ECGE4001 - Portfolio of Study Skills 
Assessment Tasks  
Part 1 
The paragraph below contains many errors. Re-write the paragraph to demonstrate your understanding of: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style;  Accurate spelling;  
· Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and full stops;   Well written sentences which make grammatical sense. 
 
In Iceland and other countries that are similar, citizens highlight the importance of children playing outdoors throughout their childhood and later life. Authors, journalists and bloggers have written about papers issued by the government that suggest being outdoors is beneficial for children. In the curriculum guidelines, the government put emphasis on outdoor learning as an environment that helps children think about the natural world and shows them that it is a place where you can complete tasks such as exercising and live healthily. Nordodahl and Johannesson have stated this in their ‘Let’s Go Outside’ article written in 2013.
This emphasis on the outdoors has been in discussion for many years in Iceland and is aimed at children aged one to six years old. Children that are in education in Iceland play outdoors ever day in school. This happens between the age of six to sixteen. After the age of sixteen, children and young adults still in education only play outside with their peers when it is playtime. We do not know much about what teachers do outside to help learning progress but it can be presumed to be quite challenging depending on what school these children attend and what teacher they receive lessons from. In Iceland today, there are signs that are used by teachers more so now than in past times to help with outdoor learning. In Reyjkavik, the capital of Iceland, seventy percent of school’s state that they use outdoor education regularly to enhance learning. (Oladottir, H 2008).

Adapted from: 
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers, views of using the outdoors’. Published Taylor & Francis Online, 24th September 2014. 
Óladóttir, H. (2008). Ársskýrsla 2008 [Annual Report 2008]. Reykjavík: Náttúruskóli Reykjavíkur
  
    
Part 2a 
The text below also contains many errors, which includes incorrect use of Harvard referencing conventions. Re-write both the paragraph and the reference list to demonstrate your understanding of:  
· Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style;  Accurate spelling;  
· Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes and full stops;   Well written sentences which make grammatical sense;  Careful, accurate use of Harvard referencing conventions.  
The following extract will focus on Forest Schools and outdoor learning in society today. A definition of Forest School has been made by The Forest School Network and it states that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. (Murray and O’Brien 2006). People have concern that children in school at present do not have opportunities to visit woodlands and outdoor environments in comparison to their parent’s experiences in school. They argue that this is due to concern that an issue may arise in reference to the children and their safety. They also argue that children are able to complete many tasks indoors, O’Brien and Murray (2006) suggest. There is also research that informs us that if children are not given the opportunity to explore this at a young age that they may not gain interest in this as they grow up. It also suggests that children will not gain the same physical and emotional benefits of having access to nature. Ward Thompson et al argued this in their Report to The Forestry Commission (2004). Learning outdoors is a massive contract to the type of learning that takes place in a classroom environment. The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to include Forest School methods in their own teaching environment, putting additional emphasis of this whilst children are in the Foundation Phase.
Reference List:  
Welsh Assembly Government. 2009. “Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government publications.
Thompson, W. et al (2004).  Open Space and Social Inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, 2004. 
O'Brien, E, Murray, R. (2006) A Marvellous Opportunity for Children to Learn: A Participatory Evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Forest Research, Farnham publications
 
 
 
 
 
Part 2b 
Answer all questions below as fully as possible.  
· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of intentional or accidental plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?  It is extremely important that students avoid this as it can impact a grade being applied to your work or could even get the piece of work no grade at all. This could also lead to having a degree taken off you and failing your course if you are still studying. Plagiarism is against the law so conducting this is a crime also.
 
· You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.  This statement is false. Any articles, blogs, books or work written by anyone else other than yourself that you are using on a piece of work you claim is your own has to be referenced to avoid plagiarism and justify the original writers work. 
 
· Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.  This statement is false. Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information for academic assignments as well as non-academic research and assignments. Wikipedia is an online encyclopaedia that can be accessed by anyone for free. Any articles can be edited by any member of the general public if an account of your own has been created with Wikipedia. Articles on Wikipedia can be written by any person with their own knowledge making this website unreliable. The information on Wikipedia could be false, not justified or incorrect. 
 
· Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.  Firstly, a long quotation is more than 2 lines or 30 words. If you want to include this then begin with using a separate paragraph. Once you have started the separate paragraph and included your quote you have to indent the paragraph which is moving the text further away from the margin. A long quotation does not need quotation marks. Once you have followed these three steps you must use in text citation, which means to include the author, page number and where the information was found e.g. the name of a book or website. 

 
· Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. To begin research for an academic assignment you need to find valuable and reliable resources. These resources can be from many different places and different people but if they aren’t reliable, they will not be accurate or valid meaning your work will not be of good quality. To start researching you could use a mind map for example to help you have a plan when researching. This mind map could include different areas you want to research. Reliable sources can include websites that have ‘.org’ at the end of the web address and websites that are institutional or of academic content are reliable. Websites that are managed by universities, specialists and companies are the most reliable. Often look if the work on a website has a date, author and where it was published as this can show whether the website is reliable.  As well as this, books written and that have been published by an expert in a certain field of work- such as a book by Piaget or Maslow. Journals are also reliable as they are peer reviewed and show lots of different points of view. Newspapers and magazines are also reliable and have been edited, authored and published by credited sources so these can be used when researching a certain topic. Scholarly articles are also reliable and will have been written by a qualified student/teacher and will have also bene peer reviewed underlining the reliability of it. 
           Part 3 
Write a critical response to an article.  
Structuring your critical response:  
· Begin by introducing your article briefly. 
· Include a few opening sentences that identify the author(s) and the title, and briefly explain the topic of the text.  	 o Can you identify the aim of the text?  
 
· Summarise the article.   
· What is the main finding or key argument that is being used by the writer?  
What do you think the author’s purpose/intentions are throughout the text? 
(Tip – this may not always be obvious and you may need to ‘read between the lines’. If so, some (limited) examples may help illustrate your points). 
 
· Comment on the structure of the article. Think about how the text has been organised, as this may be done in a deliberate way to help the reader organise their thoughts, or even to persuade us. Consider: o use of paragraphs  o length of paragraphs o linking words between paragraphs  o use of statistics/ numbers within article  o use of appendices. 
 
· Comment on the language of the article. You should think about whether the writing style suits the intended audience (e.g. expert/non expert, academic etc). Explore: 
· style used – formal, informal  o easy to read, difficult to read o accuracy  o use of persuasive language  o use of objective language o use of subjective language. 
 
· Comment on the evidence and reasoning within the article. You could use these questions to help you consider this aspect:  
· Is there a clear problem, statement or hypothesis?  o What claims are made?  o Is the argument consistent?  o What kinds of evidence does the text rely on? 
· How valid and reliable is the evidence?  
· How effective is the evidence in supporting the argument?  o What conclusions are drawn?  o Are these conclusions justified? 
· Write a conclusion regarding the article. This is usually a fairly short paragraph. 
· Restate your overall opinion of the text.  o Briefly present recommendations.  o If necessary some further qualification or explanation of your judgement can be included. This can help your critique sound fair and reasonable.  o Overall, is it an appropriate academic article? 
 
· Write a reference list- accurately constructed. Include the article itself in the reference list as well as any other reading you may have done to help you respond to the task.



   The article produced by The Welsh Journal of Education and written by Emma Smith goes into detail over many aspects of the education system, such as how it has changed and how students have developed over the past years of work. It also includes information and an analysis of gender, history and failures that the education system has come across but also aims to identify any progress that the education system may be achieving. 

     Smith begins her text by comparing the past years of education to education in 2005. She introduces the idea that educators believe that since the 1980’s students have been ‘schooled to fail’ (Murgatroyd and Reynolds 1981). This is an outdated example to use but believes her article may bring some ‘optimism’ by looking at the education system from a Welsh perspective and focussing on data that can support her points. Smith looks at different perspectives of this issue, including cultural differences, the strain education has put on teachers and the changes that have occurred from the second World War. She mentions that students who come from a black Caribbean background and study in Britain are ‘three times more likely to be excluded from school’ in comparison to the student's white peers. This highlights her aim of discussing different reasons as to why the education system may be failing within Wales. Although the focus of this article is mainly the argument of issues within education, Smith goes onto expand her knowledge and points on the economy of Wales and jobs that the welsh population have access to. She presents the changes of traditional jobs within Wales being replaced with foreign investors and uses the example of Sony and Panasonic of being an area of electrical work changing. Due to the drastic changes in careers and jobs available, Smith highlight that the current education system has been criticized and there has been emphasis that The National Curriculum must adapt to these changes as it remains ‘pivotal’. 
     Smith fails however to mention any progress that is current during these times, it is shown that students are now staying in school by an extra 20% since 1990 to 2005, therefore excluding any positives that the education system has gained. Smith looks at different arguments that support and criticize the education system but includes the outcome of jobs and the economy also. However, she mentions that due to Britain’s improved achievement in the international tests, Johnson (2002) still believes that ‘there is a long-tail of underachievement’ still present. There is no argument supported by Smith about the increasing success that is developing at this time, such as the increase of 46.3% to 55.7% of students achieving ‘5 or more grades A-C' in 2005 compared to 1999 (Green et al). 
   The article supports many of its points and arguments with statistics and figures. For example, showing that England have a population of 49537.00 in comparison to Wales’ significantly smaller 2919.00. This gives Smith a better structure to her article by using different methods of explanation to support her points. Not only does she use figures, she has also included diagrams and quotes which give a far more accurate tone to her work. Although Smith’s article comes across as persuasive and understandable, her use of long paragraphs and ack of subtitles gives the article a much less appealing approach. Smith’s formal approach to the history and statistics of her topic show a more academic appeal to readers and subjective language such as ‘divergent curricula’ and ‘economic incompatibility’. This is agreeable and influential for readers. 

The hypothesis of this article is fairly vague. Although it describes in its abstract the focus of education and its possible failures, it does not mention the concertation on the economy or the change in jobs within Wales. The mention of cultural differences and history is fluent throughout such as the example stating that ‘the achievement gap between males and females has hardly changed’ within referral to years as far back as the 1970’s. The evidence used within this article has often been drawn from official and reliable statistics such as the WJEC whereby it shows the statics of male and female academic achievement differences. Smith justifies her points throughout her article such as using the Office of Official Statistics when mentioning the varying grades due to different social classes showing accurate points and arguments consistently. An accurate conclusion has been drawn by Smith by outlining her key points and again using evidence to support them. 
In conclusion, it can be argued that Smith has written an accurate and knowledgeable article. It is consistent in evidence that has supported points and arguments put forward by Smith and the use of regular statistics to ensure the justifiability of this article is clear and agreeable. Although the article and the tone, language and evidence Smith used is positive and understandable, it could be suggested that using evidence from the late 1970’s and early 1980’s is no longer applicable to the developments and changes that have occurred from then to 2005 thus the only change I would apply. 

















Reference Lis 
Smith, E. (2005) Schooled to fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ . The Welsh Journal of Education volume 13, number 2. 
Francis, B. (2000) Boys, Girls and Achievement: Addressing the Classroom Issues. London. Rouledge/Falmer.
Max, R. Ortiz-Ospina, E.  (2018) Global Rise of Education. Published OurWorldInData.org
 https://ourworldindata.org/global-rise-of-education 
Accessed 24/10/2018.
Green. D et al. (2005) Education: Better Results and Declining Standards. Published Civitas.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265529109_Education_Better_results_and_declining_standards_Online_Briefing
Accessed 25/10/2018.





   








