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	Language and Literacy in the digital age.	

Introduction: 
In this assignment I will be reading a physical and digital version of the story  ‘Jac a’r goeden ffa’ which translates as ‘Jack and the beanstalk’. Throughout this assignment I aim to examine storytelling and why it is important to engage the reader through questions and prompts, and why modifying content to align with readers is beneficial. Why reading digitally and physically is important and why using oracy in the digital and physical literacy is effective. I will also be researching  what is good about using onomatopoeia, how the children learn with voice changes and the theory behind how you talk to children. In both physical and digital formats, storytelling, reading, and oracy, amplified through expressive techniques, offer an engaging and meaningful learning experience that nurtures children's language growth and curiosity.
Main Body:
Storytelling
Storytelling plays a vital role in fostering literacy, creativity, and emotional development. Interacting with narratives enables individuals to enhance their reading, writing, and comprehension abilities, which serve as the building blocks of literacy. Through these tales, people are exposed to diverse vocabulary, intricate sentence forms, and narrative frameworks, all of which contribute to improved communication skills and cognitive growth. (Technology Teaching Resources, 2024) In the current digital era, storytelling transcends traditional methods, also nurturing digital literacy. With the advancement of technology, storytelling has transformed to include multimedia platforms such as videos, podcasts, and social media, merging written, visual, and audio components. According to Spjeldnæs and Karlsen (2022) This transformation encourages critical thinking, adaptability, and digital communication, all of which are essential in an information-driven society. Via blogs, digital storytelling applications, or interactive stories, learners actively participate in both crafting and decoding digital content. Consequently, storytelling effectively links traditional literacy with the requirements of a digitally proficient community. (Medium, 2024) Creating a narrative structure and using visual elements is also important when considering strategies for storytelling. Organizing the content in a way that tells a story, for example, having a start, middle and an end is important as it establishes the setting and characters, it adds conflict and a problem to solve, allows for a dramatic rescue and it forms a complete whole and is essential for a story. (Aboo Bakar, 2019)
Engaging the reader through questions and prompts for reflection, as well as tailoring content to fit readers’ needs and preferences, are both highly effective storytelling techniques. By inviting readers to consider their own perspectives, a storyteller fosters a connection that transforms passive reading into an active, immersive experience. (Stein, 2023) According to Reading Rockets (No Date) Questions spark curiosity, encouraging readers to engage more deeply with the narrative and heightening suspense. Posing questions like “What would you do?” or “Have you experienced this?” invites readers to reflect on their own lives, deepening their involvement in the story. This depth with personal experience creates a stronger emotional bond, helping readers feel the characters' struggles and triumphs more profoundly and making the story truly memorable. (Culture, 2020)
Modifying content to align with readers preferences and needs results in a more tailored and immersive experience.  For physical books, writers can similarly address targeted audiences by developing content that resonates more profoundly with those readers. (Linkedin.com, 2024) By customizing content to align with readers’ anticipations, the narrative not only becomes more satisfied but also more logical. Furthermore, tailored content enhances comprehension by clarifying complex concepts for younger audiences or introducing depth and detail for older readers. For instance, children's literature frequently modifies vocabulary, pacing, and structure to suit age requirements, while digital platforms can further fine-tune these aspects based on user input. Collectively, these modifications elevate readers understanding and overall experience, crafting a narrative that feels genuinely significant. (Partnerships, F. 2023)
Reading
Reading is beneficial in the digital and physical literacy because, digital reading can occasionally delay comprehension, particularly with lengthy and intricate texts, as screens may shape reading behaviours in ways that restrict understanding and critical analysis. Engaging with screens often promotes skimming or superficial interaction, which can result in lower ability to understand and fewer opportunities for in-depth viewing. (Hopman-Droste, 2022)  Nevertheless, digital books present unique benefits for children who are vulnerable to learning disabilities. Independently interacting with a digital book can be more beneficial for vocabulary enhancement than having an adult read from a physical book. (Schwartz, 2016) This advantage likely stems from the interactive elements that digital books provide, such as audio and visual resources, which aid in reinforcing language and concepts, this facilitating vocabulary expands in ways that traditional prints can not.
When choosing between digital and print formats, it is essential to evaluate which one aligns better with your preferences, as each format provides distinct advantages that can greatly influence your reading journey. Digital books are incredibly portable and easily accessible, enabling you to carry an entire collection on a single device, making them ideal for reading while on the move. (Wood, 2022) They frequently include built-in features such as adjustable font sizes, search capabilities, and hyperlinks, which can enhance interaction, particularly for those who value engagement or require quick access to definitions and contextual information. Conversely, print books deliver a tactile sensation that many readers find more immersive and fulfilling, and research indicates that physically turning pages can support memory retention and comprehension. (Baron, 2021) Additionally, print books help diminish screen fatigue and enhance concentration, making them well-suited for prolonged reading sessions without the interruptions of notifications or the strain of screens. By thoughtfully selecting a format based on these considerations, you can elevate both your enjoyment and effectiveness as a reader. (Culture, 2020) 
For those who prefer digital reading, implementing targeted strategies can further enhance understanding and retention of on-screen material. (Benson, 2020). Modifying screen brightness to a comfortable setting and taking regular breaks can help avert eye strain and maintain sharp focus, while annotation tools like digital highlighting and note-taking can facilitate active engagement with the text. (Jabr, 2013) These techniques become even more crucial when dealing with complex or dense material that demands greater involvement. Employing deep reading strategies specifically designed for digital media encourages readers to critically assess and reflect on the content, allowing for a more meaningful interaction with it. Research suggests that with appropriate training in these methods, digital reading can be just as effective as print for grasping and recalling information. Both educators and readers stand to gain from guidance on navigating digital platforms, annotating proficiently, and actively engaging with digital texts. This training empowers readers to extract meaning more thoroughly, thereby enhancing their comprehension, focus, and overall involvement with the material, ultimately enriching their reading experience and making it more rewarding. (Allcott, 2021)
Oracy
To use oracy effectively when reading a physical or digital book, consider the following strategies. First, choosing the appropriate vocabulary is crucial when employing oracy in reading, as it needs to be tailored to both the audience and the book's content. (Voice 21, NoDate)  Language that connects with readers ensures they understand the material while also building a bond with the text. This method promotes improved engagement, retention, and interpretation. The vocabulary should align with the text's complexity, steering clear of language that is either overly simplistic or excessively intricate for the readers. Carefully selected words assist in guiding readers through the material and enriching their overall reading experience. Next, understanding the main points is vital for effective oracy. (Quigley,  2024) Educators or readers can utilize oracy to distil significant ideas, reinforcing comprehension and ensuring clarity of content. By articulating and elaborating on others thoughts, learners enhance their understanding and make connections to broader concepts. This process transforms students from passive listeners to active participants, enabling them to discuss and reflect on key ideas, thereby fortifying their grasp of the material. It also nurtures critical thinking as students analyse the text and investigate its deeper meanings. (Pearson.com, 2024)
Additionally, integrating oracy into everyday classroom practice cultivates a more holistic learning experience. Educators can weave oracy strategies across various subjects, positioning spoken language as a tool for learning beyond just reading. (MET, NoDate) Promoting the use of oral language in all disciplines, such as history, science, or mathematics, aids in the development of students' communication skills. It also empowers students to actively articulate their understanding and engage in discussions, rather than simply absorbing information. Posing questions is another vital oracy strategy. By encouraging students to think critically, teachers can assist them in exploring ideas more deeply, igniting curiosity and thoughtful reflection. (English-Speaking Union, 2024) Thoughtfully crafted questions prompt students to move beyond surface-level answers, contemplate different viewpoints, and draw their own conclusions. This approach also stimulates class discussions, allowing students to share insights, listen to others, and collaboratively refine their ideas. It fosters an environment of active learning and debate, which bolsters cognitive development. (College, 2024)
Finally, promoting inclusive practices in oracy guarantees that all students, regardless of their backgrounds or abilities, have the chance to participate. High-quality oracy education fosters a classroom atmosphere where every student feels valued and empowered to speak up, welcoming diverse perspectives and experiences. (Main, 2021) Inclusive oracy nurtures a supportive learning community where all students can engage in discussions and learn from each other. This approach enhances the classroom dynamic, ensuring that everyone has the chance to engage meaningfully with the material and achieve success. (Watson, 2024)
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Onomatopoeia, such as “boom,” “crash,” or “bang,” enhances storytelling and poetry by directly appealing to readers’ senses. These sound words animate scenes, crafting vivid imagery that boosts the energy and memorability of the narrative. (Trinka, 2024) In children’s literature, onomatopoeia injects humour and excitement, allowing readers to feel actively engaged in the action. By triggering an auditory response, it enables readers to "hear" the story, enriching the atmosphere and intensifying the impact of action scenes. Furthermore, these words simplify descriptions, offering immediate sensory cues that facilitate visualization of scenes.(Literary Devices, 2018) In poetry, onomatopoeia can enhance rhyme schemes, imparting a rhythmic, playful quality to the language.
Children gain considerable advantages from encountering varied vocal expressions during storytelling. When adults adjust their tone to mirror a character’s traits and feelings, they breathe life into the characters, making them more dynamic and relatable, which in turn captivates children more deeply in the story. (Cove, 2024) This variation in voice aids children in understanding the emotions and drives of various characters, promoting both their comprehension and their capacity for empathy. (Learn, NoDate) Non-verbal signals, such as gestures or facial expressions, significantly enrich children's understanding by providing a visual dimension to the emotions expressed. (Russak and Wong, 2019)  These signals assist children in recognizing the significance of expression in storytelling, enabling them to forge a stronger connection with the content. By demonstrating expressive reading, adults set a powerful example of how skilled readers can bring a story to life. Through exposure to these essential words or variations in tone, children appreciate the importance of reading expressively.
An engaging method like “parrot reading,” where children imitate the sounds and tones they hear, motivates them to actively listen and replicate expressive cues, thereby boosting their confidence in reading with emotion. (Team, 2022) Acting out stories or rehearsing with simple books in an enthusiastic manner also gives children the chance to explore expression themselves, fostering their comfort with voice adjustment and enhancing their ability to convey a story’s atmosphere and depth. Talking to children is a powerful way to build their brains. Conversations between parents, caregivers, and children ignite the language centres in a child's brain. (Walsh, 2018) According to Vygotsky, adults foster children's cognitive development by engaging them in challenging and meaningful activities, conveying the meaning they attach to objects, events, and experiences. (Cherry, 2023)  Vygotsky’s learning theory also explains that allowing children to be active learners through talking is necessary to clarify what they have learnt, but also that children need to have good role models to learn from, defined as the ‘Zone of Proximal Development. (The critical blog, 2015)




Conclusion:
In both digital and physical literacy, storytelling, reading, and oracy act as powerful mechanisms that enhance comprehension, engagement, and communication. Storytelling animates narratives, enabling readers to forge emotional bonds with the content and connect it to their own lives. Reading, in both digital and print formats, cultivates critical thinking and empathy as readers confront a variety of viewpoints and concepts. Oracy further amplifies these skills by encouraging active involvement, dialogue, and contemplation, which deepens understanding and aids in language development. Collectively, these practices foster a more vibrant, inclusive, and enriched literacy experience, equipping learners with essential skills that extend beyond the page or screen and into real-world interactions.
I have not used AI In this assignment.
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