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Observation of work placement
For the next part of my portfolio I am required to write about my placement setting. This allows me to explain to my readers how my placement is run. What goes on from day-to-day. Along with any certain observations I made during my time at Monkton Primary School at the Priory Project.
Introduction to my placement
My placement for my second year studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David I was given the privilege to be a part of the team at Monkton Primary School at the Priory Project. This is a unit which it situated in the primary school of this community school which is for the gypsy traveling community. The young people at the project are age between 11 and 16. The children at the school start at 9:30am in the mornings and finish at 3:30pm. We run a typical school day at the school with a break around 10am, lunch at 12pm for an hour and another break in the afternoon around 2pm. The building is all on one floor, with there being no upstairs at all. There are large doors for access, making it easy for anyone to enter safely. The school is a state school, so is run by Pembrokeshire County Council. 
General observations of my placement
The primary school itself is split into two separate buildings. With the infants being in one section and the juniors in the other section. Separating the two buildings is a large playground which is used by all the classes at different times. The Priory Project has its own classroom. This is situated at the bottom of the infant’s corridor. Many people are shocked when I say about the layout of the classrooms. However, it seems to really work with there being a class of 25 young people aged between 11 and 16 in the same school building as children under the age of 7. Our classroom is a normal sixed class with a small office and storage area at the back. To the front of the room on the right is a small area which has a sink, toaster, kettle, and storage. The young people will occasionally use this area to make their lunch. There is a desk, with a laptop and whiteboard. The classroom also had area where the young people sit and have a relax, this area has a couple of sofas and a table. It also has a games console in the corner. This area has always reminded me of a youth centre setting, which I feel is important for these young people. The classroom is full of different bits of work, including history about the gypsy traveling community. The young people have their own toilets which are not used by any other pupils or members of staff at the school. 
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Youth work practice
Unless you know about the project and where it is located, you would not realise that there is a youth service being run inside the school. The activities and lessons in which the young people take part in remind me very much of how things are run inside a youth centre. Having said that, the class do run to a curriculum like a mainstream secondary school does. However, there is no youth worker at the setting. Only teachers, these teachers know the students very well and have a brilliant professional relationship with them. This again is something which reminds me of how relationships are formed between a young person and youth workers. I was one of two youth work students undertaking their placement at Monkton Primary school in the Priory Project. The other student is studying part time. After my time at the school, I do feel as if the school would benefit from having a qualified youth worker to work with the young people, especially because there is no local youth service which runs in the village of Monkton.
Roles and responsibilities
The roles can be different day-to-day at the project. It all depends on what activities or lessons we are running. For example, every day between 1-1.30pm we do read. However, there are two members of the class who need extra help with this. It is always one member of staff job to go somewhere quiet out of the classroom with these two pupils and listen to them reading and filling out their progress books. Different to my last year’s placement, I had to run several activities and workshops for the young people. Examples of activities I ran was yoga, which was very popular with all the young girls. Also, my project which I used in my portfolio about Wales. All of the projects I ran, I decided to run as I saw there to be a need with the young people at the project.
Staffing
In total, there were three qualifed teachers who were teaching at the Priory Project in Monkton Primary School. Two of which were full time at the project, one of is known as the teacher in charge of the project. There were also 3 LSAs. All of these were full time, one is currently studying on the Youth and Community course part time. The staffing support was brilliant on my placement this year. Although, there was no youth worker with these young people, they all have a brilliant relationship with all the members of staff
Conclusion 
In conclusion, the Priory Project was a brilliant place to undertake my seconds year placement. It taught me a lot about a culture which has been going for many, many years. The young people found it hard to build trust with me at first, but this came with time and using my skills which I already learned in previous roles. After doing placement hours with the Gypsy Travelling Community. I believe that there is space for youth work with these young people. 
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