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I have completed Part 1 of my degree.
	Title of Dissertation:
Teitl eich Traethawd Hir
‘The Nest’
Romanian: ‘Cuibul’


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

To develop my written expression of thoughts onto a large piece of creative writing
To expand my reading and research skills into a subject area in which I have little knowledge of (Romanian culture, religion, and orphanages)
To interview Romanian residents asking them about their superstition and beliefs; scary stories they would tell each other as children
To demonstrate various forms of improvement over the course of my dissertation by continually editing/rewriting/reworking and improving language and written skills 

To bring awareness of how some low-income orphanages operated and treated their children (will incorporate the lack of motherly love, abuse, violence, depression, hopelessness) 

On a personal level - To overcome my dyslexia and depression by focusing on a narrative that entices my appetite for knowledge and horror writing


	Abstract:
The creative piece I have chosen to write about will focus around an orphanage during the cold war and rise of communism. Reports surfaced after the fall of communism in 1989 of orphanages that were overcrowded, filthy, and had little in the way of financial support. Many who worked at these ‘homes’ considered it a punishment and were abusive and neglectful to the parentless sufferers who had no option but to live there. The children lived in squallar and only had the bread cupboard to look forward to. Children who were handicapped or seriously ill either went missing or died from lack of medicine and neglect. It wasn’t just the orphanages suffering, but the whole country. During the reign of Romanian dictator, Nicolae Ceausescu, the country was the second poorest in the EU. People would have to queue for hours in all weathers for bread and eggs, milk was hard to come by, and the electricity was turned off most of the day. This was due to Ceausescu’s idea of paying off foreign debt and promising the people better times would come. 
When Ceausescu and communism fell, reports surfaced of such horrific conditions in orphanages, however, it lacked a wider range of awareness. Although the creative piece will be fiction, it will contain an amount of reality to it that hopefully would interest readers enough to research into it themselves. It is difficult to encourage people to read about mental health and abuse, so to engage more readers the piece will incorporate some traditional Romanian folklore and superstition, such as the old witches that live in the forests, the devil that tricks children into coming to his house, and the children who go ‘missing’ and become the Blajin (undead children). Using a reaction factor such as fear, is one way to capture the attention of a person, and that is what the creative piece will hopefully achieve.
As part of the research, I intend to do an interview with my partner, who was born in Transylvania and lived his life in Romania. He is a fountain of knowledge of the history, religion, and traditions, so his input will be a huge inspiration for the creative piece. Research will also extend into compiling a multitude of reading material from books, journals, online articles, and online interviews with orphans who lived that dreadfully hard life during the cold war and communism.
The piece will be a horror story, incorporating some truth and fiction. The desired result would be for the readers to have learnt about an important part of Romanian history, whilst also immersing themselves in a mysterious new land where the people have their own frightening folklore.
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Online:

Ceaușescu orphanages:

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/15/romania-orphanage-child-abusers-may-face-justice-30-years-on
Folklore of Romania:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folklore_of_Romania
Romania confronts ugly past involving abusive orphanages
https://apnews.com/article/45fba7bedcaf6ad61d4f40487cff1ad4
Interview:

Michael Daubner. Born in Transylvania and grew up in Romania.
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