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My dissertation proposal 
Introduction
The area of law that this dissertation intends to focus on in broad terms, is wills and probate. Although, there are many topics within wills and probate, this dissertation will look quite precisely at the online electronic will making service. There seems to be issues around electronic will making.  within this area of law, the focus of this project would be to look at the area surrounding the validity of electronic will making and the safety of electronic will making which will include due execution and attestation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk157679868]Another question is if the law would allow electronic will making, what would be the legal requirements for a valid will. This project will include a discussion on the issue involved around undue influence and fraud, for example, would some individuals take advantage of the elderly or somebody who lacks capacity. 
The reason for wanting to look at this area of law would be because, there is a personal interest in wills. This report has a very personal motivation as the researcher has first-hand experience of knowing how difficult and stressful this can be on families, and would not want other families to be in that situation after losing a loved one. The researcher is aware of the recent developments within electronic will making and felt the time is right to start examining them. 
The question that has been chosen for this project is, “would the introduction of a government run online will making service, similar to the system now used for Lasting Power of Attorney`s, be a welcome development”, this is a topical and interesting question, on a wider level, it is topical because, of recent discussions and up to date law reports that have been published asking for legislation to be updated. In today’s society everything seems to be done online. It is very important to look at these issues within the electronic will making system and within the legislation. Because, individuals who are looking to make a valid will online, need to know what they need to do for the will to be valid. If instructions have not been followed it could result in having an invalid will.

This research project aims to establish if a system would allow people to make a will online could be introduced. Given that there are other online legal services, such as, Lasting power of Attorney and registering land in property could the same be done for wills?

The proposal at this stage would be to look at the following matters:  
The first matter is, would there be a danger that if the process was simplified that people may think that writing a will itself would be simple. Might this then mean that they would not seek legal advice when the actually needed it, because, they had been given a false sense that if you could do something online it must be straight forward. 
Another aspect would be the benefits of electronic will making service. Would they be true benefits, is there any evidence to suggest that the number of contested wills would be reduced if people had an online will making service or, might there be another way?
The intension is to carry out the research using secondary research. Although there is other ways in which this research could be caried out, but, will be out of the scope of this project. The research will be document based and looking at online research, and the materials, sources then will be analysed and evaluated.  Law reports will be used as well as looking at primary legislations and acts of parliament, reviewing those acts will be essential. Some of these sources already identified are Williams on Wills. Law commission Consultation Paper No 260. Wills Act 1837. The Law Society “Reform of the law on making a will”. The Law Society “Disputed wills: guidance for practitioners”. Butterworths Wills Probate and Administration Service “Reasons for making a will”. The Law Commission “Twelfth Program me of Law Reform”. Butterworths Wills Probate and Administration Service “P Mutual wills. Williams on Wills “Preface” and THE GAZZETT Est 1665 “Will the UK introduce an Electronic Wills Act”. The Law Commission No386, “Electronic execution of documents”. The Law Commission 1987 No. 163, “DEEDS AND ESCROWS”. 
Law reports are used as with relevant acts and reviewing them will be essential. The law commission has many reports which might be relevant because, the law commission has done a lot of research in this area and have produced fairly recent reports, such as the Law commission 2017. No377, “Thirteenth Programme of Law Reform and Law Commission 2017) ` Making a will`, no 231. These reports will be useful to get a good idea of the views of several different stakeholders, but also there are some academic articles that have been written on this subject and this report will be looking at those also to get a balanced view. 

In terms of structure at this point, the intention is to structure it Thematically, and will be based around three different themes. The first theme that will be looked at is, what a will is and what the current position is, to establish an understanding of the procedure. The second theme will be based on due execution and attestation and what issues currently stand within this area. Also, proposals from the law commission, and, what other people are saying about what could be done for electronic will writing to be successful or not successful. Undue influence will also be looked at within this theme. The third theme will be based on examining the issues that stand in the way of electronic will making. What would be the legal requirements for it to be a valid will. Will it be fit for purpose. 

This project will end with a conclusion, references, case law and legislation. The conclusion will be a summarization of the whole project. And, based on my thoughts, of how I think an electronic will making service could or could not be achieved.
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