Role of the Police within the Justice System

The police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system. There are positive and negative powers the police can push into the justice system, and due to this, there are extensive number of arguments in parliament and from the general public on how the police should be involved in the justice system. The police involvement in justice will be researched, whilst proving whether the police do play an active role in the justice system, or if they no longer have as much purpose in certain parts of justice and are outdated in the way they operate.

In 1984, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act was created by Parliament due to the mistrust the public had on the UK’s police force. This was partially due to the Brixton riots which had occurred in 1981, because of the amount of stop and searches which the people of Birmingham felt were being predominantly targeted on mainly black youth. This was seen as injustice in the public’s eye and was practically why in 1984 the PACE Act was created, Miller, (2019). This act was assembled to create a fair treatment of the public by the police. The act covered arrest, stop and search, detention, investigation, identification and how interviews with detainees are handled, Home Office, (2023). Not only did this create a fairer system of justice in the UK carried out by the police, but also a better public opinion on how the police could control justice. The act gave police officers less power when it came to their job, therefore, displaying how the police role within the justice system can be changed or lessened by the UK’s parliament, and the public who stood up against the way they were being treated.

Although there are still on-going arguments on why there should no longer be stop and searches in the UK, the police believe that they are a much-needed part of a police officer’s job due to the number of searches that can lead to getting drugs and weapons off the streets. It is believed by the police. that without the power to be able to partake in stop and searches, if it’s thought a crime is about or has been committed, then the police would be faced with a possible increase of crime and have a much tougher job of keeping the general public safe, South Wales Police, (2024). This is a good reason on why the police need to keep doing stop and searches, but a possible argument to this statement is that research has found, even with the 1984 act, there is still a higher stop and search rate on people of minority. Therefore, there is still a lack or relationship with the police, in particular by the youth of those communities, where trust in the police is still broken, funnelling them into a possible life of crime going through the criminal justice system, Liberty, (2021).

Arrests are a fundamental part of the UK’s justice system, with majority of arrests leading to a conviction, proving the fact that without the role of a police officer, justice would be much more difficult to upkeep. Statistics have proven that 86.3% of cases in the magistrate’s court and 77.9% in crown courts have led to convictions between 2013 and 2023, D. Clark, (2024). This amplifies the reason why the police have such an active role in the justice system. Not only do the police lead to the justice system earning money from fees that are paid from certain punishments in court, but also it brings justice to families, friends and the general public. For example, 309,071 people were convicted of violence against the person between 2022 and 2023, D. Clark, (2023) .which just goes to show, without the police being able to perform these arrests there would be a decrease in justice, therefore, less public safety, and less money going back into the government to improve public safety. 

The police have many duties and one of them is looking after a suspect after being arrested, but this becomes hard with the on-going problems with overfilling of prisons and holding cells in the UK, making it so a police officer could spend hours of their time driving a suspect to a holding cell, when after two hours and thirty minutes, the suspect has a right to a comfort break from driving, College of Policing, (2024). This can affect the course of justice, as there is a decrease of officers available to attend crimes. When in custody police have strict guidelines to abide to, these include having the ability to sleep, being aloud to use the toilet, and to be given medical care if needed, Laver. N, (2022). Without sufficient care given to suspects, charges could be dropped and could lead to mistrust from the public towards the police. It’s the police’s role to ensure suspects are taken care of before being released, while a suspect waits for a trial, or a call back to a police station to go through investigation. 

Human rights are a core part in the way a police officer acts and thinks during the course of justice. Whether it’s using force or arresting a suspect, a police officer must have a reason to do so, otherwise it can be seen as jeopardizing an individual’s rights to freedom or in some cases the right to life, College of Policing, (2018). This is also what an officer has to consider when charging a suspect whilst making an arrest. This is because if there isn’t enough evidence, then in the eyes of the courts a suspect isn’t guilty, therefore wasting courts time, wasting police time, money and resources. This is why when following the course of justice, human rights must be considered, and due to the extensive training an officer will go through, they will have the best ability to know when abiding to the human rights laws effectively, making an officer the best when acting in the course of justice.

When a crime has taken place and there is a victim or a witness, then the police will have to communicate with the witness making sure they are not going anywhere when the court date is. A witness must attend court if they are required to, this may be if they are a victim, close family or a friend, and if they witnessed the crime taking place, Citizens Advice, (2024). If a defendant decides to plead guilty, then a witness would not have to attend court or give evidence, NiDirect, (2023). The police play an active role in courts, due to providing evidence of a crime and the Arresting Officer’s statement will be used and examined in court. A police officer would have to prove how the way they acted had the course of justice in mind and abided to human rights. This can cause a problem when there is a jury present, due to the public having more of a trust towards an officer rather than a defendant who is being accused of a crime, possibly creating an unfair opinion towards a defendant.

Through research, there has been two ideas of principles for the future of policing and the role they hold in the justice system. The strategic Policing Partnership Board have put forward a policing vision for 2030, with the ideals of safeguarding more vulnerable individuals and to create a zero tolerance towards discrimination. Whilst also creating a better relationship with local authority and the community, with the image of using technology and research to better tackle crime, and to make working as a police officer more inclusive towards people from communities.  Therefore, creating a diverse and open minded police service, Jones. M, et al, (2023). An argument to this is that already there is lack of speed when going through the justice system costing millions annually. It’s believed changes should be made such as mandatory drug tests with arrests, tougher community sentences to relieve pressure on the prison system and focusing on more serious crimes in charging process, Redgrave. H, et al, (2023).

In conclusion, the police have a significant role when it comes to justice, solely due to the police being the ones who make the arrest, take care of the suspect, speaking in court and providing evidence if needed.  Most importantly, actively making changes in the way they police and setting up future plans and goals to make it so policing is fair and effective. Although there have been problems in the past and still is present with the public’s opinion of the police, it can’t be argued that they are not needed in the UK due to the significance of the police’s role. The police are trying to make it so communities come together and work with the police instead of against which shows a change to what it was like before the 1984 act, and is why the police are constantly making changes and keeping up with the justice system.
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