Introduction.

The chosen focus of topic for this research is domestic violence for the reason that this is a crime with an increased number of individual’s experiencing this over the previous years. The topic domestic violence is extremely relevant with the drastic increase that communities are facing across the United Kingdom. Therefore, there is a large interest towards the patterns and tendencies of the negative effects and impacts domestic violence has on the victims. Domestic violence is a crime that is becoming more visible within communities with a large amount of the population speaking out about their previous experiences of being victims and seeking the appropriate support from local authorities. There has been a large amount of research surrounding domestic violence regarding the effectiveness of the strategies preventing domestic violence and how effective these strategies are on reducing the amount of crime regarding domestic violence. This topic will explore information regarding the current legislation surrounding domestic violence and the strategies that the Government and higher authorities have put in place to prevent domestic violence. As a result, this area of topic provides a large amount of research surrounding the strategies and what measures need to be put in place to tackle the issue of preventing domestic violence. Domestic violence is a timely and important crime that needs to be explored for the reason that this area of topic is something that majority of individual’s have either experienced or know someone that have experienced domestic violence in their lifetime that needs the appropriate implementation of successful strategies to prevent this issue. 
The specific focus of topic regarding domestic violence in this research is are men often overlooked as the victims and how effective the strategies to prevent this crime are. This focus is specifically targeted on the communities stigma towards men being overlooked as victims for the reason that a large amount of research regarding domestic violence highlights that males are the perpetrators of this type of crime. This research will look at the recent few years of research for the research to be up to date and hold a more accurate representation of communities dealing with this issue. The research will be concentrated on individual’s in relationships for a fair representation to be able to identify if men are often overlooked as the victims and different strategies that some communities may use for support. 
Domestic violence relates to a large amount of individual’s within communities with a high percentage of individuals previously delt with this type of crime or are currently victims of this crime. The Home Office (2022) reinforces this by stating that in England and Wales over 2.3 million individuals have experienced domestic abuse at some point in their life. Therefore, domestic violence has been a large topic for concern regarding the high volume of individual’s within communities dealing with this type of crime. A factor that has played a large impact on the increase in numbers of individual’s dealing with being victims of domestic abuse is the COVID-19 pandemic. With this in force a large amount of individuals struggled with the enormous effects that had been brought on victims. McQuigg (2022) highlights that the COVID-19 pandemic raised concerns on behalf of the male victims mental health issues as a result of the drastic increase in the figures for male victims of domestic abuse. As a result of the raising concerns regarding vcitims of domestic abuse £230 million was invested by the government as funding for the victims support. This was funded into various parts of communitties to attempt to support preventative measures that were put in place. The Domestic Abuse Commissioner (2023) implemented a strategic plan to attempt to reach out to to victims within communities. This was done by agencies playing a role in preventing domestic abuse by giving the appropriate support. This attempts to prevent domestic violence at an early stage through early interventions with the approach of understadning, inflluencing, to challenge and engagae with victims that need the support. 
Barrow-Grint et al. (2022) states that the Policing Domestic Violence Team have implemented  policing-based stratagies to attempt to support the victims as well as ensuring perpatrators are fully held accountable for their actions committed during the abuse to their partner. They cooperate multi-agency partnership into this by involving them in every stage of holding them accountable and supporting the victim thoroughly. The Information Resources Management Association (2022) highlight the concern of victims not seeking the correct support that are available for reasons such as not being aware of what support is available or the feeling of being ashamed. It is stated that less than 31% of victims of domestic abuse seek support from agancies or the police. This highlights the issue of preventative measures and stratagies that are put in place need to ensure more individuals from the community are aware of where to seek the approiate support. 
One key aim whilst carrying out this research is to identify and research the key issues regarding how domestic violence affects victims. Within this research it will focus on the male victims. This involves researching the stratagies that are being used to prevent domestic violence and evaluate how effective these stragaies are. A crucial part of the aim whilst carrying out this research is to consider the issues with the current stratagies that have been put in place in the United Kingdom and what improvements need to be made. The first objective that will need considering is what does the domestic abuse evidence about men being ‘overlooked’ as victims tell us. The second objective is to identify the reasons why men are often ‘overlooked’ as victims of domestic abuse and what issues they are faced with regarding not reporting this as a crime. The final objective is to evaluate the stratagies currently being used for male victims of domestic abuse and reccommend and propose what improvements need to be made regarding the current stratagies of preveting and supporting indiviuals suffering from domestic absue. This will come from research such as journals, books, websites and primary research regarding this area of study.
The approach to answering the research question will be to discuss the key issues regarding the affects on male victims domestic abuse have. This research will include identifying and looking into the current stratagies authorites have in place for the beneift of the victims. By identifying the current stratagies the research will evaluate how effective these stragies are and what improvements need to be made for the welfare of victims of domestic abuse. The research that provides us with evidence of men being ‘overlooked’ as domestic abuse victims and the reason for this will be able to support as evidence what issues they are faced with. By looking at the issues they are faced with this will help highlight what improvements need to be recommended for the support of victims of domestic abuse.
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