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Industrialisation did not start with a huge blast, and it certainly did not start in Merthyr. Such Mertho-centric sees of the world totally disregard the fundamentally imperative commitments made by other places to cutting edge Welsh industrialisation in earlier a long time. They overlook the Redbrook within the Wye Valley. They disregard Neath Nunnery and Aberdulais within the Neath Valley. And, as normal, they disregard north-east Grains, and particularly Bersham and the Greenfield Valley.
But over all such sees they disregard the Lower Swansea Valley where mechanical action of world centrality was as of now in full swing well some time recently a single heater went into impact at Dowlais or Cyfarthfa.
It was the copper industry that to begin with successfully tackled coal innovation to encourage mass generation of a high-quality metal. It was copper that driven the breakout of Welsh overwhelming industry into world markets. It was the copper rulers who made the primary purpose-built workers’ settlement and townships in Britain. And it was the copper industry that made in Swansea the ‘intelligent town’ molded by science, craftsmanship, culture, and an unquenchable thirst for all shapes of unused viable information.
There were of course no deposits of copper metal within the valley. But the valley had two fundamentally imperative normal resources that acted as a magnet for the early industrialists. The sides of the valley had wealthy outcrops of effectively open coal, whereas on its floor the wide waterway given bounty of water and the fundamental brief transport connect to the ocean.
This persuaded a few visionaries that it made much more monetary sense to bring copper metal to the valley than it did to carry huge amounts of coal to the source of that mineral within the mines of Cornwall and Ireland.
The Hafod-Morfa Copperworks was once a beating heart of the Mechanical Insurgency. Although a generally fruitless location presently, it was once completely secured in a labyrinth of buildings and slag loads made as a by-product of the copper refining process.
In its prime you'd have experienced the Hafod-Morfa Copperworks as a grouping of colossal, fantastically boisterous, and overheated mechanical buildings. These were filled with effective apparatus and gone to by an armed force of laborers who, despite being overshadowed by the scale of the undertaking, were in any case crucial to the copper-making process.
During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the Lower Swansea Valley played a key part in Britain’s Mechanical Transformation. From 1717 copper refining lay at the heart of this improvement, with nearby coal being utilised to cook minerals imported to begin with from Cornwall and Anglesey, and after that from far-flung nations such as Chile and Australia.
Ten years afterwards, this works was taken on and created by other incomers – Robert Morris from Shropshire and the powerful London vendor Richard Lockwood.
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The huge White Shake works was set up within the shadow of Kilvey Slope in 1737. Chauncey Townsend’s lead works at Centre and Upper Bank got to be copper works amid the 1760s and 1770s, sometime later Matthew Boulton and his Midland accomplices created the Birmingham or Ynys works from 1793 onwards. The Hafod works was built by the Cornishman John Henry Vivian in 1808-09, and this was taken after by the Morfa works of Williams, Cultivate & Co. In add up to, 13 copper works were built up by 1850.
The refining houses were fuelled by the high-quality smokeless steam coal that was to begin with extricated from uncovered creases on Kilvey Slope, and after that afterward from various pits sunk at Landore, Plasmarl, Treboeth, Cwm, Winch Wen, and Llansamlet. And, including to the differences, there were afterward spin-off businesses, eminently (and most hazardously) arsenic and sulphuric corrosive.
These interlinked mechanical concerns were overhauled by a transport framework that was exceptional by any benchmarks. Of course, the Stream Tawe remained of extraordinary significance and it before long got to be lined with docks, quays, and wharves. But it was yearningly built man-made transport foundation that empowered the valley to operate so effectively. 
John Smith’s canal was completed in 1784 to carry coal three miles from Llansamlet to Foxhole, and several years afterward Morris’ Canal associated Morriston to the waterway close Plasmarl.
At that point, on a much more stupendous scale, the Swansea canal was built on the western side of the valley between 1794 and 1798. It ran for more than 16 miles between Abercrave and Swansea, and empowered coal to be carried to the refining works as well as the adjacent harbour. A few of the surviving structures, such as the water passage at Clydach, are of the most prominent significance, and we are all profoundly obliged to the Swansea Canal Society which in a later time has battled tooth and nail to secure and re-establish the northern extend of the canal.
Smith’s canal contained a brief underground segment from which coal was encouraged into the White Shake works. In other parts of the valley canals were built to carry coal along courses underneath mountains. Most eminent here was the Clyn-du underground mining canal, which was served by underground railroads, and likely built by Lockwood, Morris & Co. It was developed amid the 1770s underneath Graig Trewyddfa at Morriston and has claims to have been the world’s longest canal of its sort. (Langlands, 2015).
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Coal streets, tramways and railroads too made an early and vital commitment to the improvement of the valley. Over two centuries, these useful frameworks were continually updated and recharged, and in places such as Landore there developed thick concentrations of interlocking transport networks. (Bowen, 2013).
By 1850 eleven major copperworks had been set up on the banks of the Stream Tawe, and for a time they created over half of the world’s contributed to yield of refined copper. Such was the significance of this industry that Swansea got to be known as ‘Copperopolis’.
But an overwhelming cost was paid for this victory, as the Valley got to be contaminated by the thick harmful smoke and colossal sums of copper squander or ‘slag’ delivered by the refining works. Other metal businesses such as tinplate created within the Valley, but by the starting of the twentieth century copper purifying was in decay and the works were slowly surrendered, clearing out behind a destroy and tree-less scene.
In 1960 the Valley was one of the foremost forsaken mechanical ranges in Europe, but the Lower Swansea Valley Venture at that point changed this ‘moonscape’ into the green and recovered valley of today. (Langlands, 2015).
In entirety, the exercises centred on the Lower Swansea Valley served to invigorate the complex mechanical forms that changed the world amid the 18th and 19th centuries. We are still living with the results nowadays, which is why the valley completely merits to be regarded as the foremost imperative put in Welsh history.
All but one of the 124 metal works that worked within the lower Swansea valley within the 1880s were pulverized within the 1960s Hafod-Morfa Works closed in 1980 and so is a vital landmark to Swansea' mechanical legacy. (Langlands, 2015).

Lower Swansea Valley Today.
The location presently houses the South Dock and Sea Quarter, the Parc Tawe shopping complex, the Morfa Stadium sports complex, the undertaking zone mechanical stop and the riverside cycling trail.
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The Copper Quarter development and                  Lower Swansea Valley at the height of Copperopolis.
Liberty Stadium along the River Tawe.
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Lower Swansea Valley at the height of Copperopolis. (Natural resources Wales, 2015).

Abandoned buildings were cleared, others of noteworthy intrigued protected, poisons cleared from the ground so that trees can be planted. The Lower Swansea Valley Venture has been an interesting collaboration coming about in a range of reclaimed arrive that has been used by a complete community. (Swansea museum, 2020).
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