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Sustainability within the Hotel Industry
Introduction
Sustainability is the process and practice of being mindful when using resources to limit exhaustion or damage in a way others tend to enjoy less of the same resource. The concepts of sustainability and concerns around environmental issues have become pressing issues in global politics and policymaking. Business processes around the world have been censured for causing environmental damage in their operations making the world unable to support the conditions required for plants and animals to survive. According to Figueira et al (2018), sustainability policies are being implemented to ensure that businesses, governments, and individuals protect and maintain the living life and their natural habitats such as water, air, soil, swamplands, and woodlands among others. Therefore, the main objectives of the concept of sustainability are to protect the environment. As the global population continues to grow, the demand for natural resources will be on the rise and the process of conserving them for future generations requires long-term planning to ensure that the future needs of the population are met adequately. According to Hutchins and Sutherland (2008), sustainability involves more activities and initiatives that go beyond environmental protection but also promote ethical consumption of resources. Businesses and industries require adequate legislation and support to operate sustainably. 
Sustainability in the hotel business
Sustainability plays a very significant part in the hospitality business. The success of the hotel industry highly depends on the preservation of natural and cultural attractions that draw guests and travellers to visit various local and global destinations (Jones, Hillier, and Comfort 2014). Failure to promote sustainable use of the existing natural resources will be disastrous for the tourism and hotel industries. For instance, in 2018, the regime of Thailand closed down Maya Bay, one of the greatest noticeable beaches in the nation (Koh & Fakfare 2019); this verdict resulted from hysterical access of over 5,000 daily guests who ruined most of the corals, which endangered the actual beauty that enticed them to the site. Promptly, the hotel businesses went out of business.
Sustainability in the hotel sector matters a lot. Largely, tourism bank on the affluence of natural and cultural assets available in the place. If unprotected or poorly managed, some destinations such as the pristine beaches and crystal clear waters of the Caribbean and globally known cultural heritage sites (museums, ancient architecture, cuisine, etc.) would deteriorate very fast. As varied as these destinations appear to be, the hotel industry depends on their appeal which is highly endangered by human undertakings. Jones, Hillier, and Comfort (2017) observed that in many cases, tourism becomes the main threat. 
Survival of the hotel industry heavily relies on the industry’s effort to promote sustainability. My previous educational attachment in a hotel improved my view of environmental issues and sustainability. Working in the industry, I would utilize my theoretical knowledge in conservation and sustainability. I would design and oversee the implementation of various policies within the hotel to promote sustainable business practices. Improving operational efficiency helps in attracting new clients who believe in socially and environmentally responsible products and services. This trend has been replicated in hotels around the world which have adopted various products within their premises or initiatives within their areas of operation to promote sustainability. My theoretical understanding of conservation and sustainability in the industry will be expanded in the following areas.
Energy conservation 
One way that I will convince the hotels to conserve energy involves adapting to the use of renewable energy such as solar power for heating, cooling, and lighting. This strategy will help in reducing overreliance on fossil fuel that is responsible for global warming. Another way observed by Cerchione and Bansal (2020) is the construction of infrastructure (hotel rooms, lobbies, dining areas, etc.) that allows patrons to use natural light during the day or the Installation of LED lights has also increased energy efficiency. 
Reduction of waste
Hotels have unlimited opportunities to minimize their waste production. To reduce the amount of food waste, I will propose the hotel source food locally or grow their own on-site. This reduces transport costs and time, packaging materials, refrigeration costs, and also the amount of food that goes to waste,  the hotels should come up with a food-donation strategy as part of the CSR program thus guaranteeing clientele of fresher foods every time. 
Development of organic amenities
According to Khatter et al (2019), tourism is responsible for 8-10% of global carbon emissions which contributes to global warming, climate change, and the rise in sea levels. A considerable carbon footprint in the leisure industry is instigated by the moving of tourists and the manufacture and supply of food, drinks, linen, and bath towel among other things needed by every hotel. I have come to learn that organic products have lower carbon footprints and helping hotels shift to organic products demonstrates the business’s commitment to sustainability. 
Promoting group travel
By giving massive discounts to group travellers, hotels will reduce the costs involved in maintaining one in the hotel, transport costs, food, and accommodation (Marin-Pantelescu et al 2019). In addition, the hotel industry commits to sustainable travel by ensuring there is minimal damage to the environment. 

Collaborate with authorities in sustainability legislation
The hospitality industry has been at the forefront to create awareness of the harmful impact of pollution on the environment. The industry has contributed to the creation of laws that support responsible garbage disposal and technology to recycle waste materials. According to Cheng et al (2018), promoting green cities, investing in environmental technologies, and improving operational methods create a positive impression on visitors. 
Conclusion
Sustainability is an important issue in the hotel industry as it is the core driver of business activities in the industry. The hotels have an important role to play in promoting sustainable use of natural resources because failure to do so would result in to collapse of the business. While companies have been accused of instigating ecological harm, hotels have taken a dissimilar trail to address this issue by endorsing appropriate use of the available resources and helping authorities design and implement sustainability guidelines to guarantee the existence of their businesses. 
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