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Task 1
Pros And Cons of Blended Learning in The University Education

Pros

Blended learning contributes to improved social skills. It offers a unique supportive learning network which contributes to the development of social-emotional skills. This offers students with a platform which they can utilize when it comes to developing confidence, enhance their self-management skills, facilitate collaborative skills, and contributes to a resilient growth in their mindset (Hamad, 2017). 


Additionally, contributes development of independent learning. Being self-reliant is an important skill in the development of the life of a student. Blended learning offers students with the opportunity to maintain a personal drive towards looking for information online independently as opposed to just sitting in the classroom and depending on what the lecturer is teaching them. Consequently, it saves institutions from increased costs acquiring equipment’s and making specific materials available. 

Moreover, blended learning is easy to access since materials and resources can be easily accessed online. This can be attributed to the fact that computers and software’s are easily accessible and one can use them anywhere. This is also more effective especially when it comes to introvert students who enjoy such experience. The flexibility of online learning can be attributed to its accessibility 24/7 with no scheduled conflict as long as one has internet/WIFI access. 

Furthermore, blended learning is considered to be flexible and accessible in terms of place and time. Online materials can be easily accessed through smartphones, tablets, and desktops. As a result of this, it is easy to operate since it relies on asynchronized communication and students can enjoy total control over what they can access. In fact, based on a study by GlobalWebIndex, internet users who are aged between 18 and 34 years spend approximately 3 hours 38 minutes surfing the web through the use of smartphones alone (Tshabalala et al., 2014). This show how online learning is a confinity platform to student learning in the university.

It offers the chance of improving technical and digital skills. Blended learning offers a system where students can improve their technical and digital skills. Since there are different learning methods used in blended learning, they easily get familiar with the variations that exist in these models. Also, it is considered to being cheap hence allow institutions to save a lot of expenses. 
Cons


Blended learning can contribute to creation or exacerbation of digital divide. There are several factors that can contribute to this divide. For those in disadvantaged neighborhoods, they are less likely to access internet or enjoy the accessibility of the digital materials like cell phones, and computers. As a result, such students are not able to utilize the necessary resources hence contributing to poor performance. Also, social status of students can determine whether they can access these important learning materials and even enjoy internet and WIFI services which require monetary investment.  

Moreover, blended learning is highly dependent on technology. For internet first time users, they can find it as being difficult for them. Utilizing the technology requires one to have specific skill to easily manipulate and use the internet. Without this knowhow, it can prove to be difficult for one to access the different resources offered (Tshabalala et al., 2014). Also, the use of technology cannot be considered to be a natural way of learning in that one has to learn in order to be able to use it and with practice it becomes easy to use. Besides, it can prove to be a difficult approach when it comes to setting up the internal structures used to implement the blended learning. 

Unavailable internet and WIFI services. For effective implementation on blended learning, the necessary infrastructure has to be put in place (Hamad, 2017). With lack of internet or WIFI service, it makes it difficult for students to easily execute their learning. Geographical location plays a crucial role in making this possible. Some areas may prove to be difficult for one to access internet services hence rendering learning difficult.  

Moreover, blended learning can prove to be non-effective especially for users who have limited computer and IT knowledge. The lack of training and the technological challenges that come with it, it proves to be difficult to execute (Tshabalala et al., 2014). Without the necessary knowledge, it becomes difficult to access the internet and also becomes a challenge when it comes to accessing different resources are laid down in the site.  
Blended learning can also prove to be challenging for students with learning difficulties. Example of such students are the ones with Dyspraxia who find themselves in a difficult position where they cannot concentrate easily (Papadopoulou, 2020). As a result, they tend to struggle gaining access to the different educational platforms without the necessary help given to them. These students require a closer attention and external support that can help access the necessary learning materials. 

E-learning also does not encourage social interaction. As opposed to the traditional learning approach, students in online classes tend to fail to meet physically with their fellow students. As a result, it makes it hard for them to form personal relationships with their colleagues and also discourages team spirit (Papadopoulou, 2020). They cannot meet physically to carry out group discussions or even get the necessary help from their teachers. As a result, it proves to be a disadvantage for those who need physical help
Some students require face to face teaching. Irrespective of current society embracing technology, some students still find it difficult for them getting necessary help by just accessing the internet. For better understanding of the different educational materials, they need to interact with their teacher face to face. Failure to have this always make them experience difficulty with their education. 
Pros and cons of traditional class room learning in the HE sectors

Pros


Traditional classroom learning allows for active learning of students. The traditional campus life has always proven to be beneficial to students since they are able to closely interact with their lecturers and instructors. Online learning does not offer this luxury since they don’t interact on a personal level with their teachers or students (Potomac.edu, 2020). The on-campus students can always set an appointment with their professors where they can easily interact face-to-face to discuss important issues pertaining to their class, performance, and projects. 

Also, classroom learning helps in the maintenance of interpersonal relationships. Students on campus throughout their campus experience. As a result, they are able to easily create meaningful relationships which in most cases gets to las for a long time even when they graduate from campus (Papadopoulou, 2020). The fundamental role that universities work to achieve is to be part of many individual and group projects that would allow for close communication with colleagues.   


Additionally, some courses/majors cannot be taught online. For students who are considering to study courses such as nursing, agriculture, biology, music among many others has to be physically present on campus (Papadopoulou, 2020). As much as it is easy to take some of the online classes for these courses, it proves to be difficult to carry out labs, clinical practices and majority of the performances cannot be achieved without having the traditional campus class. Having such classes offers these students with the opportunity to access equipment’s and materials crucial for them to become professionals. 
Furthermore, in traditional classroom learning, learning is scheduled. The university officials play a crucial role in the organization of courses in a way that all students can easily attend. Class attendance incorporates different factors including joining class on time (Papadopoulou, 2020). By doing so, students are expected to create a routine on their won hence teach them to be punctual and disciplined. By doing so, they get to develop important skills that they carry out into their adulthood hence being important and reliable people in the society. 
The final advantage is that it incorporates extra-curricular activities. Some of the school experiences are the ones that one cannot just gain from any other place (Potomac.edu, 2020). The incorporation of field trips, school activities, and the different clubs play a crucial role in the life of students. By taking part in these activities, it is easy for students acquire life lessons that are beneficial to them. 

Cons 

There are several disadvantages of traditional classroom learning. One of the disadvantages is the lack of student focused learning. Traditional learning puts students in a position where most value on standards, curriculum and the passing of tests can be seen to have an opposing impact on student-focused leaning (Papadopoulou, 2020). Value is placed on the standards, curriculum and the passing of tests as opposed to the student-focused learning. 

Also, there is scheduled stiffness. There is no significant flexibility when it comes to the creation of personal calendar which offers an order that allows for the combination of studies and the personal and work life (Poudel, 2019). Additionally, there is scheduled stiffness. The traditional classroom experience offers no flexibility especially when it comes to the creation of a personal calendar that can help in the creation of an order that can allow for the combination of studies and the personal or work of life. 

Moreover, there is significant increase in costs in form of time and money. There is significant involvement of commuting demand that comes from the economic expense (Papadopoulou, 2020). For the case where the classroom is far, time plays an important role and needs to be taken into account. One has to be in the spot for them to make a decision on whether the trip whether it is worth it or not (TCI, 2019). Furthermore, we have the loss of individualization in a large of students. It has always proven hard for teachers to have a customized study plan that is able to fit with the needs of every individual that is in the group. As a result, it is hard for certain individuals to adjust to a given study. 
Finally, there is less and more expensive didactic materials available. In a given society, traditional education is considered to be more limited especially when it comes with the different educational formats. Compared to online learning, there exists challenges especially since there are not pictures, videos or forums which cannot be accessed 24/7 (Poudel, 2019). Now the feature is expected to limit the learning and contribute to a good study plan. 
Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present. 


For traditional classroom learning there exist significant differences compared to the present learning. In the past, education was more based on books and lectures but now there has been significant changes with the integration of different technologies. In the past students would spend majority of their time in libraries in order for them to learn, understand and even do their assignments and homework’s (Zhang et al., 2004). The most significant changes that has been seen over time is the changes in curriculum to students being thought important skills as opposed to content. The skills are focused on science and technology and science of medicine among many others

On the other hand, online learning was not properly executed. In the past there was no easy access to internet and WIFI, hence students relied more on the library services to get content. The closest the come to online communication was the use of emails to send different class materials. However, currently, online learning is fully integrated to the point where one can attend class, do homework’s and even exams. The platform also offers a easy interaction between students and their teachers (Chen & Jones, 2007). One can also seek clarification through zoom, emails, or messaging system offered by the school. The access to internet and WIFI is one that has been geographically made possible hence it is not easy to miss such a class. 
Recommendations you would make based on your evaluation.

1. For proper integration of online learning, all students should be given equal opportunities when it comes to accessing internet and equipment crucial in accessing the class like computers, phones, and tablets. 
2. Students with special needs to be equally catered for in order for them to enjoy the online studies. 
3. As much as online learning is being fully integrated, the physical appearance in school should not be eliminated since they lose a lot of skills that would help them in future. Example is participating in sports which is key to developing one’s sports career. 
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