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In western society, the concept of practicing many rituals on a daily basis can seem archaic. We tend to have the idea that having the freedom to not practise any daily rituals gives us a higher standard of authenticity in comparison to other parts of the world. We view rituals as a traditional and more conservative idea which can disrupt the development of an individual and their own free thought. Throughout this essay I will be exploring the idea that rituals have an importance in Chinese culture and history, and the idea that rituals can create a hierarchical social order.
”Now, since human nature is evil, it must await the instructions of a teacher and the model before it can be put aright, and it must obtain ritual principles and a sense of moral right before it can become orderly.” - Xunzi, chapter 23b: "Human Nature is Evil"
Xunzi (c.310 -c. After 238 BCE) an early Confucian thinker, felt that morality and ethics were created to correct people's inherent wicked tendencies. It could be argued that Xunzi’s philosophy that the importance of rituals has a deeper connection to the human’s self-identity. Xunzi’s perspective of human behaviour was that people are simply patterned beings and that the lifestyle without any sort of ritual would only deem chaos or be stricken as dangerous for the stability of the social hierarchy. This could lead to a life without order, a much more chaotic and less structured lifestyle. The importance of these rituals it seems is the transformation from the chaotic nature of a human’s fate, into doing something else and breaking old existing patterns. In breaking these patterns, for a brief period you are no longer repeating the same daily routine, you are connecting your mind and body to a different activity. You could argue that you are no longer the same chaotic person you were previously, and with this you will enter a ritual space which after some time of practising rituals will give order to what was once before chaos. These continuous rituals after some time will change the individual or group of people’s mindsets, then allow them to open up to other possibilities. This could be argued as to why rituals are so incredibly important, or yet fundamental in the way of life according to Xunzi. Xunzi mentions the life that Heaven and Earth give to the world and people, but it is up to the people to then give order.
 Arguably, Xunzi’s idea of the chaos that comes without ritual could be fear. Xunzi would more than likely be brought up on these rituals and traditions so it could be difficult to understand the freedom without the ritualistic lifestyle. The idea of bringing order to chaos solely through participating in traditional Chinese rituals comes across has a way to influence law and order in the citizens of China, which is why this is an important part of Chinese culture and its own societal norms. Without said rituals, there would be no power in a hierarchy which, and in Xunzi’s world means no stability. 
Traditional Confucian funeral rites were greatly restored during the reign of the Song emperor Renzong (r. 1022–1063), and "three-year mourning" was made a requirement for civil officers. However, these were not as significantly popular as the Buddhist rituals, which were even carried on with most prominent scholar- officials and even the royal families. Buddhist monks were paid by the government to perform state-sponsored mass funerals and death rites. Then, financial issues started to surface. Funeral customs at the time were particularly revealing of the economic contrasts of the time: while many of the poor chose to cremation or water burial due to lack of means, wealthier people, especially merchants, staged "lavish burials." (Choi, 2017). This specific ritualistic law can definitively differentiate between the classes, creating a social hierarchy. Whilst many scholar-officials approved of the customs, Sima Guang (1019-1086) a stringent ritualist, saw them as signs of Chinese culture's degeneration and pushed for a restoration to the traditional Confucian burial rites as orthopraxis. Thus, showing the importance of traditional ritualism that, precedence has a higher moral standing than most newly introduced rituals. As these newly introduced rituals still stand as rituals, it shows that the highest of scholar-officials stood for precedence and possibly even familiarization, rather than a change. 
Sima Guang participated in several ritual debates at the court and swiftly came to the position of being a strong proponent of ceremonial reform in both the government and society. Sima Guang believed that by changing ceremony, people's wants would change, and society would become more orderly due to rituals. Guang’s advocacy on rituals in the political world is also with similarity to Xunzi’s advocacy on rituals in general. Although there is no way to say Guang saw humans in the same way that Xunzi did, the idea that rituals bring order can only mean that without order there is no peace but chaos. Even though the Song Emperor Renzong, initially tried to influence the hierarchical funeral rituals, Guang simply believed in a more accessible way to mourn the dead without having your societal class have any influence. Which then could also help with the financial difficulties the initial rituals would bring onto China.
To conclude, rituals were extremely important in the order of Chinese civilisation. As philosophers such as Xunzi believed that rituals could be the only way human beings were orderly and kept the chaos at bay. It is apparent that these rituals were glorified with politics and day to day activities. It shows the level if importance that ritualism had on the people of China and with the social hierarchy rituals can create. But there was still precedence over specific traditional rituals, which made it more difficult to bring any rituals which would possibly disrupt the peace between the different societal classes.
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