Appendix:

 
Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Monday 26th September. 10:20-11:20. Year Seven.

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Took place within a Year Seven Maths lesson, it was their second lesson of the day. It falls into the Maths and Numeracy AOLE. Maths is the only lesson in which children are placed into sets within this school, the children in the observed lesson were in the top set. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The Critical Incident: A teacher’s approach to asking for answers from students 
Following a set task involving the students solving a series of equations based upon the previous lessons work, the teacher asks the class to give him the answers to the questions. The teacher begins by asking a random student by name if he knows the answer and the child gives the incorrect answer. The teacher does not confirm if the answer is correct and instead asks the rest of the class if they agree. Following this question, the classroom becomes very busy and loud. The teacher counts down from three in Welsh to regain class attention and they quiet. Until this occurs, he remains silent and asks the class to tell him what the class rules are. They establish that the rule in his classroom is to ‘listen with your eyes’.
He then asks others if they know the correct answer and chooses someone with their hand up to provide the correct answer. Rather than selecting the next student to provide an answer himself, he instead asks the student who just answered to select the next person to answer. His approach to doing this resulted in the student not just picking their friends, as he asked the student to pick ‘someone who made you smile’. He then asks that student to choose ‘someone with darker hair’, then ‘someone with shorter hair’ and then ‘someone who identifies as a different gender to you’. 
After all the answers to the task have been given and marked, he asks the entire class to cross their arms and put their heads on the desk to indicate when they’re finished. When all of the students have done this, he asks them a series of questions regarding the task they just did. He asks them how many they got correct, starting from all correct and descending by how many they managed. Following this, he asks them to indicate if they know where they went wrong and pinpoints specific common mistakes that they may have made. This allowed for an element of anonymity while also allowing him to assess their progress


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents?  What avenues of research could you consider?

I believe this incident would link very well to aspects of Donaldson’s Four Purposes. Most specifically, that of encouraging the development of ‘healthy, confident individuals’. The ability of building their mental and emotional well-being through the development of confidence, which in turn encourages participation (Donaldson 2015). By remaining anonymous, the student is able to give accurate report of their progress without fear of judgement and evaluate where they may have gone wrong in their answers. This also allowed for the teacher to assess the student’s progress and pinpoint which students may be in need of more assistance and which may not be finding the work challenging enough. 

This could also fall into Holt’s idea of failure and how fear of this results in withdrawal or disruption, damaging the learning for the student. (Cite Holt) Alongside, some ideas that fall into the constructivist school regarding the children’s participation in their learning and working alongside their peers.



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This lesson took place directly after break time, despite this the children predominantly arrived on time and took their seats with minimal disruption. As they arrived, they were greeted by their teacher who enquired about their weekend and directed to complete the task on the board. The Maths classroom’s were located in their own small building separate to the school, so it was very contained and lacked the hectic business of the larger central classes in the school.














Record 2
	Date and time, year group: Monday 26th September. 10:20-11:20. Year Seven

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This also took place within the previous Year Seven Maths lesson. Their second lesson in which they were the top set. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Critical Incident: Praise and motivation throughout the class
There were many instances of praise being given throughout the lesson in a variety of ways. Though the most significant aspect of this was a personal point board system he had developed and maintained for each of his classes. While there was a school wide system of points of achievement, this was a personal one separate to the school system. He told the observers that this was created to motivate the students into being more attentive and active in participation within the classroom.
Students are able to earn points for a number of things. These included correcting him on any numerical or grammatical errors, getting 100% on their homework, completely finishing their task and the extension provided and so on. The earning of points would result in rewards; 20pts would earn the class chocolates, 50pts would earn the class cake, 200pts would earn the class donuts. 
One child finished the extension task and calls the teacher’s attention, the teacher made a significant effort to praise him which prompted the class to become excited that they’ve earned their first class points. The observer overheard one child excitedly saying ‘I have to get all 30 done’ after another student won a point. He was evidently motivated by someone else earning their class points and likewise wanted to also earn points for the class.
Following this victory, the class began to disengage and become loud and chatty. The teacher counted down and reminded them of the class rule. Despite this, some continued to be boisterous and the teacher began to remove points without drawing attention to what he was doing. This relied on the class to pay attention and express dismay, which in turn caused them to regulate their peers to prevent losing what they had earned. The class expressed disappointment, but swiftly calmed down when they realise they cannot retrieve the points they have lost but their good behaviour means they will not lose any more. He reminds them of not only his personal class rule, but the school’s core values ‘ready, respectful, safe’. This reminded the class that their behaviour was not just about him and his desires, but rather that they are part of a wider school community and that means they have responsibilities to maintain their behaviour and values.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents?  What avenues of research could you consider?

Likewise, this incident could also relate to Donaldson’s Four Purposes. In this case, the incident could be related to encouragement of ‘Ambitious, Capable Learners’ as the idea of a goal in their learning could encourage challenge and enjoyment in their work, as well as ideas of working together towards a common goal (Donaldson 2018).

Skinner’s theory of Operant Conditioning could also be examined, most specifically the idea of positive reinforcement and negative punishment to encourage a certain set of behaviours (Skinner 1948). In this case, the completion of additional tasks and continuous attention results in earning points which means they are rewarded with physical treats. Alternatively, disruption to the class is classified as bad behaviour and discouraged through the removal of points, and therefore the decreased likelihood of earning a reward. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

As above in Incident One.















Record 3
	Date and time, year group: Tuesday 27th September. 10:20-11:20. Year Eight.

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This incident took place within a Welsh lesson, it was only their second lesson of the term as they had missed several lessons due to the bank holiday surrounding the Queen’s death and a mandatory PSE lesson. Thus, the lesson was more fast paced with a large corpus of material to get through in order to catch up. This class was not within sets, but rather took place with an entire form that remains as a singular class in all subjects excluding Maths.

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Critical Incident: Unique approach to behaviour management 
The teacher had a series of circular press activated lights on a display at the front of the room and each had a sign placed next to it indicating what the level of noise was expected in the classroom at any given time. There was a clear differentiation between a time where it was acceptable to speak at a certain volume between peers and being permitted to speak individually to provide an answer to the teacher. The teacher left the selected light on to indicate who was permitted to speak during whichever task they were currently completing, attention was drawn to the light if the noise level changed at all. These lights were as follows; Un person (one person speaking directly to the teacher), Yn eich grŵp (in groups), Yn eich pâr (in pairs), Sibrwd (whispering), and Dim siarad (no talking).
There was also a system in place to indicate who was chosen to answer her questions. Children put up their hand and a ball was thrown to them if they were chosen to give the answer. They were warned before she began that they were to maintain control when throwing the ball around the classroom and act responsibly or the ball will be put away. The children were very respectful of this and for the majority were very eager to answer (even when not 100% sure on the correct answer) because they wished to engage in this task and be chosen. This approach motivated them to do the work, participate, and also ask questions/check with teacher when they were chosen but unsure of the answer.
When the class failed to pay attention to the noise, the teacher would draw attention to light and indicate that the ball would go away and hence more ‘serious’ work would take place if they failed pay attention. These reminders encouraged quick response to direction. They were also reminded that though they are doing a more fun and active task, they are still expected to behave and be mature as they are year eight and hence no longer the youngest in the school. Throughout the lesson, the light placement was changed as the tasks shifted and off when it was time for the class to feedback. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents?  What avenues of research could you consider?

There are several avenues of research one could utilise to examine this incident. One is Skinner’s theory of operant conditioning through reinforcement, by which the promise of the ‘fun’ game and the threat of taking it away encourages respectful engagement with the work (Skinner 1948). While the theory of classical conditioning can be examined to show how the established light system taught children what level of noise was acceptable during any given task, as well as consequences for what happened if the lights were not respected (Pavlov 1897).

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This lesson took place after break. Unlike the previous year seven class, this class were much more disruptive following this and were rather distracted upon coming in. They were having loud conversations about their weekends, previous lessons, and arguing over seat placement. Others were still consuming food and fizzy drinks, which resulted in gentle bickering between students and the teacher about what was acceptable to consume in the classroom. 

Additionally, this class took place within the main part of the school which was much busier resulting in a longer time to reach the classroom from breaktime and a great deal of noise from outside at the beginning and end of the lesson. 
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Fig.1. - Orientations to Reflection in Teacher Education. Nelson and Sadler, 2013. p.49.  
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