
 
 
 

MA Contemporary Dialogues: 
Coexistent Perspectives (ADAA7000) 

 

 

Material practices-Materialities and consequences 

 
 

 

 

 

Submission Date:14th Dec 2023 

Word Count:4074 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Vivienne Westwood’ s Saturn Bracelet 

 

 

 

 

Vivienne Westwood’ s Saturn Pearl Necklace 

 

 

 



The unique application and aesthetic effect of alloy materials in 

modern jewellery design 

 

Introduction 

As the aesthetic concepts of modern jewellery design continue to evolve, the use 

of traditional precious metals is gradually causing aesthetic fatigue, and 

designers are urgently seeking new materials to expand their creative space. 

Silver alloy, as a new material that has attracted much attention, has led a new 

era of design in its unique application and aesthetic effect. In this paper, the 

uniqueness of silver alloy in modern jewellery design is studied in depth, focusing 

on its new application areas and the unique charm it shows through its aesthetic 

effect. 

 

Firstly, the paper analyses the physico-chemical properties of silver alloys and 

explores the inBluence of the alloying elements in their composition, as well as 

the effect of surface treatment on texture. This in-depth understanding provides 

designers with a more scientiBic material basis, enabling them to create more 

personalised designs according to their needs. 

 

Secondly, the article focuses on the expression of silver alloys in design, analysing 

the richness of design possibilities offered by their unique colour tones and lustre 

effects, as well as their engravability and sculptural effects. These forms of 

expression enable designers to break through tradition and create jewellery 

pieces with a greater sense of layering and creativity. 

 

All in all, the unique application and aesthetic effect of silver alloy has injected 

new vitality into modern jewellery design. The richness of its colour variations, 

the unique presentation of its surface luster, and the distinctive character of its 

carving effects have together constructed a completely new design context. The 



new status of silver alloy not only broadens the creative space of designers, but 

also provides brand-new possibilities for the diversiBication of aesthetic pursuits, 

becoming a unique trend in the Bield of contemporary jewellery design. 

 

Vivienne Westwood® is a British fashion brand founded by Dame Vivienne 

Westwood and her former partner Malcolm McLaren. The label was founded in 

1971 under the name "Let It Rock", which was later changed to "Sex" and over 

time to "Seditionaries". "In 1974, the brand was renamed Vivienne Westwood. 

Vivienne Westwood is a British fashion designer known for her unique and avant-

garde style. In addition to her outstanding achievements in the Bield of fashion, 

Westwood is also actively involved in environmental protection and social justice 

matters, incorporating her voice into her designs and public activism. [1] In their 

study on alloy compositions, highlighted the crafting of beauty and the profound 

aesthetic impact these alloys bring to contemporary jewellery. Westwood has 

long been an advocate for the environment. She is concerned with issues such as 

climate change, sustainability and environmental pollution. In her designs, she 

often expresses her support for the environment through clothing and 

accessories, encouraging people to focus on sustainable fashion. Westwood 

promotes ethical fashion, emphasising the consideration of social and 

environmental impact in the production process. She supports the use of eco-

friendly materials, promotes sustainable production methods and campaigns 

against over-consumption. Her designs not only focus on looks, but also 

emphasise the values behind them. Overall, Vivienne Westwood contributes to 

the creation of a more sustainable and just world through her inBluence in fashion, 

her active involvement in environmental and social justice matters, and her 

ability to communicate her views through her artistic practice. 
 

A designer's headquarters is often at the centre of brand development, and the 

location of Westwood's studio and headquarters may inBluence her design style 

and brand identity. The space may be a source of innovation and creativity as 



well as a place to collaborate with the design team. The choice of location for 

Westwood's retail shop may relate to her brand positioning and target customer 

base. Opening a shop in a busy shopping or fashionable area can increase brand 

exposure and interact more directly with the target market. The choice of fashion 

show venues, where brands showcase new designs, can also reBlect the brand's 

positioning and style. Westwood may choose venues that have a symbolic or 

unique atmosphere that echoes her design philosophy. The social and cultural 

environment in which a designer lives has a strong inBluence on the style and 

theme of the design. Westwood's designs may have been inspired by cultural and 

social change in Britain, which is reBlected in her work, or it may be related to 

her choice of location and space. If Westwood emphasises sustainability in her 

designs, then her choice of spaces may reBlect this philosophy. For example, her 

headquarters and retail shops may adopt environmentally friendly design and 

architecture in keeping with the brand's commitment to sustainability. [2] Alloy 

Elegance: Exploring Aesthetics and Innovation in Contemporary Jewellery. Craft 

and Design Quarterly. Westwood's location and spatial choices may be related to 

her design philosophy, brand image, target market, and her personal approach 

to social and environmental concerns. The combination of these inBluences 

shapes the development of her brand in relation to its geographical and spatial 

dimensions. 
 

Orb is one of the iconic motifs of the Vivienne Westwood brand and is often seen 

in jewellery designs. Inspired by the sceptre of the British royal family, this design 

is one of the brand's symbols and is often featured on necklaces, adding a 

distinctive identity to the jewellery. Orb necklaces are usually made using metal 

as one of the main materials. The metal can be different types of alloys such as 

copper, zinc alloy, brass or stainless steel. The metal gives the necklace strength 

and durability and can be used to create unique shapes and details. Sometimes, 

Orb necklaces may involve the plating of precious metals, such as gold or silver. 

Such designs can add to the luxury of the necklace while keeping the cost 



relatively low. To add a decorative touch to the jewellery, Orb necklaces may 

include gemstone or crystal settings. These stones can be natural or synthetic. 

They not only add colour to the necklace, but also reBlect the brand's attention 

to detail. Some Orb necklaces may feature coloured lacquer to add variety to the 

colour and design. This technique can bring the design to life, in keeping with 

the unique style of the Westwood brand. 

 

In some designs, the Orb necklace may incorporate leather or fabric elements to 

create additional layers and material contrasts. [3] Rodriguez and Garcia explored 

alloy fusion, emphasising the aesthetic synergy that emerges in the modern 

jewelry landscape through the combination Westwood's designs focus on 

creativity and uniqueness, and she often uses a combination of materials to 

create striking jewellery. The brand may also introduce designs using different 

materials as different collections and seasons change, to keep things fresh and 

trendy.  

 

Vivienne Westwood's Armour Ring is an iconic design of the brand with a unique 

shape and fashion sense. Whilst the exact design and materials may vary from 

collection to collection, in general, the materials used for Armour Rings may 

include the following: Armour Rings are usually made from alloys, which can 

include different types of alloys such as copper, zinc alloy, brass or stainless steel. 

The metal gives the ring strength and durability, while also providing the 

Blexibility used to create unique shapes and details. Sometimes, Armour Rings 

may involve the plating of precious metals, such as gold, silver or other precious 

metals. This can give the ring a more luxurious look while being relatively 

economical in terms of cost. The design of an Armour Ring usually includes some 

decorative elements, which may involve gemstones, crystals, pearls, and so on. 

These decorative elements can be natural or synthetic and are used to add to the 

visual appeal of the ring. Some designs may include engraved or sculpted 

elements to add a sense of artistry and detail. These engravings are often used 



to highlight the texture and pattern of the ring. Armour Rings may be given 

special coatings or Binishes to alter their appearance. This can include different 

colours, degrees of polish or textural effects. Some designs may introduce other 

materials such as leather, rubber or fabric to add layers and design variety. 
 

In the Bield of modern jewellery design, the use of alloy materials is gradually 

becoming a striking trend, injecting a unique personality and aesthetic effect into 

the jewellery. Alloys are materials made from a mixture of two or more metallic 

elements, and their Blexibility, malleability and cost-effectiveness have made 

them one of the materials sought after by jewellery designers. The malleability 

of alloys makes it easy for designers to push the boundaries of traditional 

jewellery design to create unique and complex shapes and structures. Alloys can 

be cast into a variety of slim, curved and complex geometric shapes, giving 

designers more room to realise their creative ideas. This freedom not only 

broadens the design possibilities, but also gives the jewellery a unique artistic 

atmosphere. Alloys are often lighter than some of the more expensive precious 

metals, making the jewellery more suitable for everyday wear. This allows 

designers to create more sophisticated, stylish and easy-to-match pieces. The 

lightweight nature of alloys meets the demand for lightweight jewellery that can 

be worn as part of everyday clothing. Alloys can be enriched with a variety of 

colours and textures through different alloy formulations and surface treatments. 

Designers can give alloys a distinctive look through gold plating, silver plating, 

painting, etc., to create metallic, fashionable and dynamic jewellery designs. This 

Blexibility makes alloys suitable for a wide range of styles and design themes. 

Taken together, the use of alloys in modern jewellery design brings multiple 

beneBits, balancing creativity with sustainability. Through the Blexible use of 

alloys, designers have managed to break with tradition and create more 

expressive and artistic jewellery that meets the quest for unique, personalised 

jewellery. Van Cleef & Arpels is a French luxury jewellery and watch brand 

founded in 1906 and based in Paris. The brand is known for its Bine jewellery, 



luxury watches and exquisite perfumes, representing the French tradition of 

luxury and craftsmanship. [4]Delved beyond gold, showcasing the innovations 

brought about by alloy materials in the context of Korean modern jewellery 

design. One of its iconic designs is the "Mystery Setting", a highly complex gem-

setting technique in which the stone appears to Bloat on the surface of the 

jewellery by means of an ingenious hidden metal support. In addition, Van Cleef 

& Arpels' designs often incorporate natural elements, Bloral motifs and stunning 

animal imagery. 
 

Alhambra is a classic Van Cleef & Arpels collection known for its four-leaf clover 

shaped designs. This collection of jewellery includes necklaces, bracelets, rings 

and earrings and has become one of the brand's icons. Van Cleef & Arpels uses 

high-quality gemstones such as sapphires, rubies, emeralds and Bine diamonds in 

order to create elegant and lustrous jewellery pieces. Van Cleef & Arpels focuses 

on the tradition of craftsmanship, and the process of jewellery making involves 

highly skilled craftsmen and artists who put their mastery of handcraftsmanship 

into each piece. In addition to jewellery, Van Cleef & Arpels is also known for its 

high-end watches. The brand's timepieces feature superb mechanical 

craftsmanship and intricate designs that embody the tradition of excellence in 

Swiss watchmaking. Founded at the beginning of the 20th century, Van Cleef & 

Arpels was founded by Alfred Van Cleef and Francois Arpels, both of whom had 

strong jewellery family traditions. Since its founding, the brand has maintained 

its commitment to exceptional quality and innovative design. 

 

Van Cleef & Arpels' Alhambra collection, one of the brand's classics, while 

primarily known for its unique design and noble materials, also reBlects, to a 

certain extent, the brand's concern for artistic practice and the environment. 

 

The Alhambra collection features a design in the shape of a four-leaf clover, a 

design inspired by Van Cleef & Arpels' deep interest in nature and Blowers. This 



innovative design demonstrates the brand's unique vision and creativity in its 

artistic practice. the setting of stones in the Alhambra collection is often done 

using the brand's own "Mystery Setting" technique, a highly complex gem-setting 

process that conceals the metal mountings so that the stones appear to Bloat on 

the surface of the jewellery, reBlecting Van Cleef & Arpels' quest for craftsmanship 

and innovation. 

 

Van Cleef & Arpels, as a luxury brand, is increasingly concerned with sustainable 

sourcing and environmental issues. In terms of gemstone sourcing, the brand is 

likely to be concerned with the environmental and social responsibility of the 

mining industry and is committed to using gemstones that meet sustainability 

criteria. 

 

Choice of materials: When designing the Alhambra collection, Van Cleef & Arpels 

may consider the use of sustainable and environmentally friendly materials in 

order to reduce the pressure on natural resources. The brand may choose 

recycled materials from precious metals, as well as production practices that 

support environmental and social responsibility. Van Cleef & Arpels, a long-

established luxury brand, is increasingly aware of its social and environmental 

responsibilities and actively practices the principles of sustainability in its design 

and production. While the Alhambra collection is primarily characterised by its 

unique design and craftsmanship, the brand's synthesis of artistic, creative and 

environmental considerations is part of its sustainable development. This reBlects 

Van Cleef & Arpels' concern for social and environmental evolution as a fashion 

house that creates beauty. 
 

Van Cleef & Arpels' choice of locations and spaces has played an important role 

in the development of its brand. The brand's headquarters, its retail shops, and 

the spaces where it organises its events all have a profound impact on Van Cleef 

& Arpels' image and brand story. The brand's headquarters is often the centre of 



the brand's culture and design team. Van Cleef & Arpels is headquartered in Paris, 

a city naturally associated with luxury, fashion and art. The design of the 

headquarters may reBlect the brand's values and artistic style, but it is also the 

centre of decision-making and creative development. The locations of Van Cleef 

& Arpels' retail shops around the world are often chosen with the brand's image 

and target audience in mind. The retail shops are usually located in high-end 

shopping areas such as the Champs-Elysées in Paris or other fashionable areas 

of cosmopolitan cities. This helps to increase brand awareness, attract high-end 

customers and convey the brand's image of luxury. Van Cleef & Arpels may 

choose unique and artistic venues to organise fashion shows, brand events or 

launch new collections. These venues are chosen to Bit in with the brand's design 

philosophy and to highlight Van Cleef & Arpels' dedication to art and creativity. 

Van Cleef & Arpels' design inspirations are often inBluenced by cultural and social 

contexts. The brand may choose themes or elements associated with a particular 

location in order to reBlect the brand's respect for and celebration of the local 

culture in its designs. Van Cleef & Arpels constructs its brand identity by choosing 

speciBic locations and spaces. Whether at its headquarters, retail shops or event 

venues, the design, layout and ambience of the space are crucial in 

communicating the brand's distinctive style and values. [5] The research 

conducted by Turner et al. (2019) delves into the crafting of beauty, exploring the 

intricate interplay between form and material in alloy-based jewellery aesthetics., 

Van Cleef & Arpels brings its brand closer to its target audience through the 

careful selection of places and spaces, while conveying the luxury, artistry and 

creativity that the brand seeks to express on a global scale. The development of 

the relationship between place and space not only reBlects the brand's strategic 

considerations, but also shapes the image of Van Cleef & Arpels in the minds of 

its consumers. 
 

Van Cleef & Arpels' Alhambra collection is renowned for its distinctive four-leaf 

clover design, and the jewellery in this collection is often made from noble 



materials to ensure a sense of luxury and exceptional quality. Gold is one of the 

main materials used in the Alhambra collection. Van Cleef & Arpels often uses 

18-carat yellow gold, a highly precious metal containing 75 per cent pure gold. 

Gold lends a long-lasting shine and a sense of jewellery signiBicance to the pieces, 

while at the same time meeting the high standards of a luxury brand. Some of 

the designs in the Alhambra collection use pearls as decorative elements. These 

pearls can be natural or cultured. The lustre and elegant nature of pearls 

complement the brand's design style. The Alhambra collection is often 

accompanied by a variety of gemstones, such as turquoise, rubies and sapphires. 

These stones give the jewellery a richness of colour and underline the high 

quality of the materials used by the brand. Diamonds are often used to embellish 

the designs of the Alhambra collection, adding sparkle and luxury to the jewellery. 

Van Cleef & Arpels' use of diamonds is often based on cut and clarity to ensure 

the quality of the diamonds. On occasion, some of the Alhambra designs may be 

plated with precious metals such as yellow or white gold. This design adds to the 

luxury of the jewellery, while keeping costs under control and making the brand's 

designs more accessible to a wider range of consumers. Van Cleef & Arpels' Perlée 

collection is known for its rounded gold bead designs, and the jewellery in this 

collection is often made from delicate materials to ensure a minimalist yet 

contemporary style. one of the main materials used in the Perlée collection is 

gold. Van Cleef & Arpels usually uses 18-carat gold, a highly precious metal 

containing 75% pure gold. Gold gives the jewellery a long-lasting lustre, an 

elegant look and complements the design style of the Perlée collection, which, 

with its jewellery designs, often uses pearls as decorative elements. These pearls 

can be natural or cultured. The natural lustre of the pearls Bits in with the theme 

of the Perlée collection and adds colour to the jewellery. Some of the designs in 

the Perlée collection may be embellished with diamonds to add sparkle to the 

jewellery. Van Cleef & Arpels' use of diamonds is often based on cut and clarity 

to ensure that the quality of the diamonds is in line with the brand's standards, 

and some of the designs in the Perlée collection may be enamelled to bring a 



variety of colours to the jewellery. This technique gives the design an added sense 

of vividness and uniqueness. designs in the Perlée collection may be plated with 

precious metals such as yellow or white gold. This design not only adds a sense 

of luxury to the jewellery, but also allows for a degree of cost control. 
 

The alloy material infuses the jewellery with a unique lustre effect. The 

combination of different alloy elements and treatments gives the jewellery a 

variety of surface lustre, giving it a unique texture in the light. This lustre effect 

not only highlights the nobility of the jewellery, but also adds a unique charm to 

the wearer. 

 

The diversity of alloy materials provides designers with a wider range of creative 

space. Different types of alloys have different physical and chemical properties, 

including colour, hardness, plasticity, etc., and designers can make clever use of 

these properties to create distinctive jewellery. This versatility allows designers 

to break the traditional design limitations and create more individual and 

creative works. 

 

The processing technology of the alloy material also inBluences the overall design 

of the jewellery. Advanced engraving, polishing and surface treatment 

technologies allow designers to create more detailed textures and patterns, 

injecting artistry into the jewellery. The application of these processes further 

enhances the texture and ornamental qualities of the jewellery, making it not 

only a decorative item but also a work of art. Alloys also have a positive impact 

on sustainability and the environment. More and more designers are choosing to 

use recyclable and reusable alloys, incorporating the concept of sustainability 

into their jewellery designs. The impact of alloys on jewellery is multifaceted and 

profound. It not only changes the appearance and texture of jewellery, but also 

inspires designers to be creative in their creations. The use of alloy materials 

makes jewellery a highlight in the fashion world, not only as a decoration, but 



also as a unique artistic expression. 

 

Alloys are a mixture of two or more metallic elements and are often used in 

jewellery making. In the Alhambra collection, alloy is often relatively lightweight, 

making Alhambra jewellery lighter and easier to wear. Four-leaf clover designs 

are often small and delicate, and the lightweight nature of alloy makes these 

jewellery pieces ideal for everyday wear, not only for comfort, but also for the 

modern woman who is looking for lightweight and comfortable jewellery. Alloys 

are less costly than precious metals, so when Van Cleef & Arpels uses alloys in 

the Alhambra collection, it reduces the cost of making the product. This allows 

the brand to offer a wider range of options while appealing to a broader audience. 

Alloys can be plated in different Binishes to reveal a wide choice of colours. Van 

Cleef & Arpels has been able to use this feature to create even more colourful 

combinations for the Alhambra collection, in order to satisfy the demand for 

personalisation and variety. The alloy's high degree of malleability allows for 

more complex shapes to be created through processes such as injection moulding. 

This gives Van Cleef & Arpels the Blexibility to create unique and innovative four-

leaf clover shapes for the Alhambra collection. [6] Garcia and Rodriguez (2018) 

argue that alloy innovation in jewellery artistry extends beyond tradition, 

bringing forth new aesthetic dimensions and possibilities. Possibilities. Alloy 

plays a role in the Alhambra collection in terms of lightness, economy, diverse 

colours and creative shapes, inBluencing the aesthetic effect of the jewellery. This 

choice of material meets the brand's demand for high quality design, but also 

makes the jewellery more relevant to everyday life and to the aesthetics of the 

modern woman. [7] Delve into the intricate world of alloy craftsmanship, 

exploring how it has led to transformative aesthetic experiences in modern 

jewellery design. The use of silver alloys in the Bield of modern jewellery design 

presents a unique aesthetic effect, thus occupying a prominent position in artistic 

design. The physical and chemical properties of silver alloys provide artists with 

a wide range of design possibilities, and their Blexibility and malleability allow 



jewellery pieces to take on more complex and delicate forms. Continuing 

advances in craftsmanship have enriched the detail and expression of design. 

Through the application of techniques such as carving, polishing and surface 

treatment, silver alloy materials are able to display smooth and delicate surfaces 

in jewellery design, while creating unique textures and patterns, thus enhancing 

the uniqueness and artistry of works of art. Colour tones and lustre effects 

become key elements in the aesthetic. The silvery-white tones of silver alloys give 

a sense of purity to the work, while their reBlective nature creates a unique sheen 

that adds colour to the design, making them aesthetically appealing in different 

lighting conditions. 

 

Finally, the engravability and sculptural effects provide the designer with the 

opportunity to personalise his creations. Artists can polish the silver alloy 

material into various unique shapes through carving, giving the work more three-

dimensionality and uniqueness, making it more eye-catching in the Bield of art 

and design. Overall, the artistic application of silver alloy material in modern 

jewellery design not only provides designers with a wider range of creative 

possibilities, but also injects new inspiration and vitality into the artwork, 

enriching the artistic expression of contemporary jewellery design. 
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