	Target 1
	Make more explicit use of literature more to support the discussion.

	Target 2
	Proofread for the occasional error.

	Target 3
	Develop a more critical voice in places.
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A reflective account: How has literature and professional experience challenged your beliefs and assumptions about how schools respond to opportunities and challenges in their community?
Going into this course, I, like most, had some beliefs and assumptions about the Foundation Phase, how it works, and how teaching is practiced in it. For example, initially I did not believe that the parents of children in school would be very much involved in what goes on in school, as it is separate from homelife. I also did not think that outdoor play and lessons outside of the school grounds would be very important for learning, as I was under the impression that the vast majority of learning simply takes place in the classroom. As well as this, I have always had the belief that inclusivity is very important in the classroom, including children from different communities, cultures and backgrounds. Studying literature and my professional experience has helped to challenge some of my beliefs and reinforce the other ones. As Grigg and Lewis (2016) state, children need to develop a “wider set of skills and dispositions” in order to succeed in later life and going into the workforce, which can be developed through outdoor learning and getting involved with the community while in school. Evidence such as this is what has gone on to challenge my previous attitudes towards how important involving the community is with school learning. My professional experience in my placement school, and discussing with the staff there, has helped to inform me and reshape my attitudes towards this particular subject.
Initially, I was under the impression that parental influence was not major in school, especially in terms of the Foundation Phase. I did not realise that in the probable majority of schools, parents are very much involved in their children’s learning. For example, in my placement school, parents are involved in a number of aspects of their children’s learning. This includes Home-School communication diaries that children from Year 1 to the later years have, to record their progress in school, note down their reading progress, and to raise anything notable that may have happened in the school day. As well as this, the school has held numerous activity days in which parents have been able to come in and get involved with learning. For example, the school has held “Book Café” days, where the parents can come, sit down with their child, get a cup of tea or coffee, and read with their child. This helps to create a relaxed environment where the parents can help assist their children with their reading development. Another example of this is when the school held a day for Year 3 pupils to invite their parents, as well as people from different careers, for a “Local Superheroes” day as part of their Superheroes topic, in order to show them how important local people and parents are to their community. These, as well as many other examples, show how it is important for parents to involve themselves in their children’s learning. As well as this being beneficial for children, it appears to be beneficial for parents too. A research project was undertaken by Margy Whalley and the Pen Green Centre Team (2001) found that 3 parents who got involved with the nursery in Pen Green found the experience to be very beneficial to them, as they made new friends with the other parents, and helped  their children with their learning. From this experience and evidence, I have learned a lot about the importance of involving parents in their children’s learning, and it has helped me to realise my assumptions were not correct.
My personal experiences in primary school were limited in terms of how much outdoor learning took place within the community. Therefore, this has led to the belief that outdoor and community learning was not very important for child development. However, research, literature and professional experience has helped me to realise that this is not true. During my professional experience in my placement school, I have learned about how teaching out in the community is very important. Every year in the school is taken for swimming lessons in the local leisure centre one day every fortnight. Doing this helps the children to learn essential skills in an area outside of the classroom. During my research I have learned a lot about the influence of forest schools. Knight (2011) states that children need “uninterrupted time, and opportunities to experiment” when it comes to forest schools in order to gain the best experience from them. Forest schools can be very beneficial for young children to learn as it gives them real life outdoor experiences that can be very beneficial for later life. My placement school does not have access to a forest school unfortunately. However, this is made up for in their “wild area”. This is an outdoor area that is full of trees, nature and wildlife. The children have opportunities to go there to learn about nature, get involved with physical activity, and develop their gross and fine motor skills, especially for the younger years. Giving them this opportunity to go outdoors to learn in an environment outside of the classroom is very good practice, as it allows the children to develop skills they would otherwise miss out on in class. This experience and outside research have helped me to realise that outdoor learning in the community is very beneficial for learning and is a good method for schools to use in order to allow children opportunities go out into their local community and learn.
The third belief that I had before starting my research and practice is that inclusivity for everyone from different backgrounds, cultures and communities is very important within the classroom. I have always believed that inclusivity is very important in school, and the literature I have read, and my professional experience, has helped to reinforce and extend my knowledge on this belief. Len Barton (2003) states that inclusive education is “concerned with the well-being of all pupils”, which is a very important stance to take when it comes to education, as all children’s needs must be considered. My placement school demonstrated very good practice in terms of inclusivity, as it is very welcoming to children and families of all backgrounds and cultures. In the school’s “Respecting Others: Anti-bullying Policy”, it states that children there are “expected to value and celebrate everyone’s differences, skills and talents”, among other things that promote equality and inclusivity in the classroom. While I have been in the school during practice, I have seen inclusivity very well demonstrated for children from different cultures and communities. For example, there are displays around the school demonstrating what the children have learned about in their topic studies. One example of these is a display about Diwali in a Year 1 class, as there are multiple children there that come from families that celebrate Diwali. As well as this, the school has hosted many days for their large number of children from MOD families to go out and celebrate their background and their parents’ work. Both of these are prime examples of how the school has encouraged their pupils to celebrate their cultural differences and learn more about each other. Inclusivity is a major theme in classrooms in my placement school, and I expect it is within the vast majority of other schools, as all children have the right to feel safe and welcomed in their school. This has helped me to learn more about differences in culture, community and inclusivity, and helped to reinforce a belief I have always held. 
In conclusion, I have learned a lot from my reading, research, and professional experience in school, that has helped me to reconsider what I previously believed about how schools respond to challenges in their community. Some of my beliefs have been completely changed, as I have seen how schools respond well to learning out in the community, and inclusivity in the classroom. The Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership (QTS) state that “the importance of positive involvement of parents/carers and other partners is understood” as part of the standards for good practice. Therefore, following this in the classroom is very important for creating a healthy environment where parents are a key part of their children’s learning, and the children feel comfortable with their parents assisting their learning. Creating an environment where children from all communities, cultures and backgrounds feel safe and able to learn is critical for good learning. The many texts I have read on inclusive education, community learning, and other topics such as this have helped to inform my opinions and beliefs, and I believe that this will help me to continue good practice into my teaching.


[bookmark: _GoBack]References
· “Respecting Others: Anti-bullying Policy” – My placement school https://www.prendergastcpschool.org.uk/policies/ 
· A-Z of Learning Outside the Classroom – Russell Grigg & Helen Lewis, 2016 – Pg. 13.
· Involving Parents in their Children’s Learning – Margy Whalley and the Pen Green Centre Team, 2001 – Pg. 117
· Profession Standards for Teaching and Leadership (QTS) - https://v3.pebblepad.co.uk/spa/#/public/kwhG4Zc488cnybxG3k5dzs8g5r 
· Risk and Adventure in Early Years Outdoor Play: Learning from Forest Schools – Sara Knight, 2011 – Pg. 12
