How does the quality of the writing of a character impact a show's quality, and how the audience perceives the show?

I believe that a character affects the quality of a show because if a character doesn’t make sense then it can affect an audience's view of a show as well as 
Negatively impact another character's story arch which up until that character was involved was progressing well. It can have a negative effect as the audience could get bored and stop watching as they lose interest in the characters because they can’t connect with any of the characters which may be part of why people come back to the show or rewatch a movie. 

Alex Hirsch the creator once said in an interview “ It came from trying to be inspired by the spirit of the reality that I came from.” When talking about dipper and mabels relationship as he based them on himself and his sister so the way she was written came off like the friendly sibling rivalry. As a writer/ director I feel that when you write characters like siblings or who are in a relationship it feels more personal as you write those characters often based on your own experiences like your friends in real life could match some of the friends your characters have.  “The function of the structure is to provide progressively building pressures that force characters into more and more difficult dilemmas where they must make more and more difficult risk-taking choices” This is a great quote that shows that characters and structure are the same. which as a writer/director is a great thing to know as to when your writing it means you have to make your character progress better or for worse so that their character evolves throughout the story.

One character example I would like to look at is Amber from the Amazon Prime show ‘Invincible’. Amber is one of the more important side characters as she is a love interest for the main character. However, she’s is also one of the more bland characters and the most disliked one from the show. We can explore the reasons behind why she’s disliked by the fans and why if she was removed from the show it would make it “the best show of 2021” One example of why she’s disliked as a character is because she believes she is more important than the safety of other people like mark in a video from misAnthro pony he remarks. “ he was in the hospital recovering for a week and still hunched over in pain, but the soup kitchen was the only thing on her mind” which accurately describes the situation where she was told Mark was hit by a bus and didn’t care to even check if he was ok. The next instance is when she reveals that she knows mark is a superhero as she is furious that he lied to her about it and she claims that she’s known for weeks when in the show's timeline after they go to a college to look around it they get attacked and Mark has to protect them. When he returns she chews him out for running away when supposedly she knows the kind of danger that he is in and the audience begins to pick up on how flat and how she’s egotistical she is and it begins to affect the show as it shows plot-holes beginning to form and the love interest plot is becoming hard to watch despite being set up to be a good learning curve of Mark. The final straw for the audience is at the end of the show after Mark's dad reveals his true intentions to his son, After spending weeks in the hospital Amber, appears at his door wanting to take him back because she feels like they relate over both being lied to. In the same video MisAnthro pony mockingly states “Oh well thank god Nolan was lying to mark his entire life otherwise amber would have never forgiven him.” This statement was reflected when the episode first aired. On Twitter, people made fun of how bad the story arch was with one tweet stating “Amber dragged this show from its perfect status how did the writing team think that mark would take her back after everything”.  Amber reflects a character who had the potential to create a good storyline that showed the blur between superhero life and normal life in a way we haven’t seen before, however, we get a terribly written character which rubs off on the whole show to portray mark to be in the wrong when he isn’t. When the show first aired Robert Kirkman had done an interview during the invincible press junket. Where he talked about the show and the changes they made for Amber's character from the original “it’s great to be a part of doing things a little bit differently, and I think Amber’s character is a really big part of that” They were talking about diversity too make it more representative of the world around us. The voice actress adds to the conversation saying “ Amber in the show is very justice forward. I think she’s always challenging Mark on that, too, and asking him, ‘What really matters to you?” which gives us a different perspective compared to just the audience and tells us that she was meant to challenge mark in a good way to try and push him into doing the right thing. However, in the show, this doesn’t come across as well in the first season.

A second character I am going to look at is Mabel Pines from Gravity falls who has some of the same traits as Amber such as being egotistical and selfish and in some cases, both characters have in one way or another forced their own will upon others. The first scene I would like to look at for Mabel is a scene in season 2 episode 4 where she forces Dipper away from solving the mystery of the laptop that they found 2 episodes before. Her doing this leads Dipper into having late nights and in a moment of vulnerability making a deal with the show's big antagonist Bill Cipher. After everything that happened the only way Mabel truly decided to do the right thing in this episode was after Bill tried to manipulate her by even bringing up that she’s done this to Dipper before, even though she apologizes to Dipper in the end she didn’t learn her lesson in the series as there are plenty of examples of Mabel being both a terrible character and sister. The other scene I would like to discuss is in the second part of the three-part finale. Bill Cipher has taken over the town and he locks Mabel up as he knows she and Dipper are the only ones who can stop him. However, instead of like a jail cell he locks her inside her own bubble where she can create anything in it so she would never want to leave. Dipper and his “few” surviving friends go to save Mabel however when they're there they just see Mabel throws every bit of support Dipper gave her out of the window and started acting like he never supported her, and to show that she actually believes that she created a new version of dipper called Dippy fresh. As the YouTuber CC West puts it “ she throws dippers unconditional support for her back in his face.” This quote describes how a lot of people who have gone back and watched the show has felt because at the time it was airing people were too focused on the mysteries of the show it wasn’t until we went back a few months after, we picked up on how bad of a character Mabel was. However, in the lost legends graphic novel Mabel gets lost in the multiverse and comes across an area with all different types of Mabels. She begins to team up with a few of them to escape however one of them was just pretending to help her and then betrays her in a similar way to what she would do to Dipper and everyone else. A few of the over Mabels lose their lives because of our Mabels mistakes and once she finally escapes she apologizes sincerely to Dipper and hands him his own journal which one of the mabels gifted to her before they departed ways. To a lot of us who have picked up on Mabel's character traits, we felt like this was a good way to resolve that issue and wrap up her character arc by finally making her full grow as at this point in the series she’s more prepared to grow up. 



In conclusion, the way a character is written can impact a show because as we can see when we look at Amber the writing or the character arc is just not there to make the audience care and everyone picked up on it because it was so polarising and really pulled the audience out of the immersion of the show. However, when we look at Mabel her flaws were written into the story well that we didn’t pick up on how toxic she was until the show was over which even the writers knew because they went to give her that final bit of character growth in the graphic novel as in the show they were focused on a lot of over characters and making Mabel come to terms with the fact that everyone has to grow up and that it isn’t all high school musical. 
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