Within this report I will be describing the key Crime Prevention theories and explain how they might be applied in practice. I will be using as much relevant information on the topic at hand through online research, case law and my own knowledge.
Firstly, situational crime prevention “focuses on the settings where crime occurs, rather than on those committing specific criminal acts. The emphasis is on managerial and environmental change that reduces opportunities for crimes to occur”, this implies that the situation crime prevention thinks that with a change in the environment a change in crime rate could also ensue. The situation crime prevention theory first got suggested and slowly gained interest and popularity thanks to Edwin Sutherland (1947) who “argued that crime was either ‘historical’ influenced by previous personal history, or ‘situational’ the environmental factors encompassing the crime scene” and therefore, the situational crime prevention theories were made.  (Clarke, 1997), (College of Policing, 2022), (Criminology and Criminal Justice, 2018), (Criminology Wiki)
Situational crime prevention is based on two related theories, the rational choice theory by the “philosopher Adam Smith”, which states that “potential offenders rationally choose to commit crime, and also the methods used in order to do so. This choice is influenced by the offender’s need to maximise reward while minimising risk”, this can be seen used throughout life everyday due to people only looking for the greatest benefit towards themselves this could range from taking someone’s possessions to sell for yourself, however it can also be seen in corporations when they don’t treat there staff right by underpaying them for the job their doing, however it can also be seen for the positive with those looking out for themselves can include their health as well so if someone decided that for their health they’ll stop smoking then they’ve weighed the benefits and the risk which would to have healthy lungs and heavily reduce the chance of something like cancer. On the other hand, the other situational crime prevention theory is said to be the routine activities theory by Cohen and Felson, which states that “in order for a crime to occur, there must the presence of three linked elements: motivated offenders, suitable targets, and the absence of capable guardians. Capable guardians can include people such as security guards or the police, as well as environmental factors, such as locks or other security devices”, this theory is linked to a persons environment and the people surrounding them, it suggests that three things that are “motivated offenders” which is someone who’s willing to commit a crime for their own benefit, a “suitable target” suggesting perhaps that a crime has to be planned out before it committed which is not the case with crimes such as random stabbing happening all over the country and lastly the missing presence of a “capable guardian” which if referring to a persons parents or carer the they could set in rules or punishments if their child plans or starts to do bad things and keeping them on a right path. (College of Policing, 2022), (Akhilesh Ganti, 2021)
Other ways said to be used for crime prevention would be the hotspot policing, SARA, or POP models. From these crime prevention models the one I will be talking about is the hotspot model as I believe its closely linked to and used in situational crime prevention. The description of hot spot policing it that its “is a strategy that involves the targeting of resources and activities to those places where crime is most concentrated. The strategy is based on the premise that crime and disorder is not evenly spread within neighbourhoods but clustered in small locations.” As mentioned, hotspot policing focuses on the area where crime is high and for example will then have more routine checks with more active police officers in that area to either deter crime from being committed or being in a more able position to stop the offence before it goes any further and is said to be an effective model. (College of Policing 2021)
With situation crime prevention said to prioritize the area that crime is occurring. So, to tackle the crime issue Cornish and Clarke were said to have “produced 25 techniques of situational crime prevention, which detailed various types of interventions to reduce crime. The 25 techniques were split into five specific groups these five groups are “increase the effort”, “increase the risks”, “reduce the rewards”, reduce the provocations” and lastly “remove the excuses” of these five specific groups the first group I’ll be talking about in the effort to reduce crime is the “increase the effort” group. Within this group as mentioned is five techniques that are used to reduce crime in different situations when needed, these five techniques are “target harden” technique is used for “tamper-proof packaging” to reduce theft, “control access to facilities” is used when screening bags for illegal substances or weapons, “screen exits” technique is seen with the use of “electronic merchandise tags” to reduce shop lifting, “deflect offenders” is used to separate certain groups of people such as different gendered toilets, and lastly “control tools /weapons” technique is used when a mobile phone is stolen or lost and is therefore disabled so that it can’t be used by others. Secondly “increase the risks” techniques and example use are firstly “extend guardianship” as mentioned earlier this can be a parent or career or even police officers doing routine checks and is linked to groups like the “neighbourhood watch”, “assist natural surveillance” is another technique used to reduce crime by increasing the “street lighting” so that it would be easier for example to then identify a witness through a camera due to the extra lighting, “reduce anonymity” can be seen in the school dress code that makes all “school uniform” mandatory and assigned for gender however you could argue that this takes away some individuality. “Utilise place managers” seen through the use of “CCTV in double-decker buses” due to with the driver downstairs and not able to check on the upstairs part the bus the CCTV will deter those from trying to do anything. “Strengthen formal surveillance” is the last technique within this group and is linked with the use of “security guards” and “burglar alarm” and this group in a whole is just to increase the risk of committing a crime. The next group is “reduce the rewards” of crime, and can be seen through “concealing and removing a target” which can be used for removing a person from a potentially dangerous situation or parking, another technique is said to be “Identify property” which Is when someone puts a specific marker they know on their property seen with “cattle branding”, “disrupt markers” are a technique where you monitor a certain place such as “pawn shop” which could be for example laundering money. Another way to prevent crime is said to “reduce provocations”, this involves “reducing frustrations and stress” through something as simple as an “efficient queuing” system for a concert, trying to “avoid disputes” by separating rival football teams throughout the day for example, “reduce emotional arousal” by putting limits or “controls on violent pornography” so that people will be exposed as little as possible to those sort of acts, when with friends it’s easier to be pressured or convinced into doing something you not certain on or know for a fact is bad for you such as smoking but since a person could believe that its being offered form a place of trust will take it leading to why “neutralising peer pressure” is a technique that’s needed and has leaded to many tv adverts about why those substances or social circle is bad, and lastly the technique to “discourage imitation” such as distasteful graffiti and through “rapid repairs of vandalism” could see that their time is just being wasted and discourage them to do it again. The last group I will talk about is the “remove the excuses” and the first technique id like to mention is “set rules” this can see through “rental agreements” so that there can’t be any argument for the rental client or the property owner, secondly “post instructions” this is when signs for “no parking” or “private property” and therefore since the since is there it’ll deter anyone who doesn’t have the right to be there won’t unless they want a fine. Another technique is the “alert conscious” and is used to remind people of what is and is not allowed in some instances such as messing that says “shoplifting is stealing” and therefore anyone who might’ve had the idea to steal will hopefully think twice and is in the back of their mind,  to make it easier for people not to commit a crime the technique of “assist compliance” help with that with things such as public “bins” and “toilets” to stop potential littering or public indecency and the last technique said to be in this group is the “control of drugs and alcohol” through things such as a “breathalyser” to stop something like drink drinking that could lead to many issues due them not being in control of a moving vehicle. Through these techniques it’s made clear that the police and those involved have tried to cover as many factors as possible that contribute or lead to crime being committed and have therefore put a structure in place to try and stop it happening before it’s too late. (College of Policing, 2022), (Cornish and Clarke, 2003), (UNODC)
A case study that involves crime prevention in the effort to reduce crime is said to take place within the “Caribbean”, specifically “Trinidad and Tobago”, “where the homicide rate is approximately 40 times higher than that of England and Wales, and few crimes ever result in prosecutions and convictions”, with these kinds of statistics it’s clear that something needed to change otherwise they’ll be stuck in a cycle of crime and hate. Therefore, they did a trail run of sorts where “each of the districts was paired with its most similar district, based on the number of serious violent crimes, such as homicides, shootings, and armed robberies. In each of the 20 pairs, one was randomly assigned to implement the new system of policing, and the other continued with the previous approach.” Through the use of this hot spot policing method found that by “tightly managing the number, location, and frequency of police patrols can reduce violent crime rates by 50%, simply by concentrating police resources where and when they are needed most.” This shows this method works and is effective at reducing crime, its also cost effective due to the only expenses would be the manpower but for this method no expensive tools or equipment are needed. Its easy to implement thanks to evidence-based policing they can find the hotspots and then allocate the needed work force in those chosen hotspot areas, some would argue that it disperses the criminals and crime elsewhere however this doesn’t happen as supported by Spelman and Eck (1989) who said that “people move but places don’t” reinforcing the fact that all the methods, crime prevention theories and techniques are all “focusing on the settings where crime occurs, rather than on those committing specific criminal acts.” (University of Cambridge, 2015), (College of Policing, 2022) 
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