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Definitions of Terrorism

Introduction
The aim of this report will be to try and explain the definitions of terrorism and to do this, there will be various definitions used in different aspects of life including the likes of; Acedemic definitions, Legal definitions and Media definitions. Also included in this report will be separating the definitions of political violence between Guerrilla Warfare, Freedom Fighters and Terrorism as well as explaining the ideologies and methods of the terrorist group Al-Qaeda. When discussing Al-Qaeda, the goal will be to explain how this terrorist group fits with definitions of terrorism and how it doesn’t fit with other definitions. 

Main Body
The overall definition of terrorism consists of an individual or a group of individuals using violent actions to further their ideologies which can be for advantages from political or social perspectives. Generally, terrorist attacks will be public attacks which will strike fear into audiences who witness these attacks live or hear about them over public broadcasts. The goal from these sorts of attacks which may consist of actions such as beheadings, armed attacks or bombings of public spaces, is to intimidate the average person to such a degree that governments involved in these countries feel that they are required to speak on the attacks that have occurred as a mechanism to either raise awareness of the terrorist group or to settle any people who are truly petrified of the potential attack they feel could happen to them, which in turn builds the platform that these groups are seeking to spread their agenda to the public (Sandler, 2014).
Due to attacks that take place, there has been various definitions of terrorism considered over the last couple of decades which fit different practices that consider terrorism in different ways. An example of this is the legal definition of terrorism, which is named the Terrorist Act 2006. Some of the sections that fall under this act include the likes of; if individual in question have committed a crime which has involved serious violence against a member of the public or their property as well as potentially causes a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a certain amount of the public. Another section of the Terrorism Act 2006, explains that due to terrorist attack motives being mainly orientated towards attracting publicity, they can also be charged for encouraging and enticing members of the public to commit acts of terrorism in which they must broadcast a statement or cause another individual to broadcast a statement which can then be understood by the public to then further entice them to commit acts of terrorism. For an individual to be charged with acts of terrorism they need to be able to understand the term ‘Reckless’ for their previous actions. If they are unable to then they could potentially be seen as incapable of being charged for terrorist actions (GOV.UK, 2006). 
Another definition of terrorism from a media perspective consists of stereotypical thought processes to ethnic groups who could have potentially committed terrorist crimes. An experiment done in 2018 by Connor Huff and Joshua Kertzer which included one thousand and four hundred adults being questioned on hypothetical acts of terrorism and giving alternate tactics for how a terrorist attack would occur and what ethnicity these hypothetical individuals would be committing the acts. The results of this showed that when the ethnic group was described as from a foreign country, fifteen percent of answers were labelled more as an act of terrorism in comparison to if the hypothetical individual or group of individuals was a different ethnicity (Mcgreevy, 2021). 
According to Schmidt and Jongman in 1988, there is over two hundred different definitions for terrorism. During the studies by Schmidt and Jongman, out of the 212 different definitions, they determined that, 83.5 percent were with the intent of violence, around 65 percent were provoked with the intent of creating political goals, over 50 percent were for the creation of striking fear and terror into the public and between 21 and 17 percent were based on the public becoming victims of attacks (Sagepub,2023).
As mentioned previously, most terrorist attacks occur with the agenda that they are chasing political attention and because of this, the public can sometimes mislabel an individual protesting as what’s called a ‘Freedom Fighter’ or potential ‘Guerrilla Warfare’ for acts of Terrorism. The definition of a ‘Freedom fighter’ is when an individual or a group of individuals take part in a protest, against political or social systems which oppress their quality of life which is like the definition of terrorism, but the motive isn’t to receive publicity and strike fear into the public, it's based more on being able to have a better standard of living (Merriam-Webster, 2023).
The term ‘Guerrilla Warfare’ is used for individuals that act as a sort of military unit with the motivation to take down the enemy, which tends to be a larger state or countries army, with a calculated approach and give the impression to the public that they are fighting for them rather than trying to strike fear and intimidate them like an act of terrorism would. ‘Guerrilla Warfare’ combatants are taught to battle like a standard soldier with a commander and they wear a distinguished uniform to represent their group. Guerrilla soldiers will also battle with a standard army protocol which is to weaken the enemy into retreating from the battle (Tamer, 2017).
[bookmark: _Int_jR3jNJDC][bookmark: _Int_zp2kJAc9]When referring to terrorism, there is various levels terrorist groups will go to promote their ideologies. A well-known and often referred to level is ‘Extremism’ which, although has the same motives as other brackets of terrorism, Extremists tend to have beliefs that tend to be looked at as irrational, unacceptable and unsupportable due to the nature of what they are willing to do, in order to promote their beliefs (Cambridge Dictionary, 2023).
An example of a well-known terrorist group with extremist views would be Al-Qaeda, who became a public enemy as well as feared by many countries after the attacks on the twin towers in New York on the eleventh of September in 2001. Al-Qaeda refer to themselves as an Islamic organisation but from the outside perspective, this group is considered as a corrupt Islamic regime that was originally led by and founded by Osama Bin Laden in the 1980s (Britannica, 2023). 
On the eleventh of September in 2001, Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden was responsible for declaring a ‘Holy war’ on the United States, Jewish people and their allies with the first attack they partook in was the attack on the United States taking place by members of the terrorist group hijacking four passenger airplanes which further resulted in nearly three thousand civilians dying at the hands of Al-Qaeda. The most memorable moment from this event was when two of the planes were flown into the twin towers at the World Trade Center in New York which resulted in both towers collapsing and civilians in the planes, towers and the surrounding area dying due to this attack (History.com, 2022).
When looking at the methods used by Al-Qaeda, they have commonly used methods such as, suicide operatives which consist of an individual who is involved with this group, using themselves or a vehicle as a weapon to detonate explosives in public spaces to attract the attention of the media and injure civilians as part of their cause. Islamist groups such as Al-Qaeda have also previously used social media as a way of getting their message out to the world and to do this they have used mechanisms such as kidnapping individuals and then resulting in them murdering civilians on video and publishing the videos for the world to see (MI5.GOV, 2023).
As previously mentioned, there are over 200 definitions of terrorism, and it would be believed that the group of Al-Qaeda fits a lot of these definitions. An example of this would be that one of the definitions consist of a terrorist group purposely striking fear into the public like the events on July the seventh in 2005, when four suicide bombers killed fifty-two people while attacking three underground trains and a bus in London to which Al-Qaeda's second in command at the time, Ayman al-Zawahri said that this attack was carried out due to ‘British arrogance’ as well as France claiming in January 2011 that Al-Qaeda were the reason behind two French men being abducted and killed in Niger (World News, 2011).
From a Legal perspective on the definition of terrorism, Al-Qaeda fits the description as their actions involve serious harm and violence against others and other individuals' property, as well as intentionally looking to create a serious risk to the health and wellbeing of the public around them and due to Al-Qaeda broadcasting what attacks they have committed, in the eyes of the law, they would be held accountable and aware of the actions they have committed (GOV.UK, 2006).
Al-Qaeda also fits the representation of terrorism in the eyes of modern media which tends to consist of extreme terrorist acts due to the drama and fascinations the public has with these large-scale events. Many attacks that Al-Qaeda have been a part of over the last couple of decades have been broadcasted by the media as a mechanism to spread awareness and get eyes on their outlet. From Al-Qaeda's perspective, media outlets covering their actions and giving them headlines on the news is the type of attention they require to get their ideologies out to the public (Jarab, 2005).

Conclusion
To conclude, it is believed that the definitions mentioned previously based on terrorism are similar in a lot of ways when talking about what actions and effects of the acts determine what terrorism is as well as a lot of the definitions of terrorism consider political and religious motives as a key factor towards motivating an individual or a group of individuals to commit terrorist actions. It could be said that from a media perspective that the amount of attention they give to these terrorist groups should be lowered as it’s been proven that terrorist groups use media outlets and social media to promote their beliefs and political agendas. 
When considering the study done by Schmidt and Jongman in 1988 to determine different definitions, the terrorist group Al-Qaeda can also be classified by many of these descriptions as they are intentionally violent in their actions, they do have goals in politics that they aspire to by committing these offences and they achieve these goals mainly by striking fear into the public with their actions in person or online.
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