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What is Moodle?
 11 Jan 2022 Home Articles Start studying abroad With the various innovations in communications networks hitting the world, it is interesting to note that the traditional means of imparting knowledge in schools and colleges or institutes of higher education have also been impacted to a considerable extent. Currently, it is estimated that the online education industry is worth approximately 38 billion Euros. In the United States, 3.5 million students are enrolled in online degree courses. Universities offering online degrees frequently make use of learning management systems to help students keep track of their learning materials and track their learning progress. Moodle is one of the more popular learning management systems. Find distance learning programmes What are learning management systems? In order to aid the various higher educational institutes in spreading knowledge and information as well as in interacting with the students. These are certain tools which provide extensive course management options and are known as Learning Management Systems or LMS. There are various such software tools available in the market which plays a very significant role in the spread of online education thus aiding the students in attaining the online degree. Online learning platform Moodle What is MOODLE? Moodle is a free software, a learning management system providing a platform for e-learning and it helps the various educators considerably in conceptualizing the various courses, course structures and curriculum thus facilitating interaction with online students. Moodle was devised by Martin Dougiamas and since its inception, its primary agenda has been to contribute suitably to the system of e-learning and facilitate online education and attainment of online degrees. Moodle actually stands for Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment and statistics reveal that about 14 million consumers are engaged in about 1.4 million courses propagated by this learning management system. Systems compatibility of MOODLE While Moodle presents certain common features in almost all similar e-learning tools, it also provides certain plug-in options. As an e-learning platform, Moodle features: blogs chats database activities glossaries support systems enabling the functioning in multiple languages content management regular examination and assessment The current infrastructure facilities adopted by Moodle enable it to support a plethora of plug-in options like graphical themes and content filters, enrolment and authentication processes as well as resource and question patterns. Any operating system that supports the usage of PHP allows the usage of an e-learning platform like Moodle and some of the systems where Moodle can perform without any alterations include Mac OS X, Windows, Linux, Unix, NetWare etc.


Moodle can be and is successfully used from early years of Primary schools through to the Secondary sector (examples) and universities worldwide. Moodle can be adapted to suit learners of all ages in any learning environment, including commercial training.
Advantage of using Moodle
The main reasons for using the system is because it is available at a relatively low cost, it has many different abilities that teachers and administrators can use to teach, and it is – to a certain extent – easy to implement. That being said, there are quite a few disadvantages of using Moodle that you should be aware of. It’s open source Great community Customizable Widely available Sell content online It’s familiar It has loads of content available Another advantage of Moodle is that it allows for many different types of content formats to be uploaded and available for use by the students and the instructor. Moodle not only allows for learning to be done online or at a distance but also it allows for resources to be available to students in who are in instructor-led classes. Moodle also has different options and tool available for use. Moodle allows for communication to happen between the instructor and students and students can also communicate with each other. Communication in Moodle range from forums, blogs, chats and messages among the individuals who are enrolled within a course. This is an advantage because if the course is an online or distance learning course, communication is key to ensure that the lesson is effective and if there is a problem, there are resources available to allow for effective communication.


Disadvantage of using Moodle
Disadvantages Of Using Moodle Even though the system has some advantages and is respected by a few institutions, there are a few problems and cons. This is, of course, because nothing can be perfect. The first big issue is the fact that Moodle is not fully developed to cope with big projects. While it may be useful for colleges or universities of small to medium size, the system might not work efficiently with larger schools or serve as a great way to conduct all classes in a city. The latter example is more hypothetical than factual, but if a Board of Education were to experiment with such an idea, Moodle may not be the wisest choice. Along these same lines, the more students that access the platform, the slower the system becomes. This can be troublesome for students when they are trying to take quizzes or tests, or just simply trying to access the course content. The website can also shut down on occasion, blocking the opportunity for students to access course materials. In addition to the lack of complete development, Moodle users frequently complain about the troubles they experience with customization. In order to perform efficient customization, you are going to need to know how to program and have some type of knowledge when it comes to coding.


Amount of time spent in Moodle?
This is not a fault with Moodle, it is just that computers are unable to track "time spent." For example, if you are reading this post, then leave your computer to take care of other business, then come back and click on the next post, how much time have you spend in this forum? How do you expect the computer to know that you stepped away? Well, having said this, you might find some ways to attempt to deduce the amount of time. Moodle tracks "clicks." It will be up to you to figure out what the student was really doing between clicks. Good luck. Might you be able to explain how you or your school sees how much time a student is studying for courses (meaning without any computers being used), either inside or outside of the classroom? For example, if a student is in the classroom, but attends to a text message on their phone, is this counted as "study time?" I am just providing thoughts and trying to help you understand why moodle doesn't report bogus.


What type of learning student like the most?
Physical lessons
Advantages
· More interaction
A classroom environment offers students the opportunity to have face-to-face interactions with their peers and instructors. This is an added social benefit as well as an educational aid. Because students see the same peers in class every session, they get a chance to form friendships. In the case of higher learning, pupils can find potential lifelong professional connections. On the educational side, students get a chance to participate in a lecture or class discussion physically. If students don't understand something, they can always ask the instructor for clarification is always an option.
· Traditional experience
In some cases, the classroom environment is the only style of education the students know, and therefore the situation that they are most comfortable learning in. In the classroom, students get the opportunity for hands-on, structured learning instead of being presented with the course books, written lectures and self-directed activities distance learning provides. Many students rely on this structure to support their learning, and changing to an online learning experience might make it challenging for them to retain material.


Disadvantages 
· No flexibility
A campus-based learning experience means the class schedule is predetermined and not subject to change. Students must shape their personal schedules around school instead of the other way around. If plans unexpectedly change or an emergency comes up, the student cannot adjust the class schedule to turn in the work at a different time. If a scheduling conflict arises between work and school, students are forced to choose between getting an education and getting a paycheck.
· Travel considerations
With classroom learning, students must physically attend the courses to get credit for attendance. Those who must travel long distances to get to school must allot enough time to arrive on time, particularly in instances in which inclement weather is involved. A long commute may also mean a spending more money on gas over a long period of time which, when combined with the cost of education, may present an issue to financially challenged students.


Online lessons
Advantages
· Less in cost: The best part of this online learning is it much more affordable compared to old-fashioned learning. In digital classes, parents are free to buy uniforms or spend travelling expensesand can save extra money. Due to this advantage of online education, economically weaker students can funfill their dreams. You should pay for university credits and save a lot of money with digital classes.

· Self-paced: Digital learning is often self-paced where you can do your work in your own time, unlike traditional classes. If there are no teachers, so you can easily take your own leisure time in finishing your work.

· Time saving: In online classes, there is no commute included as a student can learn and get a degree while sitting at the comfort of their home.

· Tech-savvy: As you are using technology for learning so you can become tech-savvy by digital learnings. Yet, this is a good things as in today’s age of technology most of the jobs require tech-savvy employees.


Disadvantages
· Lose concentration: Without having proper care for students while online lasses by teachers they can easily lose focus on studies. Also, virtual classes can be done through phone or laptop gadgets wherestudents easily move to games or videos on Youtube for entertainment. This completely makes them go off track from subject studies.

· Isolation: While digital education has its perks many students feel a sense of isolation and become depressed. This is due to little to no human contact and socializing with peers. Both students and teaxchers alike are prone to loneliness in virtual learning.

· Health issues: Many parents are worried about theur child’s health as it is unhealthy to sit for hours in front of computer screen. Looking at the screen for too long can also damage their eyesight. Not only that, back problems  due to incorrect sitting positions may arise.

· Expensive: We know that you have been confuse after seeing this disadvantage. As we have said earlier that it is less in cost but it is also expensive for economically weaker students. Parents who are jobless due to health problems can not afford smartphones or computers for students online learnings. In such cases, digital learning may be accesible but it’s not readily affordable.



 Obviously, using Moodle is dependent on your certain situation. Small to medium-sized educational institutions with a good team of programmers will experience less problems than those of larger size who lack programming skill. Hopefully the disadvantages of using Moodle identified here will help you make your decision on Moodle and whether or not it is the right system for you.
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