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The purpose of this essay is to discuss and evaluate Huw Lewis’ response to addressing the “range of challenges in the teaching and learning of Welsh as a second language” (Lewis, 2015, p1) within the new curriculum for Wales. This will be done by focusing on Professor Sioned Davies ‘One Language for all’, ‘A Living Language A Language for Living’ by Leighton Andrew AM and Dr Graham Donaldson ‘Successful Futures’ which will influence the new curriculum for Wales 2019. Themes relating to the teaching and learning of welsh second language in English-medium settings will be identified and discussed. The themes will be evaluated with a personal reflection. The themes focused on throughout this essay will be skills, compulsory welsh and the teaching of Welsh second language in English-medium schools.
As stated, “Far too many young people are leaving school without the effective welsh language skills they need for the world of work” (Lewis, 2015, p1). This suggests that todays young people will not be equipped with the appropriate welsh skills they need for today’s society. Supporting this Professor Sioned Davies reports that “Welsh second language is the worst performing subject at Key Stage 3 (KS3) with only 68.2% achieving level 5 or above” (Davies, 2013, p15). This supports what Lewis says and shows that children are underachieving. Davies goes on to say that children “do not regard the subject as being relevant or of any value to them” (Davies, 201, p1). This shows that even though welsh second language is a compulsory subject that children do not think it is as important as core subjects such as English Language or Mathematics. Furthermore, Doctor Graham Donaldson states that “we propose greater focus on children and young people’s ability to communicate confidently in everyday settings in the Welsh language, with an emphasis on its increasing role in workplace settings” (Donaldson, 2015, p108). This shows that the new curriculum designed for 2019 will emphasise the importance of welsh and promote it within the work settings. Therefore, hoping to improve the young peoples’ welsh skills for everyday life. 
I agree with the statements produced by Lewis and Davies as when I left school at the age of sixteen, I was not confident enough to use my welsh skills to communicate with others. As I thought that very little was taught, and very little time was given to be taught welsh second language as I only had two lessons a week. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding Lewis’ statement Leighton Andrews argues that the 2001 Census shows that “20.8 per cent of the population of Wales was able to speak Welsh. This was an increase compared to 1991 Census” (Andrews, 2012-2017, p7). Andrews also states that this was the “first percentage increase in the numbers of Welsh speakers ever recorded by a Census, with the greatest increase seen among young people aged 5–16” (Andrews, 2012-2017, p7). This produces evidence to show that there has been an increase in the amount of welsh speakers in school and those that have left. 
Also, Lewis states that “Welsh will remain compulsory in all schools up to the age of 16” (Lewis, 2015, p2). Within Key Stage 4 (KS4) children are given the option to sit Welsh second language or short course. Even though welsh is a compulsory subject within the national curriculum. “It is not a core subject and does not therefore have the same status as subjects such as Welsh first language and English” (Davies, 2013, p1). This suggests that welsh is not given the same priority as other subjects. Schools have “a need to improve the quality and relevance of teaching and learning of the Welsh language in English-medium schools” (Donaldson, 2015, p108). 
Davies states that “those pupils not opting for full course Welsh second language are obliged to follow the short course” (Davies, 2013, p15). This supports Davies previous statement showing that children do not see the relevance of the subject. Davies states that “pupils attainment levels are lower than in any other subject” (Davies, 2013, p.1). I agree with Davies’ statement as I myself was a short course student. 
Within secondary school I received two hours of welsh per week, this did not benefit me as the teacher put more focus on the Welsh second language pupils. During the short course lessons, I would be given a booklet and use a welsh dictionary to translate sentences. Although I put time and effort into revising for Welsh, I found that even with attaining a C grade at the end of the course, I did not have the confidence to take these welsh skills further on in my education or career.
Finally, the teaching of welsh language in the English-medium schools is another issue that Lewis raises. Lewis states that we “need to equip our teaching profession with better skills” (Lewis, 2015, p3). This shows that the teaching of welsh second language is not as strong as what it should be within the curriculum. I agree with Lewis as in primary school I found that teachers did not enforce welsh as much as they should be. Primary school teachers should have the correct the skills to teach welsh to children at a younger age. Within primary schools “a minority of schools staff do not devote enough time to teaching Welsh” (Davies, 2013, p12). Davies’ statement supports what Lewis says as it shows that teachers do not give as much time and practice in teaching welsh as they do not have the skills or the confidence to deliver lessons. “Practitioners do not practise and repeat new Welsh words regularly or offer children enough opportunities to practise their Welsh” (Davies, 203, p12) This shows that when teachers do not repeat and use welsh words and phrases throughout the school then this will influence the children’s welsh language development. 
Overall, throughout Lewis’ report I can see that the teaching of the welsh language is the main reason why young people do not have the skills they need for the world of work. “Generally, when practitioners’ own welsh is fluent, children’s progress in learning welsh is better” (Davies, 2013, p12). The welsh government has a variety of ways in which teachers’ welsh can be improved. Teachers can participate in an intensive welsh course known as ‘Cynllun Sabaethol’. This is to ensure that teachers are confident in practising welsh within a school. Also, there is a new synthetic phonic scheme called ‘Tric a Chlic’ that is focused on improving the welsh phonics with foundation phase pupils, hopefully that will flow through KS2. Lastly, Donaldson’s recommendation is that Welsh medium schools should act as a “hub for the welsh-language and to provide support for teachers and other practitioners” (Donaldson, 2015, p108). This is to ensure that there are specialist teachers helping English-medium settings improve the use of welsh throughout the setting. This is to enforce Lewis’ statement that “we remain committed to seeing the Welsh-medium education sector grow” (Lewis, 2015, p1). 
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