Studying the Medieval – Assignment 1: Dating Exercise

Question 1:

The eighth regnal year of King Richard II began on 22 June 1384, therefore spanning the years 1384-85.[footnoteRef:1] However, since The Feast of the Assumption is held on the 15th of August each year, the year must be 1384. In 1384, according to the Easter tables, Easter fell on the 10th April.[footnoteRef:2] In those years, the 15th of August fell on a Monday.[footnoteRef:3] We can therefore calculate that the Thursday after the Feast of the Assumption must have been on the 18th of August. [1:  Edmund Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 2 (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986), p.39]  [2:  Christopher Cheney et al, Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 4 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 198]  [3:  Reginald Poole, Medieval Reckonings of Time (London: S.P.C.K., 1921), p. 14] 

Answer: August 18, 1384

Question 2:

There were two Bishop Anians of St Asaph.[footnoteRef:4] However, the charter refers to three predecessors, Reiner, Abraham and Hugh. These three bishops held their positions before the election of the first Bishop Anian,[footnoteRef:5] which seems to suggest that Anian I is the man referred to in the text. Anian I was elected and confirmed in November in the year 1249, so the correct date must come after Mary Magdalene’s Saints Day in 1250.[footnoteRef:6] As the festival was celebrated on the 22nd of July,[footnoteRef:7] the day after would have been the 23rd of July. [4:  Fryde et al, p.201]  [5:  Ibid]  [6:  Ibid]  [7:  Poole, p. 15] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer: July 23, 1250

Question 3:

John Keeton became Bishop of Ely in March 1310.[footnoteRef:8] Ash Wednesday falls exactly 46 days before Easter,[footnoteRef:9] so the date we are looking for must be in the following calendar year. This also tells us that the Edward mentioned must be King Edward II, because his fourth regnal year began on the 8th of July 1310.[footnoteRef:10] Easter fell on the 11th of April in 1311,[footnoteRef:11]which allows us to calculate that Ash Wednesday was on the 24th of February. The next day would have been the 25th of February. [8:  Fryde et al, p.145 ]  [9:  Poole, p.12, p.32]  [10:  Fryde et al, p.38]  [11:  Cheney et al, p. 192] 

Answer: February 25, 1311.

Question 4:

This charter focuses on the settlement of the estate of Geoffrey Ridel. We find two Geoffrey Ridels mentioned in the 12th century, one in the reign of Henry I, and another in the time of Henry II.[footnoteRef:12] However, a number of other people are mentioned in the document, which allows us to assign a probable approximate date with a high degree of confidence.  [12:  Fryde et al, p.299] 


First, Geoffrey Ridel’s son and wife are prominently mentioned by name, which helps us to establish the correct identity of the ‘Geoffrey Ridel’ referred to in the Charter. His daughter (unnamed) is also mentioned in the context of a marriage agreement with Richard Bassett. Since we know the marriage of Geoffrey Ridel’s daughter Matilda to Richard Bassett took place c. 1122,[footnoteRef:13] the document must have been issued in or around that year. We also know that Geoffrey Ridel died in the sinking of the White Ship in 1120,[footnoteRef:14] so the document must have been produced after that event, in the reign of Henry I. Another clue is the mention of Earl Rannulf of Chester. There were several Earl Rannulfs, but the mention of a brother, William, suggests that this is Rannulf Le Meschin, 3rd Earl of Chester.[footnoteRef:15] Le Meschin held this position from 1120 to 1129,[footnoteRef:16] so we know this document must fall between these dates. Many of the other Earls and religious office holders mentioned by name also place the document in the first half of the twelfth century, although are less helpful in narrowing the date down to a specific year or two.  [13:  Brian Harrison et al, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Vol. 46 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), p. 392]  [14:  Ibid]  [15:  Ibid]  [16:  Fryde et al, p. 299] 


On the existing evidence, we are unable to give a specific date for this document. However, we can surmise that the document must have been issued after the White Ship disaster and probably shortly before or after Geoffrey Ridel’s daughter’s marriage to Richard Bassett. A date between 1120 and 1124 seems a reasonable assumption.

Probable Answer: 1120-1124

List of Sources

Books

Cheney, C. R., Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, Royal Historical 
Society Guides and Handbooks, 4 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000)

Fryde, E., Greenway, D. E., Porter, S., and Roy, I., Handbook of British Chronology, 
Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 2 (London: Royal Historical 
Society, 1986)

Harrison, B., Matthew, H.C.G., Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. 46 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004)

Knowles, D., and Hadcock, R. N., Medieval Religious Houses: England and Wales, 2nd 
edition (London: Longman, 1971)

Poole, R. L., Medieval Reckonings of Time (London: S.P.C.K., 1921)

Websites

Linguistics and English Language (University of Edinburgh): Regnal Years List
http://www.lel.ed.ac.uk/ihd/elalme/intros/regnal_years.html

Project Pluto: Easter Dates Calculator
https://www.projectpluto.com/easter.htm#Mar26

The Medieval Combat Society: Medieval Calendar and Feast Days
http://www.themcs.org/calendar.htm




-
tns

e B o, st T e o e g 8 e 15
T T ey e 10 g 1+
S L MR L
e,

n.

i o, g Tt e o e e
e e e
et 5 0 o w5
ey 150

ns:

S ———
o o st B ek e o




