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Background and Rationale
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) of young children is an important practice issue across UK education, health and social care that needs to be coordinated. The proposed scoping review will include an analysis of the identification of SEND, access to appropriate support and reported outcomes. There were over 1.8 million pupils with SEN in England in 2025/26 of whom 538,547 were pupils who had an education, health and care plan. Consistency and improved outcomes and effective multi-agency working are priorities identified by government policy (Department for Education, 2023). Recent research in the UK also highlights communication, professional understanding and system processes as challenges for the families when requesting SEND support (Saxton et al., 2025).

Research Aim and Objectives
The primary aim is to map existing evidence on SEND in young children in the UK using a scoping review approach. This will:
1. Identify and map recent evidence on SEND identification and assessment.
2. Discuss challenges and enablers to timely and coordinated provision and support for SEND.
3. Identify reported child and family outcomes and evidence gaps for UK health, education and social-care practice.

Methodology
Scoping Review Framework
A scoping review will identify and review literature systematically, filter studies based on identified criteria, gather information, and consolidate the information into themes. Identification, barriers, facilitators and child and family outcomes will be the focus of the review.
Research Question
What recent evidence demonstrates about the identification and provision for young children with SEND in the UK and what factors impact on the educational, health and well-being outcomes?
Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
· Inclusion: English-language human research published predominantly since 2018 that relate to SEND and disability, identification, assessment, support or outcomes for young children (0-8) in the UK. Where appropriate, relevant policy and essential previous evidence will be provided.
· Exclusion: Any research not conducted in the UK, any research involving non-human research, any research not related to SEND in young children, and evidence beyond the scope of the research.
Data Collection and Analysis
Search Strategy: These terms will be used to search the following databases: PubMed/MEDLINE, CINAHL, Scopus, PsycINFO, Web of Science and Google Scholar: “SEND”, “special educational needs”, “disability”, “young children”, “early years”, “autism”, “learning difficulties”, “support”, “UK”.
Analysis: Evidence will be summarised in an evidence table and thematised to identify barriers, support, facilitators and outcomes for the children and families.

Expected Outcomes
The scoping review will be used to create a thematic map of SEND evidence in young children in the UK which will lead to better understanding of how evidence-based identification is carried out, what are the barriers and facilitators to providing support for young children with SEND, outcomes, and evidence gaps.

Ethical Considerations
This study will be secondary data and not will there be recruitment of children or families. Ethical practice will encompass the use of proper citations, respectful language, careful handling of sensitive accounts and the provision of honest reporting of limitations. The wider evidence will be used to reach conclusions and personal experience will be recognised reflexively.
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