Learning in the digital era assignment 1
Part 1
In Iceland and other countries, they believe it is important that children play outdoors throughout their life. Many people have written about various government documents containing information about the benefits of being outside for children. In these countries, curriculum guidelines set have implemented being outside as a learning environment. Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) say the outdoors as a learning environment can be used for making children think positively about the outdoors and helping them engage in healthy living and exercise.  This emphasis on outdoors is more prominent in ages one to six. This Is due to them playing outside a lot more than children ages six to sixteen. Its uncertain what teachers do outdoors to assist learning as this is different for different teachers with different teaching styles. There has been an increase in using outdoors in today’s age than previous years. Reykjavík, the capital of Iceland has reported seventy percent of schools use outdoor education. (Oladottir,2008).

Part 2
In this essay there will information about forest schools. The following definition of forest school has come from the forest school network. It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people, and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment. O'Brian & Murray, (2006) Parents have raised concerns that children do not get to experience the woodlands and other green lands the way they did when they were younger due to worries of incidents occurring. There has been additional research to support the thought that children will not grow up the same and will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits of accessing nature. Ward Thompson, et al., (2004) Learning outdoors is very different to learning within a classroom environment and the Welsh Assembly Goverment, (2006) are encouraging teachers to use the outdoor environment more emphasizing in foundation phase. 

Task 2b
https://courtneypickettuni.blogspot.com/2022/10/task-2b.html

Task 3
The article I will be writing about is called schooled to fail, the under achievable debate in Wales. It has come from the Welsh journal of education. The pages I will be looking at were written by Emma Smith 84-102. The article investigates the debate of schooled to fail. This debate has been around since the 1980s and started in Wales. The article written by Emma Smith looks deeper into the comparison between Wales and England in terms of the debate. She talks about various factors that could affect the success of pupils in schools in England and in Wales. This article considers the underachievement debate from a Welsh perspective. It will focus on the age-old issue of regional England/Wales comparison, particularly considering the two countries' increasingly divergent curricula. Smith, (2005)
Her abstract is very small which can be good if it states a clear point however her abstract is broad and doesn’t give an overview of everything she will be discussing in her writing. An abstract is a short summary of your (published or unpublished) research paper, usually about a paragraph (c. 6-7 sentences, 150-250 words) long. A well-written abstract serves multiple purposes: an abstract lets readers get the gist or essence of your paper or article quickly, in order to decide whether to read the full paper. An abstract also prepares readers to follow the detailed information, analyses, and arguments in your full paper. (University of Wisconson-Madison, 2022)
She uses a range of different sources throughout her article. She uses books, websites, and journals. Throughout her writing its clear that she has done extensive research into her topic and her findings are well presented. She uses Harvard style throughout her writing and has included a reference list at the end. She has used over 30 different resources, and they can all be deemed as academically valid. When researching her topic, she used sources that were useful to her work as every source backs up the point that goes with it. Her research is all up to date with her topic as it appears she used the newest data available to her. If she was to rewrite it now, she could update her sources. 
In her writing she has set out clear paragraphs and has a range of lengths of sentences and different writing punctuation. There are so many different facts and statistics and throughout the writing and they are relevant to her topic. They are recent to when the article was written so it shows that her information is up to date. Her writing is well structured and clear to follow. In her writing she uses complex language and uses intellectual vocabulary. 
She uses an appendix to show different graphs she may have referenced from but not included within the text. This helps keep the flow of reading by having the key information but having the full thing later on within the work. She has put a mini section on words that may have been abbreviated by herself or her sources to help the readers understand what is going on within the text.  
The language used throughout the writing was formal. There was a lot of content within the article which can make it hard to follow and hard to understand what is being read. This can make the article hard to read and the main meaning could be missed. Academic literature is pitched at an ‘academic audience’ who will already have an understand the topic. Academic texts can be complicated and difficult to read, but you don't necessarily have to read every word of a piece of academic writing to get what you need from it. Univeristy Of York, (2022) This could explain why her writing could be hard to read. She uses appropriate and best suited language throughout the article which makes it a good piece of academic writing. Her writing is accurate and factual as she has used a range of reliable sources and it has been backed up with tables and charts.
Her argument is very inconsistent. Throughout her work it was hard to understand if she was for, against or neutral on the topic as the argument if there was one was unclear. It was hard to draw a conclusion based of her conclusion of the topic. Due to it being an academic article, the writer should have been unbiased and should have presented the facts and let the reader decide what their own opinion on the matter was however her argument was not clear nor was the general theme of the text. Writers should write objectively and inclusively to receive respect and trust from readers, as well as to avoid alienating readers. To be objective means to write with curiosity, rather than having a preset opinion, and to engage with research, rather than presenting a personal preference. (Walden Univeristy, 2021)
The topic was very broad and was a lot of information, some of this information could be deemed unnecessary as it didn’t contribute to the overall conclusion. The conclusion drawn felt like it was unrelated to the initial topic and was new information not information already discussed. The topic was about Wales however there was information about London and years that would no longer affect today due to the data changing every year.  
IF this article was to be rewritten, I would advise to focus on a smaller piece of the topic to help the writing be concise with one point and one issue if there was one. I would recommend looking at further recourses to help expand her knowledge of the topic and perhaps get some expert opinion. In terms of research this a good academic article however if you wanted to reference this article I would look at the references she made and go directly there to get your information.
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