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A review on: Metamorphosis 

Franz Kafka 

Pages：38

Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform (30 Nov. 2014)

ISBN-10: 1505297052

The writer, Franz Kafka, was born into a middle-class, German-speaking Jewish family in Prague, the capital of the Kingdom of Bohemia, today’s Czech Republic. He was a novelist and short story writer. He is regarded as one of the most influential figures of 20th century literature. His best known works are the Metamorphosis, The Trial and The Castle.

In the Metamorphosis, he tells a story about a man, Gregor, who was transformed into a  beetle overnight, and subsequent events happened around him and his family. Having realized he was somehow turned into an insect, the first thing that sprang to his mind was how to get back to work as soon as possible, instead of finding a way to turn himself back into a human, because he was the one who was responsible for covering the whole family’s expenses. He was unable to open his door when his family gathered around it outside, as he was not familiar with his new body. His father knocked on his door harshly. His sister cried bitterly, and his chief clerk urged him to go back to work. It is obvious that the man, Gregor, lived under pressure.

Having seen him turned into a beetle, his family was shocked. But they didn’t seek to convert him back into the way he once was. His family were so afraid of him. His sister was the only one that dared to get into his room, and provided him with food. Gregor’s habits were getting more and more insect-like. He ate only rotten food. As Gregor found it is impossible to work, his family had to find jobs. They were also losing the patience ‘looking after’ him. The room in which Gregor stayed was converted into a storeroom. His father threw him a bunch of apples, which one of them was sticking on his back, and caused him disease.

In order to earn more money, his family had three tenants. While these tenants despised his sister when she was playing violin for them, he wanted to listen his sister’s playing. But he unintentionally showed himself in front of them, and terrified them, which resulted in them refusing to pay the house rent. His family felt he did it on purpose, and unanimously decided to get rid of him, because the real Gregor would never make any trouble for his family, and they believed that the Real Gregor had gone somewhere else, and probably was enjoying his happy life The creature in their house was a nasty insect. With the power of starvation and complication caused by the apple, and more importantly, losing hope , he died.

In the end, his family made up their mind to move into a new house, and was time for them to find Gregor’s sister a husband. As a reader, I am wondering about who is the one that was transformed into a creature. Gregor has been thinking about his family all around all along. He had long wanted to save enough money so that he could send his sister to conservatory, even if after he was transformed and being left in a dark room. However, his family were losing their patience. He has （had）been taking care of his family for years, and struggled for it despite of his tiredness, but his family didn’t even appreciate his contribution. 

Interestingly, after the death of Gregor, the charwoman of his family was responsible for handling his body. However, when the charwoman was about to mention the details of how she did it, she was prevented from telling this by Gregor’s family. They firmly claimed that the it was merely a insect, rather than Gregor, but they refused to know anything about its ending, which is, from my point of view, an action of deceiving themselves. I think they knew that the creature was Gregor, but mostly they were just fed up of looking after him, due to him being incapable of speaking and his bizarre shape. So they just motivated by selfishness, and got rid of their family member. 

A review on :The Life and Adventures of Robinson Crusoe 

Daniel Defoe

Pages: 106

Publisher : Independently published (7 Dec. 2017)

ISBN-10: 1973488728

The narration of Robinson Crusoe is fairly special, as Daniel Defoe used to be a journalist. The story written by him makes readers feel like something truly happened in the world. From my point of view, the main reasons why this story impressed readers in this way is due to its description of specific things and the form of this story.

In the first place, in order to make Robinson Crusoe likes a real story, Daniel Defoe put emphasis on details in the period that pure fiction was not quite popular. From the starting point of the novel, he told the background information about the main character, Robinson. The first thing was his arrival on this island, and making lists of things that he needs to bring from the ship. Having reached the island, Robinson becomes free, and he went back to the shipwreck to obtain items he needed for his survival on this island. Daniel Defoe told in a very detailed way about all the items and goods Robinson has collected from the boat. After that, he begins to his work of establishing an shelter for himself so that he can live on the island as long as it is necessary. Furthermore, when readers are reading, the novel strikes them rather like a autobiography. The main character, depicts his life and adventures on this island. He has been using the first person angle to tell what is happening all the time. The reader’s prospect of viewing things is drawn to Robinson’s. This helps the reader to sense deeply about Robinson’s life. The reader can sense the protagonist’s religion and his attitude. Last but not least, the writer used a navigational way to depict the story. For instance, Crusoe depicts many specific things about his first time to set up on the sea. 

The book Robinson Crusoe also plays an important role in allegory.  Robinson in this story mentioned God for a dozen of times. So to some extent the novel is partly an religious poem, which demonstrates that God can be found where mankind is absent. Robinson can also be regarded as a theological work. 

Robinson’s father and the captain on the first ships have warned him that he might be endangered if he goes into the sea rashly.  These can be deciphered from an religious viewpoint. Robinson insist on leaving home, although his father strongly voted against it. So his survival and the time he spent on the desert island are something that is definitely going to happen. When Crusoe drifted to the shore, he realized that his condition is as exact as his father predicted if he doesn’t take his father’s words into consideration. Robinson will end up alone, without any aids. Staying on the island quietly changes Robinson. After pondering about his life, he prays to God, sincerely. He realized that it is more important to achieve freedom in terms of spirituality rather than physical. After this, Robinson provides himself with a new understanding of life, and feels he has got a deeper understanding of God.

A review on: the Lord of the Rings

J. R . R. Tolkien

Publisher：HarperCollins; Reprint edition (2 Aug. 1995)

ISBN-10 : 0261103253

Introduction

The Lord of the Rings was written in the context of world war and industrialization. The writer, Tolkien , witnessed the change of the world, deeply experienced the dark of the world. Especially during World War II. He witnessed the brutality of Fascist Fascism, and how human beings slaughtered each other under the driven force of greed. The creation of The Lord of the Rings started in the period of World War II. Tolkien intended to deliver an idea that peace is beyond price. 

Tolkien’ s life and “the Lord of the Rings”

Tolkien was born in 1892, and became an orphan during childhood. In 1911, he went to Oxford University，studying old-English, and Germanic English. During that time, he took part the T.C.B.S , a club which provided him with an opportunity to communicate in literature. In 1914, the First World War began. In the last, all of his friends in T.C.B.S were killed, and he became the sole one who survived.

There is much content in the story which reflected the reality he had undergone. Sam, a hobbit from Shire, who loved peace is reluctantly involved in a war reflecting  Tolkien’s colleagues from his village; the devastating image of Dead Marshes with tons of bodies dotted in the mud filled the field; the horrific screaming of Ring wraiths can be associate with the roaring bombs in the 20th century, which took human lives.

Quoted from Tolkien: “ One has indeed personally to come under the shadow of war to feel fully its oppression; but as the years go by it seems now often forgotten that to be caught in youth by 1914 was no less hideous an experience than to be involved in 1939 and the following years. By 1918 all but one of my close friends were dead.” 
According to Tolkien, one can only sense the oppression of war by being involved in into it. His work, ‘The Lord of the Rings’ not only to create a magic story, but also deliver his ideology, reminding people to cherish the peace and not forget the agony of war.

Image

In the Lord of the Rings, Tolkien used several images to express his ideas.  


Sauron
In The Lord of the Rings, Sauron is a king of devils with tremendous mighty power. It first helped the Elves to forge nineteen magic rings, and he secretly made a supreme ring that ruled all of the nineteen rings, and obtained an even stronger power. Later, he got himself some subordinates, and started a war to devour the rest of the world. That is exactly like what Hitler did during World War II. Before the war began, he was reassuring other countries, while he was also secretly strengthening his military power. Later he launched a war, which involved most part of the European land.

The idea of demon was often with horns and hoofs, and be is regarded as the representative of evil. In the real world, dictators like Hitler has complete power in a country, threatening the world with its cruelty and merciless. 

Moor：

Quoted: “Presently it grew altogether dark: the air itself seemed black and heavy to breath. When lights appeared Sam rubbed his eyes: he thought his head was going queer. He first saw one with the corner of his left eyes, a wisp of pale sheen that faded away; but others appeared soon after: some like dimly shining smoke, some like misty flames flickering slowly above unseen candles; here and there they twisted like ghostly sheets unfurled by hidden hands. But neither of his companions spoke a word.”

The above part described the Dead Marshes, a fictional place where a vicious battle occurred. The bog was filled with corpses and wastes. The scene reminds us of the image of the River Somme during the First World War. Human bodies were exposed on the moor. Bones were bleaching, just like the dead were crying and screaming. In this battle, more than a hundred thousand lives lost. 

Trauma 

The story was closed with a tragic ending. The war finally was ended by the triumph of good，and the Hobbits went back to Shire. However, the ending is not as cheerful as the readers expected. Frodo, the Hobbit who maintain the supreme ring during the war said:” There is no real back.”  His hometown, the Shire, a serene town was devastated. He was hunted by nightmares each night. The horrifying scene of battles lingered in his mind. What the war brought to him, the trauma, can never be cured. There is no way for him to return to the peaceful life. At least, he left the land for a far place by ship, where he could try to treat his wound.

Tolkein was a solider in the First World War and witness the second one. Because of these wars, the village where he lived in childhood was no longer there. Most of his friends in T.C.B.S. were killed during the war, and he became one of very few of people who survived. Through the tragic ending of his the Lord of the Rings, he delivered his anti-war ideology. The war can only brought endless agonies to the world, and that speaking represented many people’s mind.

My interpretation to this book is that people who were raised up in a comparatively peaceful world may not evidently value the peace. The magic world Tolkien created not only to tell a epic stories, but demonstrated the result of the war, telling the society the peaceful life is beyond price.

Initial proposal :

An anthology 

Includes five stories 

Two of them are allegories, the other three are short stories

I mainly want to write something about the protection of animals and wildlife. The first two stories are called three squirrels and illegal hunting, and I will work out the rest of the three later.

Creative workshop: detailed proposal

Student name: Wenxue Wang

Student number: 1704708
Title: The Secrets in their world
For my creative project, I plan to write a collection of stories in the form of anthology. It will include around five stories, which mainly deliver philosophical ideas (Each story has about 1000 words, and 5000 in totality). Three of these stories will be in the form of allegory, while the other two will be narrative. The first story is about something happened between three squirrels, whom were driven out of home because of human’s construction. I am planning to personify my squirrels and make the story both interesting and meaningful. The other four stories will be varied.

My writing is mainly for those who wants to read some stories regarding animals. I am trying to make the anthology deliver different philosophical notions about lives. These stories will be based on realities, but more dramatic and uncommon. 

Secrets in their world.  I give my anthology this title, because they happened either among animal’s world, which can hardly be known by others, or in some inaccessible regions. 

There are two main reasons for me two compile this anthology. Firstly, I learnt some philosophical ideas in my childhood, and I realize the significant role they play in my life. I want these ideas to be known by more people, and I also hope that they are able to appreciate the  beauty and magnificence of these concepts. So I intend to combine these ideas in to stories that I am going to display. Furthermore, after seeing some documentaries and videos about animals, I became interested about animals’ stories, and I desire to write something about them. Another reason why I would like to create these stories is because I would like to draw thee readers’ attention on some specific issues. Last but not least, I am keen on writing stories that will make the readers feel happy , or just have some fun, and I also do not want what I write to be too shallow or stupid. In this case, writing stories with respect to animals is my best option, as I can depict their experiences in a more vivid way.

