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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age
Williams (2021) has stated that storytelling can be the driving force behind children learning and setting them up for future success.  If Children are curious, they want to find out more, and therefore they learn.  Stories are a fundamental part of firing up curiosity.  Children want to find out about the characters and know more about them.  The Health Foundation (2016) suggest stories have a transformative power to allow children to see the world in a different way and this perspective is essential when it comes to connecting with each other and learning from another person’s experience. 
Similarly, Shannon (2021) believes storytelling brings language learning alive, children learn about intonation and tone of voice.  Parfitt (2019) agrees that storytelling helps children acquire language, develop communication and vocabulary skills.  Furthermore, Hurst (no date) says Literacy and storytelling go hand in hand.  Moreover, BBC (no datea) and Common Sense Media (no date) have stated it is essential in a society today to be digital literate.  Unicef (no date) further strengthen this by saying digital literacy helps to prepare children for school, work, and life.  
Analysis
After analysing the traditional and digital storytelling videos there are many similarities.  Facial expressions are used in both as well as actions. BBC (no dateb) and Kidmunication (no date) have similar views that facial expressions are important to create a performance and to make the story come to life.  Furthermore, Stoyle (no date) says for practitioners to use their face, body, and gestures to let their body speak whilst storytelling.  Using exaggerated character voices which are different, and to vary the pitch and volume of their voices, this can be seen in both videos.  Wilkinson (2019) believes children enjoy hearing the sound of voices and the rhythm of language, they may not understand some words, however they will enjoy hearing the practitioners voice naturally go up and down as they tell the story.  Therefore, there are few differences between the digital and traditional storytelling in terms of the approach.



Guille-Marrett (2016) and Tailor (2016) have similar views that repetitive books provide predictable and rhythmic language, both are important for capturing children’s attention and helping them to learn words and phrases.  As the children become familiar with the book they can join in with the repeated sentence.  This can be seen in both videos when ‘whoosh! they were gone’ is repeated throughout the book and the children join in.  Prosic-Santovac (2015) agrees that when repetitive language is used it helps develop automaticity of language use and provides opportunities for reusing the language.  David Crystal (2017) further strengthens this by saying repetitive language and rhythm will create interactions between the children and adults, and this is shown in both videos. 
According to Kucirkova (2018) when practitioners engage in digital storytelling it is better practice for the practitioner to read the story rather than the pre-recorded voice-over and for the practitioner to use props and interactions instead.  This is shown by the practitioner in the digital storytelling video where the practitioner is reading the story on the iPad.  Props and interactions are shown in both the traditional and digital storytelling.  However, props could be used more in both stories and given to the children to hold so they have a sensory experience.  Sensory Stories (no date) suggest practitioners should choose props that represent important elements of the sentence, also involving the children with the actions to the story is a good sensory experience too.  One of the main differences in the digital storytelling video is an add appears on the screen, the practitioner does apologize and skips the add.  Although this can be seen as an inconvenience at times, it does teach the children how to skip the add, so they will know what to do in future if they watch something on YouTube, which is a real-life skill.    
Guille-Marrett (2016) suggests interactive storytelling can help children who find it difficult to sit down for extended periods of time.  Theobald (2015) argues that there is less focus on studies of interactional aspects of storytelling.  When reading a story to children, either in a traditional or digital way, practitioners need to be aware of the different levels of literacy among the children.  One child might be able to read a book but not familiar with an iPad, whereas a different child may be capable of digital storytelling but not confident at reading (Kucirkova, 2018). 

According to Lisenpee and Ford (2018) and Wilkinson (2019) actively engaging children in traditional and digital storytelling, as shown in both videos, offers them an opportunity to make connections to real life experiences.  When practitioners engage in storytelling this will emphasize the emotion and authenticity to help the children make connections for themselves and to others.  Mages (2020) believes storytelling is the oldest form of communication, it is used to educate, inspire, and promotes listener engagement.  When children are engaged in the story, they learn to structure the information, foster problem solving, it promotes conceptual understanding and gives the children a sense of belonging, attributes vital for classroom pedagogy.  The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) emphasis the importance of children having access to stories and experience a language-rich environment. 
According to Ohler (2016) digital storytelling helps develop planning skills which are useful and transferrable.  It is also effective at teaching literacy digitally which is becoming important as children and adults spend more time in a media-saturated culture.  Kucirkova (2018) believes digital stories do not need to be used on expensive touchscreens; they can be used in the classroom on a desktop pc or an interactive whiteboard.  Bower (2014) says when practitioners teach digital literacy in an exploratory way, this enables the children to learn about new technologies within a literacy context.  Miller (2020) points out that digital storytelling will help children to acquire both language and technical skills.  One of the differences between digital storytelling and traditional storytelling is that digital stories can be accessed quickly, stored easily, and used on a variety of devices.  By telling stories digitally children will become better at communicating, critical thinkers and effective internet users (Ohler, 2016).  
The practitioner in the video is reading a digital story and this is following guidance from The Digital Competence Framework (2018) and is part of the New Curriculum for Wales (2021).  It is a set of skills, attitudes and knowledge which enables use of systems and technologies.  It is vital for children if they are to be capable, informed citizens with the potential to be successful in a society today.  Digital competence is cross-curricular, it focusses on expanding digital skills which can be used in all subjects and are transferrable to the world.  Alderbashi (2021) and Nair and Yunus (2021) studies have shown that children had positive attitudes towards digital storytelling, both studies highlight the importance it has on children’s language, improving children’s oracy, it helps promote their problem solving, social and critical thinking skills.  It also helps increase concentration.  
According to Montag et al. (2015) children will learn language from speech they hear.  One source of learning is through picture books as shown in both videos.  Most parents begin reading to their children after birth and this is a vital source of linguistic input for many children.  Valentini et al. (2018) agrees that when children listen to stories it helps foster their vocabulary development.  Kucirkova (2018) believes digital stories can help promote language, children can access the stories through spoken text and pictures.  Children can listen to the story before they can read by playing the read to me feature, which can be found on digital books.  Children knowing how to use the digital books and their features will help them with their reading and their digital competence. 
Tutor 2 U (no date) have stated Noam Chomsky is a linguist who is credible and an expert in language development.  He believes children are born with the ability to learn language and it is instinctive.  Bower (2014) maintains that words from books is where children obtain various amounts of language and picture books allow children to read before they can decipher the text.  Rahiem (2021) argues that children are more familiar with digital technology than they are with books.  
According to Whitehead (2009) children’s learning needs to be supported, practitioners can promote oracy by giving the children time to talk freely amongst peers and with practitioners.  It is important to have conversations with children one-to-one in a setting as it gives the child time to think aloud, talk and experiment with words.  The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states children should be given the opportunity to communicate to all audiences.  Vygotsky (1978) mentions the zone of proximal development, which looks at children’s stage of development and potential development with suitable guidance and support from adults.  Bruner (1983) referred to this as scaffolding the child’s learning.   
Lodge (2020) says it is of paramount importance to be able to communicate with each other.  Communication is a key life skill.  Practitioners should make time for oracy.  One way the practitioner could have improved both stories in the videos was to have discussions at the end, giving the children a chance to discuss and for the practitioner to understand what they have understood, this would be in line with the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) which states children should be encouraged to discuss the book in detail and use relevant vocabulary.  
Lodge (2020) believes children need as many opportunities as possible to use their oracy skills.  It is important as a practitioner to be a good role model for oracy.  Mah (2016) agrees that oracy helps to strengthen children’s language and literacy development.  Children should learn about social interaction, taking turns, voice volume and pitch of voice.  Children need to learn how to listen and how to speak (Lodge, 2020).  Dawes and Sams (2017) agree by saying when children talk to adults and peers it gives them a chance to understand the importance of their own voice and helps them to learn communication is a two-way process.  Furthermore, Chatta (2021) suggests teaching approaches that embrace oracy can help children’s literacy.  Oracy can improve academic achievement in children and improve reading skills.  Oracy is having the vocabulary to say what you want to say and being able to structure thoughts in a way that makes sense.  Oracy helps children become critical thinkers, which is an important life skill.  Children who think critically make better decisions (Chatta, 2021). 
According to Gibb (2016) learning to decode words is vital to become confident readers.  Storytelling will widen a child’s vocabulary, and a wide vocabulary promotes a confident reader.  The more words children know, the easier it is for them to read challenging texts.  Therefore, enables them to learn more words.  Even highly educated people use vocabulary which is less sophisticated when speaking than the words used in a children’s book.  Therefore, it is important to read to children as well as talk, storytelling enhances children’s vocabulary.  Similarly, Raising Children (2020) says before children learn to read and write, they need to develop their literacy skills, the ability to talk, listen and understand.  They need to learn about the connection between spoken sounds and letters on a page.  This can be achieved through picture books and storytelling, as seen in both videos. 
All 4 Kids (2017) suggest reading stories to children is vital for learning to read, it can instil an enjoyment of reading which can motivate children to read on their own.  The connection between reading for pleasure is vital for success in later life.  Reading stories to children is an important activity for building understanding skills which are essential for successful reading.  Furthermore, Guille-Marrett (2016) believes when children listen to stories it inspires them to create and write their own stories.  The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) emphasise the importance of writing to various stimuli on subjects that interest the child, including the stories they are read.  Although in the videos it is not shown what activities would follow the story, in a school setting children would discuss what they would then go on to write about the story.  Oxford Learning (2016) argues that in today’s technology-driven world, children are not given enough opportunities to practice and improve their writing skills. 
To conclude, reading stories to children is a fundamental part of Literacy, it helps children acquire language, develop vocabulary and communication skills.  Both Digital and traditional storytelling are vital in society today to enable children to become digital literate.  For future practice, the practitioner could ensure enough time is given for reading the story to enable in depth discussions afterwards. 
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