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Introduction 

Within this essay I am going to analyse and discuss a quote by Abraham Lincoln which reads “You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today” ("Lincoln Quotes", 2021). This quote has become popular as it works well as a form of motivation for individuals reading it; this quote can be commonly seen on posters in places of work and education.  Abraham Lincoln was born on the 12th of February 1809 and died 15th of April 1865, during his life Lincoln became the 16th president of the United States serving from March 1861 until his assassination in April 1865. Lincoln became the first Republican president of the United States and the leader of Union Forces throughout the moral, political and constitutional crises that was the American Civil War. A champion of the people during his presidency Lincoln abolished slavery and strengthened the United States government.  

Owing to President Lincoln’s notoriety and position there are many speeches delivered by him which have relevance today, such as “No man is good enough to govern another man without that other man’s consent” which implies that we are all fundamentally equal and no one man has any more importance or right than another. Regarding the quote in which this essay is focused on, “you cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today” there are many possibilities on why Lincoln chose to say this - one such suggestion being that slavery was an issue that must be dealt within his lifetime as if it is allowed to continue to fester it will become entrenched deeper into the fabric of American society will grow, ultimately having a highly negative impact on the world and future society as a whole (Arnold, 1970). 

President Lincoln was truly a man who considered and cared for the consequences that his actions and words had on his country and the future that he was trying to build. Lincoln was a man so inspiring and prefund that he is noted making a speech so inspiring that all in presence stopped writing down his words to listen; a man capable of this is a man ahead of his time with goals and dreams in advance of his existence. This forward-thinking nature speaks through this quote and helps me remember that there is always more to be done, there is always another task to be completed and there is always another obstacle to overcome. It perfectly sums up the sentiment that all of our actions today should be focused on creating a better world for tomorrow as now is the only time change can be made to avoid a future that is not sustainable and ultimately doomed to fail (Lincoln, 1965). 

The statement made by President Abraham Lincoln has the notion of responsibility at its core, this responsibility can be divided into the realms of Business, Government and Society. As these three realms are at the core of our society and based on how each of these acts in a sense of responsibility, we can create a picture on how sustainability is considered, and the importance given to it within the wider global society. 

What is sustainability

Sustainability is an ability that allows for constant continued existence and in today’s world this generally refers to the relationship between human civilisation, earth’s biosphere and their relationship and ability to co-exist and the relationship between the two. The careful management and use of natural resources in a way that avoids depletion so that an ecological balance is maintained is an essential part of sustainability. Within business, sustainability allows for a form of practice that creates long-term value within an organisation. This is achieved through the business in question being aware of how their operation has an effect on the surrounding social, ecological and economic environment. This is built on the assumption that the development sustainability-based strategies foster longevity within an organisation allowing for the forecasting of future goals and plans in a sustainably considerate way so that operations can carry on far into the future (White, 2009). 

Sustainability is also expanding in terms of essentialness as a result of the expectation on corporate responsibility is also increasing, as corporate transparency becomes much more pronounced and corporations are recognising the need for sustainability (Bell & Cheung, 2009). The effective communication of the steps they have taken towards this as it is no longer acceptable for a company to have simply good intentions without means of proof or plans to achieve these intentions (Muschett, 2011). There are many points to consider when working towards a sustainable future, such as acting in a way that meets our own needs as a species without overindulging in natural resources that compromise the balance, a peaceful life in coexistence for future generations. In addition to the natural resources that we require to function as a civilisation there is also a requirement for economic and social resources. These also must be reached in a sustainable manner that does not cause complications in the future such as the creation and maintaining of social equality amongst all people and economic development to advance the world towards a better future (Pritwani, 2019). 

History of sustainability 

The concept of sustainability is a concept that is relatively new, which is an amalgamation of many other ideas such as social justice, internationalism and conservationism towards the end of the twentieth century came together to become what is now called sustainable development. During this time environmental problems were becoming far more pronounced and began to be recognised on a global scale. Disasters such as the 1973 and 1979 energy crises had demonstrated the level of dependence placed upon non-renewable forms of energy by the international community (Jacobs, 2005). Calls were made by President Carter for Americans to conserve their use of energy and work towards the elimination of waste as he hoped that 1980 would be a year for energy conservation. Following this, the developed world began considering and debating the issues that accompanied unchecked development withing developing countries such as China and India. These counties and others like it faces large scale poverty making continues development a necessity for living standards to increase for their people (Schumacher, 2014). In 1980 the International Union for Conservation of Nature published its World Conservation Strategy that was followed in 1982 with the World Charter for Nature both of which drew attention to the global decline of ecosystems and hoped to create public awareness towards the concept of sustainability as well as the importance that sustainable development has for the future of society (Issar, 2010), (Goudie & Cuff, 2005), (Caradonna, 2016).

Later in the decade in 1987 the United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development also known as the Brundtland Commission, the report “Our Common Future” implies that continuous development is acceptable, however only when done in a way which can be defined as a sustainable form of development (Gerasimova, 2020). This effectively meant that all future development going forth must meet the needs of the poor whilst not causing new environmental problems or increasing current environmental issues. The pressure placed on the planet by the global human population was dramatic and unsustainable at a concerning rate, in 1961 almost every country had the capability and a high enough capacity to meet their own demands for resources. Although this has changed and by 2005 importation of resources from other countries are the only way for countries to continue to function and meet the demand of the people. Once this became known, a dramatic move was made towards encouraging sustainable living through increasing public awareness and the wide adoption of quality-of-life changes such as recycling waste and the use of renewable forms of energy became fashionable and helped to spread their popularity amongst global populations (Nations, 2021), (BENNEH et al., 1998). 

Such fashions including sustainable energy generation including wind turbines, photovoltaics and hydroelectricity during the 1970s and 1980s, large efforts where made towards the advancement of these methods of electrical generation and these advances created the first sustainable large scale solar power and wind power plants during the end of the 1980s. Following into the 1990s many governments in developed countries on a small scale began to plan and implement sustainable development polices such as recycling initiatives and better waste management portals. 

Currently in the twenty first century global awareness of the need for sustainable development is of extremely high priority. Work done by clime scientists such as those at the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) there is a much higher level of public awareness from the dangers posed to humans by the human-induced and enhanced greenhouse effect. This effect is largely a result of forestry clearing and the intense burning of fossil fuels. Leading forward in 2009 the Copenhagen Climate Council issued a statement that the global climate system was already moving further from natural variations that we as a society have become accustomed to and developed within. These changing climate parameters include average surface temperature, sea level rise, ocean and ice sheet dynamics and extreme climate events rate and intensity. These factors are irreversible and accelerating with the rise to sudden climate shifts becoming more pronounced and likely as global conditions worsen. Following this declaration ecological economists wish to bridge the divide that is present between that of ecology and neoclassical economics as by lessening the distance between these two concepts an ethical economic model can be created that provide greater sustainability benefits to society. These benefits include an overabundance of ways to implement and record sustainable practices such as the car-free movement, ecological footprint analysis, green buildings dematerialisation and decarbonisation.   

Current global challenges to sustainability 

There is a large amount of concentrated effort required, as with most initiatives sustainability has many challenges ahead of it some of which we cannot fully understand; it is important to keep in mind that sustainable development is as valid in developing countries as in developed countries. Developing and developed countries deal with issues of sustainability on opposing ends of the spectrum and if a country is deemed to be developed it does not necessarily mean that it is sustainable and for these countries their main priority in relation to sustainable development is to rid society of social inequality, waste management and taking responsibility for their surrounding environment (Tukker, 2008). A major challenge to sustainability is the lack of financial resources that cause sustainable development to slow down and become less important in as they take longer to be carried out. Sustainable development is also not possible in areas of the world that are torn apart by war because there are no other priorities other than to survive and protect themselves as the future is inconsequential when your world can end in near moments. A highly impactful challenge to sustainability is natural occurrences for instance earthquakes and tsunamis because of their destructive capacity can pose a threat to sustainability for they are easily capable of permanent change to the flow of water and the destruction of key areas of infrastructure. A key negative to sustainable development is that the benefits often take years if not decades to be seen so there must be an active decision made between either an immediate profit that will be seen and benefited from and the investment into sustainability through the use of initiatives and technologies. Corruption within governments can cause havoc for sustainable development as there are organisations that do not want to work towards sustainability and see any changing of regulations as a means of threatening their own business as such, they at best lobby for less mandatory forms of sustainability and can go as far as to bribe officials and spread misinformation that results in less positive sustainable change within countries. 

Sustainable development goals and principles 

During the UN Sustainability Summit in New York 2015, the Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted by the 193 countries that belong to the UN General assembly. This development plan clearly outlines seventeen sustainability goals and contains one hundred and sixty-nine targets within these goals, they work to overcome issues of social, economic, personal, physical and environmental nature to accentuate the all-inclusive nature of sustainable development (Rosa, 2017). Following the publication of these development goals there were two main issues of scrutiny the first being the lack of importance placed on social issues, whilst issues of an economic and environmental nature are extensively covered there are comparatively little on social causes (BABER, 2020). The second issue with the UN Sustainability Goals goals is that is seen to be undermining the issue of human trafficking, human trafficking is an industry that is estimated to have a global worth of $32 billion and actively exploits and violates the rights of hundreds of thousands of individuals each year across the world. (Nations, 2021), ("Sustainable Development and its Challenges in Developing Countries - IYNF - International Young Naturefriends", 2021).  

Another point to consider is the UN sustainability goals cover too many areas and instead be altered and refined into more realistically achievable goals if they wished to be achieved successfully in the next nine years. Some goals such as the first goal of No Poverty can be deemed to be more of an idealistic concept rather than a realistic occurrence, with this in mind it could be said that goals such as this are meant to inspire countries to continuously work towards improving each respective goal in a way that shows other countries that no matter the effort placed in a task there is always more that one can strive to achieve (Yakovleva, Frei & Rama Murthy, 2018). However, a pessimist may see this as an impossible task to complete so there is no reason to begin it as failure to archive is inevitable. Sadly because of this many countries may choose to focus on other comparatively easy tasks that are completable and leave important issues such as poverty, violent conflict and avoiding recession in less economically developed countries to continue without intervention. The UN sustainable development goals are good in principle however in actuality they can be unachievable because of the nature of the world where violence and corruption are increasingly common so these goals should be treated as standards for humanity to strive towards so that one day, they can become actualities to create the change that we wish for (Dodds, Donoghue & Leiva Roesch, 2020). 

How businesses work towards a better future

The majority of businesses and industry leaders have a sustainability development plan and various initiatives that they can work towards such as Nike and Adidas. Nike has focused its efforts on the reduction of created waste and the minimisation of its carbon footprint and as for Adidas the focus is placed on creating a greener supply chain and choosing to confront specific key environmental issues such as the dyeing process and eliminating the use of plastic bags. Unilever in recent years have chosen to focus their efforts into organic palm oil and reducing its total product waste and reassure consumption whilst Nestle have chosen to improve their product life cycle, water efficiency and waste reduction (Strähle, 2019). Walmart, Ikea and H&M have begun working towards more sustainable forms of retailing mainly through working in a collaborative manner across their various supply chains to ultimately reduce the total waste produced and increase their efficiency by optimizing their use of resources. Steps are beginning to be taken by these companies towards the addressing of labour conditions with suppliers from merging markets in less economically developed areas of the world. Pepsi and Coca-Cola have both placed ambitious goals focused on water stewardship and the replenishment of water used their products process of creation. Within financial services we can see that banks such as ANZ and Westpac in Australia both have advanced great ties with their local communities by creation positive sustainability practices within their surrounding environment and internally through the imbedding of sustainability into their business processes and culture (Yudelson, 2010). These companies have all made very public claims that they are working towards a more sustainable and better future now it falls to the rest of society to ensure that these companies follow through on their promises with transparency and honesty on how they have sustainable addressed these issues to ensure that they have done so in a moral and just way (Ekström, 2014), (Nicasio, 2014). 

Social responsibility in society 

Social responsibility can be linked as an ethical framework which advises that any individual has an obligatory duty to cooperate with other individuals for the greater good of the society as a whole (Zsolnai, Boda & Fekete, 2009). This duty is charged to each person so that a balance can be maintained between the economy and the ecosystem, a trade off may persist between economic development and the welfare of the society and environment which implies that all actions are liked in a give and take style system that requires respect and moderation to succeed in a continues existence in equilibrium. This dose not only happen with an organisation or business but withing everything that has an impact on the environment, this may be done through a passive nature through the avoidance of in socially harmful acts or in an active way through actively deciding to engage in acts that benefit society. For a society to engage in sustainability they can do so passively or actively in a day-to-day basis although to disregard sustainability individuals or collectives must actively decide to do so by disregarding their surrounding environment ("Whose responsibility is sustainability? | West Monroe", 2021). 

The government role in social responsibility 

Although sustainability and responsibility are relatively new initiatives only becoming prevalent in the last twenty to thirty years, governments are only in much more recent years beginning to take sustainability seriously. In the same sense that businesses take a stances on issues that can work towards managing in a sustainable way so do governments however this is done in a much broader stroke working towards many different initiatives simultaneously instead of focusing on a small number of initiatives (Team, 2021), (Lenssen, Gasparski, Rok & Lacy, 2006). 

The British government does this in a rather clear way through first stating their position and what they wish to achieve through actively working towards sustainability and the enhancement of the environment and encouragement of biodiversity on a national scale. this includes a twenty-five-year plan for environmental growth and industrial strategy to do so, they plan shows how the British government wishes to deliver direct and indirect social and environmental benefits as well as pushing towards more challenging issues in a sustainable way such as low carbon opportunities and other ambitious targets that will allow the government to tackle issues on a global scale ("Our commitment to corporate social responsibility (CSR)", 2020), (Sustainability and Social Responsibility of Accountability Reporting Systems, 2020).  

These goals set by the British government all stem from the UN sustainable development goals, this shows that the world is following the initiatives set out by the UN and is still working towards them. The main goals that are being worked towards in the UK are clean water and sanitation, industrial innovation and infrastructure, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life bellow water and life on land. All of which have a five-year business plan as well as a long-term sustainability plan allowing for unremitting improvements and innovations to be mate that promote sustainability for the future. This plan goes on to state how it will be achieved in the future by means such as making sustainability an essential aspect of businesses and the implementation of government policy to bring all industries in like with sustainability and then reviewing plans for sustainability to ensure that all issues are recognised, and improvements can be done actively and regularly (Nations, 2021). 

Conclusion 

In conclusion President Lincoln’s quote “You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.” Sums up perfectly the need for change in todays society and for everybody to act as a collective and work towards the same goals in a socially responsible and ecologically respectful way.  President Lincoln was a profound leader with great foresight towards what he needed to change in his society and how to do so for the betterment of his society as a collective, during his time this was the abolishment of slavers and the unification of America allowing the country to advance without any internal conflict to limit or slow down the tide of progressive advancement. Today we face some of the same battles that Lincoln faced with the divide between different groups of people growing and a global population that is obsessed with conflict and harbours diametrically apposing beliefs. We today work towards the same goals as did Lincoln, a unified peaceful population that works towards a shared goal of advancement and prosperity just on a scale that crosses time zones and borders.  

From looking at the quote given through they perspectives of business, society and government and how each play a role in assuming responsibility for a more sustainable future I can conclude that businesses work towards only bettering their surrounding environment though the negation of the damage that they cause, and more small steps taken towards social causes that increase their level of positive public perception for their respective brand. Society has the important task of holding both businesses and governments to the promises that they commit to through a collective voice which drives for further betterment allowing sustainability to become more prevalent amongst the future society. From a governmental perspective there is a lot done towards creating a positive sustainable change however most of what is needed to be done is unrealistic in the time frame given, this is a result of those who wish for sustainability also wishing to see the benefits in a short-term time frame to show to society that their efforts are not in vain and their plans are working. This can be contradictory as sustainability in its nature dose not occur suddenly, it begins subtly and takes time to be seen and far longer to be noticed.

All aspects of sustainability are liked together hand in hand, they work interdependently of each other and require synchronicity to work effectively this shows that even if we do not see or are unaware all actions, we take have consequences that will go forth to impact other aspects of sustainability. We should take responsibility for our actions because by doing so is the most beneficial way to move forward as a society and eventually we will be able to reach the collective dream of peace and unity within the global society.  
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