


The United Kingdom’s legal system has been examined and discussed for a while (Roberts et al., 2022). The main topic of discussion is whether changes are needed to make the legal system work better, be clearer, and respond to people’s needs more widely (Roberts et al., 2022). As the world changes, the legal system needs to adapt as well (Franklin, 2023). In this context, it is mandatory to explore the reform proposals, considering their potential to improve democratic practices, support the rule of law, and address urgent modern issues (Franklin, 2023). This essay focuses on key reform areas, while also discussing the United Kingdom’s Constitution.
A constitution is a fundamental document or set of principles that serves as the framework for the organization, governance, and operation of a country or political entity (Loughlin, 2005). The constitution shapes the structure of the government, defining the roles and powers of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches (Loughlin, 2005). Additionally, a constitution incorporates a bill of rights or fundamental freedoms, safeguarding citizens' entitlements to liberties like freedom of speech, religion, and protection against discrimination (Dyer, 2019). Constitutions can be written, like the United States Constitution (Strauss, 2010), or unwritten, relying on historical documents, conventions, and legal precedents, as seen in the United Kingdom (Baker, 2012). Serving as a guide, a constitution is necessary to increase the government's functionality, supporting individual rights, and establishing a society governed by the rule of law (Baker, 2012).
The United Kingdom does not have a codified constitution like some other countries (Baker, 2012). Instead, its constitution is made up of a combination of written sources, statutes, conventions, judicial decisions, and historical documents (Baker, 2012). This makes the United Kingdom's constitution more flexible and adaptable to changing circumstances (Anderson et al., 2023). The United Kingdom’s constitution is based on multiple principles (Anderson et al., 2023). The principle of parliamentary sovereignty establishes that Parliament holds supreme legal authority, with the ability to create and alter laws (Gilani, Ali and Zahoor, 2023). The rule of law underlines the universal applicability of laws, combining both individuals and the government, while the concept of separation of powers defines the roles of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches (Walker, 2021). The United Kingdom's constitutional monarchy places the monarch as a symbolic figure, with governance performed by elected officials in accordance with established laws and conventions (Lyon, 2016). Established in common law, the legal system emphasizes precedent set by higher courts, and the incorporation of the European Convention on Human Rights via the Human Rights Act 1998 which ensures human rights protection (Smith, 2006). 
The Separation of Powers theory is a fundamental principle of governance that prevents the concentration of power and ensures a system of limitations and balances within a government (Hessick, 2016). The theory establishes that the legislative branch formulates and enacts laws, the executive branch implements and administers these laws, and the judicial branch interprets laws and administers justice (Hessick, 2016). By assigning distinct roles to each branch, the Separation of Powers theory aims to prevent abuses of power, arbitrary actions, and potential tyranny (Hessick, 2016). This system encourages accountability as each branch oversees and constrains the actions of the others (Hessick, 2016). While cooperation is essential between the branches, maintaining a relative autonomy of each branch ensures that none of the branches acquire too much power, which creates a more stable and correct governance structure (Hessick, 2016).
Government, Parliament, and Judiciary are three distinct but connected components within a constitutional framework (Schleiter and Fleming, 2023). The government is the executive branch responsible for implementing and executing laws, policies, and decisions (Schleiter and Fleming, 2023). It is composed of elected officials, such as the Prime Minister or President, and their appointed ministers and administrative bodies (Schleiter and Fleming, 2023). The government manages day-to-day governance, administers public services, and represents the country in international affairs (Schleiter and Fleming, 2023). It also proposes and drafts legislation, enforces laws, and manages public resources (Schleiter and Fleming, 2023). While connected to the legislative branch, the government's primary role is to execute the laws passed by the legislature (Schleiter and Fleming, 2023). Parliament is the legislative branch responsible for making and passing laws (Hanson, 2022). It consists of elected representatives who debate, propose, and vote on legislation that addresses societal issues and concerns (Hanson, 2022). Parliament comprises two houses. The lower house is represented by the House of Commons and House of Representatives and the upper house, represented by the House of Lords and the Senate (Hanson, 2022). Parliament also holds the government accountable through mechanisms such as questioning sessions, debates, and oversight committees (Hanson, 2022). It plays a crucial role in representing the interests of the public, shaping policy, and examining the government's actions (Hanson, 2022). The judiciary is the branch responsible for interpreting and applying the law (Sarpong‐Danquah, Adusei and Frimpong, 2022). It consists of courts and judges who resolve disputes, determine the legality of actions, and ensure justice is maintained (Sarpong‐Danquah, Adusei and Frimpong, 2022). The judiciary is independent from the executive and legislative branches, allowing it to provide impartial decisions (Sarpong‐Danquah, Adusei and Frimpong, 2022). Judicial review, a key component in many legal systems, enables courts to assess the constitutionality of laws and government actions (Sarpong‐Danquah, Adusei and Frimpong, 2022). This oversight ensures that the actions of both the government and the legislature are consistent with established legal principles and protect citizens' rights (Sarpong‐Danquah, Adusei and Frimpong, 2022). 
The Constitutional Reform Act 2005 represents a milestone in the United Kingdom's constitutional evolution, aimed at modernizing key aspects of its governance and legal framework (Woodhouse, 2007). Enacted in 2005, the act established the Supreme Court, replacing the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords as the highest court of appeal and reinforcing the separation of powers (Woodhouse, 2007). The act also introduced significant changes, including the establishment of the Judicial Appointments Commission to ensure transparent and merit-based judge selections, the reformation of the Lord Chancellor's role to bolster judicial independence, and the creation of the Judicial College to enhance judicial training (Woodhouse, 2007). This act addressed concerns about accountability, transparency, and the modernization of the United Kingdom's constitutional arrangements, while simultaneously recognizing the importance of historical practices and the preservation of the rule of law (Woodhouse, 2007).
The Lord Chancellor holds historical significance in the United Kingdom's constitutional framework as a figure traditionally combining executive, legislative, and judicial roles (Özdemir, 2009). However, the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 reduced the Lord Chancellor's judicial functions and transferring key responsibilities to the newly established Lord Chief Justice (Özdemir, 2009). The act aimed to enhance the separation of powers, mitigate conflicts of interest, and bolster the independence of the judiciary (Özdemir, 2009). These reforms marked a significant step toward aligning the UK's governance with modern principles while respecting the role's historic legacy in the country's legal and political history (Özdemir, 2009).
The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom, established by the Constitutional Reform Act 2005, stands as the highest judicial authority, overseeing the interpretation and application of the law while upholding the principles of the separation of powers and the rule of law (Dickson, 2013). The Supreme Court operates independently from the executive and legislative branches and plays an important role in ensuring justice, resolving constitutional disputes, and protecting human rights (Dickson, 2013). 
Continued advancements in the United Kingdom's governance and legal systems need further reforms to address evolving challenges (Brown et al., 2023). These reforms could combine constitutional clarity by considering a more comprehensive written constitution to establish clear rights, responsibilities, and governmental powers (Brown et al., 2023). For example, a House of Lords reform is mandatory to increase democratic authority, with potential measures such as reducing hereditary peers and increasing elected or appointed members (Williams, 2023). The electoral system can be adjusted to better represent diverse political views, potentially exploring proportional representation (Bernauer, Giger and Rosset, 2013). This could empower local governments to address local concerns effectively, while the human rights could be better protected (Bernauer, Giger and Rosset, 2013). Another reform that could be implemented is the establishment of a constitutional court in order to provide specialized expertise and consistent interpretation of constitutional matters (Gardbaum, 2014). Implementing these potential reforms can only be made by combining modern principles with tradition, in order to ensure that the contemporary challenges are addressed (Brown et al., 2023).
In conclusion, United Kingdom stands in the middle of tradition and contemporary challenges. Given this, it is clear that changes might be necessary. These changes could help the governance run smoother, be more understandable, and meet the needs of people better. Therefore, by taking steps to enhance transparency, representation, and the protection of rights, the United Kingdom can build a governance framework that adapts to modern challenges while upholding the principles of justice and equality for all citizens.
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