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i. Abstract

[bookmark: _Hlk8145706]The content of these chapters shall convey an oral history analysis on what is a micro history, this being the coal industry in the Gwendraeth Valley and its communities.  Two books that have played a significant part in my research process over the past months are ‘The Voice of History’ and ‘The Fed’. Both books contain relevance to my area of research in different ways, the reason that ‘The Fed’ has been of relevance is because it discusses social and economical changes in welsh culture and coal mining during the nineteenth and twentieth century which is the era that my research is based on. My research shall discuss the late nineteenth century, however, the main area that I shall focus on is the mid twentieth century from the 1940s to the miners strike in the 1980’s. Although this is slightly later than the period ‘The Fed’ is based on the book I feel does have relevant aspects and discussions. The book ‘The Voice of History’ secured the contribution of oral history when I read this extract “Oral History by contrast makes a much fairer trial possible: witnesses can also be called from the under-classes, the unprivileged and the defeated”[footnoteRef:1]. The reason that this is significant is that it has given me the inspiration to look at my local history from the point of view of those who have experienced it. The Gwendraeth Valley has been a gold mine for collieries in the past; I would like to give those who worked them an opportunity to speak from personal experience. From history it is possible to hear of the miners strike effects from members of parliament and people of status but this has been an opportunity to speak to the everyday colliers and the everyday folk of the valley. [1:  J. Borant & P. Thompson, ‘The Voice of the Past’, (Fourth Addition, Oxford University Press 2017), p.6.] 
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iii. Abbreviations & Terminology

Abbreviations
• (NCB) - National Coal Board.
• (NUM) – National Union of Mineworker’s
Terminology
• (Cage) – The cage is the lift that the colliers would travel in to access the mines.
• (Coal face) – The area underground which a collier would work.
• (Drift) – A drift or a drift colliery is when colliers would travel in a cage underground at various angles, travelling both upwards and downwards.
• (Driving) – The term used for the tunnelling process underground.
• (Pit) – Another term for a coal mine.
• (Shaft) - A shaft or a shaft colliery is when colliers would travel underground in a cage vertically, again travelling both straight downwards and upwards.  
• (Sunk/Sinking) – The term used when the pit is being tunnelled underground, often from the surface downwards.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction

The Coal Industry and the Communities of the Gwendraeth Valley is based on the area and communities that I have been born and bred. The Gwendraeth Valley has been home to various industries over the past centuries; however, the industry of coal mining is most definitely the dominant industry that the Valley has been a home to. As well as having been enriched with various coal mines and collieries it has also homed a significant number of colliers over the years, families of colliers that have been taken to work in the pit from generation to generation. Working as a collier or as a mine worker was not a well-paid job, neither was it a particularly easy job as will become evident in the various chapters which follow. Furthermore, there is a significant number of families that either once lived or still live in the valley that depended on the coal industry to live and support their families. 
Looking at personal experiences of individuals and their family life will be a fluid aspect in the following chapters and tradition and change will also become prominent. One point that I feel I should highlight before digging deeper into the history and events of the past is that the people of today’s society and in the future years will loose understanding and the concept of what coal mining was. With the advancing technology and varied fuel options that are available today it is likely that the experience of going underground and clogging for coal whether it be through physical, manual labour or via machinery will never happen again. The small villages of the Gwendraeth Valley have experienced this; both the physical landscapes have experienced the changes as well as the individuals that lived there and for people of the generations such as mine we will never grasp the hard work and difficulties that our ancestors may well have endured. The valley as will be seen in the chapters has had to adapt similarly to how the world is adapting nowadays with various technology and attempted to keep on to the coal industry for as long as possible. 
One area that I shall not pay attention to in the following chapters is the working of opencast mining in the area, which even I can recall at the age of 21. Although the focus for me in these chapters will be traditional coal mining, I feel that opencast mining was the last hope for the colliers of the Gwendaerth valley. The use of machinery and large equipment was a sign of the changes in technology which would adapt the coal industry for the future, this form of mining was a step further from going underground. Furthermore, I shall discuss adaptations in my chapters how the manual pic and shovel work was replaced by machinery and technology to produce coal at a greater scale. Change was an aspect that happened continuously underground. 
The source of my discussion in the first chapter was from the book ‘The Miners Strike’,  it states “The 1950’s were, though, to see significant investment in bigger pits across many coalfields. However as cheap oil flooded into Britain in the 1960s the industry, under the chairmanship of Lord Robens, could shrink by around half; one pit a week was closed between 1965 and 1969”[footnoteRef:2]. This is an aspect of coal mining which the collieries in the Gwendraeth Valley did experience and did have to adapt to so that they could survive a little longer before they went into decline like many other collieries. The purpose of concentrating on the Gwendraeth Valley and its residents is because everyone’s situation varies depending on where they live. The book ‘The Voice of the Past’ states “All history depends ultimately upon its social purpose”[footnoteRef:3]. Therefore, focusing on the social purpose of the matter in hand amongst the communities of the Gwendraeth Valley will be a key factor within the structure of the chapters. It is down to this reason that there will be a close link joining hand in hand between my research into coal mining and the aspects and effects of coal mining that the people I have interviewed recall. My aim in the chapters is to firstly look at the coal mining history of the Gwendraeth Valley choosing case studies and certain collieries and aspect to discuss in further detail. I shall then move on to look at the life of a collier and how they fitted into the community and how the collieries influenced on the community life before I go on to discuss the miner’s strike’s effects on the valley. I shall not only discuss the effects on the miner himself but how it effected the family in various ways and how they coped with it. I shall then base my final chapter on personal experiences and recollections that my interviewees have experienced as a form of dedication. [2:  M. Metcalf et al, ‘The Miners’ Strike’, (Pen & Sword Books Ltd, Barnsley, 2014), p,90.]  [3:  J. Borant & P. Thompson, ‘The Voice of the Past’, p.1.] 


















: The Background History of the Coal Industry in the Gwendraeth Valley.

To begin I feel it necessary to highlight that coal mining was an extremely strong industry throughout Wales, it is possible to link the industry with various areas throughout the country. It was an industry which communities were built around with the pit as a centre point, part of individuals heritage and their culture. There are certain areas which are renowned and receive a sort of individuality merely from the coal industry and I personally believe that the Gwendraeth Valley and the small communities within its boundaries can be categorised as one of these areas. Although as an individual that has not had any experience of going underground, I can only begin to imagine what a dirty, strenuous and equally dangerous job it must have been. Having said that I can appreciate and admire in many ways the strong characters that endured these conditions in order to put food on the family tables and in some cases kept roofs over heads as it was the only source of income.

The history of the coal industry in the Gwendraeth Valley is continuous as one begins to trace the history back through the decades. Throughout my research over the past months I have traced the history of the industry, coal mining back to the early nineteenth century. What I have discovered by tracing the industry’s history is that there were numerous collieries in the area during the twentieth century, however, the further I traced back going into the nineteenth century the number of collieries increased. The valley was once an area clustered with small collieries with various shafts and drifts. As time went on what appears to happen is that these smaller collieries were closed, and larger collieries were opened. Equally, what then appears to happen is that the colliers previously employed by the smaller collieries move on to work in the larger ones, examples of these larger collieries are Pentremawr colliery in Pontyberem, Cynheidre colliery in Pontyates, Blaenhirwaun colliery Cefnithyn and Great Mountain colliery Tumble. Taking my home village of Trimsaran as an example there were no collieries left in the village at the time of the Miners Strike in the 1980’s they had all been closed earlier on in the twentieth century. However, the village colliers did not loose their spirit as a result of this as the majority went on to be employed by larger collieries in the valley such as the colliery that is featured below. 

[image: ]
(Ill. 1.) – Cynheidre Colliery Pontyates.

[image: ]
(Map. 1) - Map of the Village of Trimsaran and the various collieries.

In the map which is featured above it is visible to see that I have added various coloured spots which represent the different collieries in the village of Trimsaran. The reason behind this is because I feel it necessary to explain the clusters of collieries which villages were once shaped around; I’m merely using my own village as an example. The rough yellow markings represent the road running through the village which is unsimilar to the road that exists today. The straighter drawn red lines represent the underground tunnel systems and the various coloured spots that I have added represent three different things. The singular red spot is where the Trimsaran colliery was located, the yellow dots represent the various level’s and the green spots represents the different shafts that were in the village. I must stress at this point that the spots are located roughly in the areas that these various things once existed. At this stage one must ask the question why was there need for such extensive collieries and mining to go on in such a small village? Furthermore this map does not show all the collieries, shafts and different levels that Trimsaran had once homed. The book ‘Queen Coal’ by Triona Holden sums this need up in very few words in the introduction of the book “coal was the lifeblood of Britain”[footnoteRef:4]. As far as this brief extract goes I would have to be inclined to agree, as I previously mentioned the smaller collieries were closing but not because the demand for coal in the country had declined, but due to the opening of the larger collieries that were developing and mining on a greater scale. As technology and conditions were improving and coal mining developed, coal could therefore be produced in greater volumes. As ‘Queen Coal’ also explains how in demand the coal actually was and how dependent the country was on coal, Holden writes “it was the backbone of major industries such as steel, power stations depended on it , people curled up next to it in their homes, its existence meant work for large communities all over the country”[footnoteRef:5]. The importance of this extract is crucial in understanding how important the coal industry was during the twentieth century, it did not only keep the country’s homes heated it was also the power fuel for various industries throughout the country. [4:  T. Holden, ‘Queen Coal’, (Sutton Publishing Limited, Gloucester: 2005), p.1.]  [5:  (Ibid)] 


Pentremawr Colliery and Cynheidre Colliery
As I have previously given examples above of the various larger collieries that were in the valley, I would like to take Pentremawr and Cynheidre as examples. Although I have mentioned that a significant part of the various smaller collieries closing was due to larger collieries opening, I feel that I must also point out that some of these coal mines worked alongside one another for various periods in time. Several examples of the smaller coal seams in Trimsaran were very small in comparison with Pentremawr and Cynheidre, the larger ones in the village did exist and were fully functioning during the expansions of these bigger pits. I would firstly like to turn my attention to a colliery which falls into the middle category, not as large as the examples I am focusing on here but larger than the ones in Trimsaran. This example is “Carway Colliery”[footnoteRef:6] which was situated between the villages of Trimsaran and Pontyates. One of the gentlemen that I interviewed was the Reverend. Geraint Lloyd Jenkins whose father Mr. Gruffudd Jenkins worked in Carway Colliery for “twenty-six years beginning in 1924 at the age of fourteen”[footnoteRef:7]. Now although Mr. Jenkins completed his work in the year 1950 this was not the year that the colliery closed, in the ‘South Wales Coalfield Directory’ it states that Carway colliery was closed by the NCB in “July 1960”[footnoteRef:8]. Retired collier Mr. Gregory Evans explained to me in his interview Cynheidre colliery was a modern colliery, he explainded how “it was sunk during the late 1940’s and accessed in the early 1950’s”[footnoteRef:9]. The exact dates are available in the book ‘Outburst’ by Phil Cullen, the book tells us how the sinking began in “May of 1949”[footnoteRef:10] and the pit was accessed “August 1953”[footnoteRef:11], what the book also tells us is that Cynheidre was “The Largest Anthracite Mine in Western Europe”[footnoteRef:12]. ‘Anthracite’ as I have become familiar with throughout the duration of my research is the type of coal that can be mined in most collieries in the Gwendraeth Valley, in the photograph below it is an example of what anthracite coal looks like. [6:  Reverend. Geraint Lloyd Jenkins, interviewed by Declan Owens, on his father’s coal mining career, January 9th, 2019. ]  [7:  Reverend Geraint Lloyd Jenkins, January 9th, 2019. ]  [8:  R. Lawrence, ‘Carway Colliery’, ‘The South Wales Coalfield Directory’, (Vol.2), (1998 Edition), p.123.]  [9:  Gregory Evans, interviewed by Declan Owens, on working as a collier, January 30th, 2019.]  [10:  P. Cullen, ‘Outburst’, (Carmarthenshire County Council, Carmarthenshire, 2001), p.99.]  [11:  (Ibid).]  [12:  (Ibid).] 
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 (Ill. 2)- Anthracite Coal.
[bookmark: _Hlk7622796]It was because of coal such as this that the smaller collieries went into decline and the larger collieries advanced and developed, this coal was in such demand that the smaller collieries and their old-fashioned techniques could not compete with the likes of Cynheidre. What one sees happening is the Pic and Shovel were coming to an end and the new improved machinery began to be the future of coal mining, obviously manual labour was not cut out of the coal industry altogether, but the extensive physical labour was reduced. Pentremawr colliery was however rather different, it did not close under the higher demand of coal, quite the opposite the colliery developed. Mr Peter Cardwell gave me a source from the ‘Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd’ which features a list of collieries in Carmarthenshire in “1896”[footnoteRef:13], the photograph below is a section extracted from J.T. Robson’s report as he was an inspector of the collieries in Carmarthenshire.  [13:  J.T. Robson, ‘Carmarthenshire’s Mining Industry in 1986- A List of Coal Mines’, ‘Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd’, (1896).] 

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk7627712](Table. 1) - Carmarthenshire’s Mining Industry in 1986- A List of Coal Mines.
As the blue arrow points out during the inspection of 1896 Pentremawr colliery did exist, however, as it also points out it was also known as ‘Capel Ifan’. The various sections from left to right are the coal mine’s name, the situation, the name of the owner and the address, then the following sections give the manager and under- manager’s names followed by the section of workers separated into two sections for surface and underground workers. The final two sections are merely for the type of minerals worked and any remarks that the inspector wishes to write. As can be seen from the third section the colliery is owned by “Pentremawr Colliery Co. Ltd”[footnoteRef:14] not by a specific individual who owned it privately, this was common for this period as nationalization of the collieries was not passed until “1947”[footnoteRef:15]. It was at this point where collieries were required to change and improve working conditions for the miners, collieries such as Pentremawr would exist until the “1973”[footnoteRef:16] when it officially closed. The reason that Pentremawr Colliery closed was because it merged with Cynheidre Colliery in the year “1964”[footnoteRef:17], however as Cullen explains in his book the collieries did not merge, they were merely connected underground at the opening of the “giant Cynheidre mine”[footnoteRef:18].  [14:  (Ibid).]  [15:  Mr. Illtyd Beynon, interviewed by Declan Owens, on working as a collier, 7th March 2019.]  [16:  Cullen, ‘Outburst’, p.96.]  [17:  (Ibid).]  [18:  (Ibid).] 

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk7633747](Map. 2) – Showing the positioning of Pentremawr & Cynheidre.
As the above map shows Cynheidre was separated into three separate coal mining sights, 1 and 2 represented by the purple spot and sight 3 represented by both red spots. The blue spot on the map represents the location of the Pentremawr Colliery and understanding the location of the colliery helps understand why it related to Cynheidre in later years, mainly it was quite close. ‘The South Wales Coalfield Directory’ explains how Cynheidre 1 and 2 was sunk purposely by the NCB with the intentions to create a “super pit”[footnoteRef:19] and 3 was “originally the Great Mountain Colliery”[footnoteRef:20]. About collieries and sites expanding I feel that it would be appropriate at this point to explain how the mines were constructed underground. As I have previously mentioned colliers would travel into the mines in various directions, depending whether it was a drift mine or a shaft mine although the majority would travel in a cage for both. Furthermore, once the colliers had finished their journey in the cage, they may still have had a significant walk ahead of them as the book ‘Call the Roll’ explains. The simplest way to describe what the underground tunnel system is like is to think of it just as roadworks on the surface, from what I can gather there was one main system similar to a main road and then several smaller roads running off it or as in this case tunnels. The book explains that they divided the underground into what was known as “panels or districts”[footnoteRef:21], these were the names given to the smaller sub-sections off the main strip. Trimsaran residents Mr David Rosser, Mr Gregory Evans, Mr Illtyd Beynon and Mr Peter. Cardwell all worked underground, each of them explained during their interviews whatever your occupation was in the colliery you would be related or responsible to a specific district. As the process of driving these sections developed underground there was the matter of keeping the roof from falling in which was supported by wood. The explanation given in ‘Call the Roll’ for this process is “The roof was kept up by a series of wood chocks placed about six feet from the coal side”[footnoteRef:22], the diagram below illustrates how this framework would have looked. [19:  R. Lawrence, ‘Cynheidre Colliery’, ‘The South Wales Coalfield Directory’, (Vol.2), (1998 Edition), p.182.]  [20:  (Ibid)]  [21:  P. Navin, ‘Call the Roll’, (Trafford Publishing, Oxford: 2006), p.5.]  [22:  (Ibid).] 

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk7724722](Ill. 3) – Woodwork System securing the walls & ceilings underground – Wood Chock system surrounded by blue arrows.



: Life as a Collier and their Families.

The life of a collier or a colliery worker went beyond the darkness of the mines, community life, family life and social life were very close to most of their hearts. The colliers and pit workers seemed very much the same as your average village resident, however, they had a life beyond the village that not one individual that has not worked underground could imagine. As I have mentioned in the previous chapter during the 20th century the colliers in the Gwendraeth valley had to move further afield to reach the darkness of the pit. However, they may have had to travel further to work but the communities in the valley did not loose their original roots. Taking Trimsaran as an example once again the village has continuously been in development as there had been other various industries in the village prior to the collieries as well as alongside them. The point I would like to make here is following something that Mr. David Rosser and I discussed in his interview about the influence that the coal industry had in the village. Beginning with some of the older buildings in the village, we discussed how there was a hall built directly in the centre of the village, although the hall is no longer in use it still has the original sign ‘The Miners Hall’ outside the building. As Mr. Rosser explained to me “ the hall was built for the miners of the village, it was built to represent the community spirit which the village once had, each collier would subsidize a small amount of their weekly wage to pay for the materials needed”[footnoteRef:23]. There remains to be a club in situated opposite the hall which until very recent years was ‘The Workingmen’s Club’ which even I can recall, as well as the club there was also several public houses in the village one of which was ‘The Miners Arms’. Again, I can recall the public house being it use it was still a fully functioning pub until very recently, however, I was very curious to why it was named as it was. Not only having spoken to my interviewees I have also spoken to some of the village’s older residents, who informed me that the pub has existed for many years far longer than the period that I am focusing on. Although nobody was certain, a lot of the villagers believe that it was so named because of the miners and because of the rich mining history in the village, it was also a public house which was popular with the miners as Mrs. Cynthia Jenkins recalled during her interview. Mrs. Jenkins spoke to me of her grandfather and how he would enjoy going for the occasional drink there as a lot of the village’s older colliers and retired colliers would meet there.  [23:  Mr. David Rosser interviewed by Declan Owens, on working as a collier, 1st March 2019.] 

These are merely public places that the colliers would socialize, however, most houses in the village were built as homes for the colliers and their families. Going back to Mr. Rosser’s interview the oldest of these houses are “Heol Morlais and Garden Suburbs”[footnoteRef:24], Garden Suburbs being of interest as it was an estate of 200 houses built specifically for colliers and their families. He then went on to speak about the housing estate where he has lived for most of his life ‘Trilwm’, which I also discussed with Mr. Gregory Evans who coincidentally lives next- door to Mr. Rosser. As Mr. Evans explained to me during his interview he was born and raised in “Seven Sisters a village in the Dulais Valley and I left school in 1964 at the age of sixteen and went to in a local colliery called Cefn Coed Colliery. In October 1966 my family moved from Seven Sisters to Trimsaran as Cefn Coed Colliery was closing and the Cynheidre Colliery was thriving. It was in Cynheidre that I would begin my coalface training the Monday following our move and the family moved to Number twelve on the Trilwm estate”[footnoteRef:25]. Mr. Evans explained how the estate was rather small at the time he was housed there, however, by now the estate has over 70 houses. Mr. Illtyd Beynon spoke of the development of such housing estates during his interview, at the age of 82 by now Mr. Beynon can recall clearly the time when a number of these estates were built. “Trilwm was built for families that were being moved to the village. The reason families came to the Gwendraeth Valley is because the coal industry in the valley was still strong, many places were struggling as the collieries were being closed. Most people housed in Trilwm were either from other parts of wales, mainly the valleys or from further. There was a number Durham’s living on the site and following them a number of Scottish colliers moved to the area”[footnoteRef:26]. Mr. Beynon explained that this was not the only housing estate built at this time, the estate of Coed-Y-Clun in the village was also built to home colliers that moved to the area. Mr. Beynon also emphasised how Trimsaran was not the only village in the valley that experienced such development, several villages in the area changed at this time. [24:  Mr. David Rosser, 1st March 2019.]  [25:  Mr. Gregory Evans, 30th January 2019.]  [26:  Mr. Illtyd Beynon, March 7th, 2019.] 


 Life Beyond the Colliery
To begin with I would suggest that colliers and the pit workers are much like most Welshmen. As you’re typical Welshman sports was a big and significant part of most of the communities in the Gwendraeth Valley. Everyone had their own interests whether it be a traditional game of rugby, football, cricket, tennis, darts, snooker, pool, bowls etcetera. Although colliers were very much the same in their work or at least they were seen the same, their individuality became far more apparent once they came to the surface. As the photograph below portrays colliers once in work and underground look quite similar.
[image: ]
(Ill. 4)- Colliers at Cynheidre Colliery.
What I would now like to avert my attention to is the individuality of these individuals beginning with the Reverend. Geraint Lloyd Jenkins recalls his father taking an interest in cricket when the season came around each year. “In his younger days he would participate in playing, however in his later years he was more than happy to go and watch”[footnoteRef:27]. Reverend Jenkins also recalls that his father was quite content throughout the year even if he did not have his weekly game of cricket to attend, “he also prided himself on his garden, which he kept in immaculate condition even during the declining years of his life”[footnoteRef:28]. Furthermore, tending the garden was a seasonal hobby as was cricket and apart from these hobbies his weekly highlight was attending chapel on a weekly basis. “Dad was a deacon at Bethel Independent chapel, which is a small chapel in Carway which is the village he was brought up and was also not far from the colliery where he works”[footnoteRef:29]. I would be inclined to say at this point that Mr. Gruffudd Jenkins sounds like your typical collier of the older generation, obviously I can only compare Mr. Jenkins with things that I have been told about other colliers of his era, however, I would go as far to say that with many alike him he worked hard on a weekly basis for twenty six years of his life and enjoyed the simpler things that life had to offer. [27:   Reverend Geraint Lloyd Jenkins, January 9th, 2019.]  [28:  (Ibid).]  [29:  (Ibid)] 

[bookmark: _Hlk7792589]Alternatively, there were other pit workers that enjoyed passing their free time in other ways. In a DVD I was given by Mr. Peter Cardwell, Mr. Raymond James a former resident of Trimsaran is being interviewed in 1992 by the ‘Wales Video Gallery’ to speak as his experiences as a collier. In the DVD Mr. James explains how his weekly wage at Carway Colliery was “£9”[footnoteRef:30], he explains how this basic wage would support not only his wife and four children but buy his cigarettes and beer until his next pay packet. Mr. James also says that he enjoyed a game of darts and followed Trimsaran rugby team. He is an example of someone who enjoyed sports and it played a significant part in his life. Alongside many colliers he also speaks of how he enjoyed his pint and socializing with his friends and colleagues. Having personally known Mr. James I would describe him as a strong character, he was straight talking and certainly did not tolerate nonsense. Having said this, his sense of humour and readiness to help was also a distinctive part of his personality and gained him his respect in the community. He describes in his interview how the work of a collier was indeed dangerous but helping others and taking care of others was a crucial part of the work. This sense of community and team work was also apparent in the accounts of others, Mr. Rosser spoke of this during his interview and told me “you could be arguing with the man working alongside you all through you’re shift, you did not necessarily have to like them, although this was rare, most people got on with one another. Even if you argued with the man working next to you if anything should go wrong you knew they had you’re back”[footnoteRef:31]. In addition to the danger and looking out for one another all colliers that I have interviewed have spoken about the comeradery that went on down underground, how they made close friends, lifelong friends that they could always rely on. All the colliers described their experience underground as unforgettable but for the comradery and friendship not that they forget the danger and accidents but the good outdoes the bad. During the interviews with Mr. David Rosser and Mr. Gregory Evans I asked the question if they had the chance would they ever go back? Both of which replied with what can only be described as a confident yes. [30:  Mr. Raymond James interviewed by ‘Wales Video Gallery’, (1992).]  [31:  Mr. David Rosser, 1st March 2019.] 

Family was equally important to the colliers, whatever their hobbies or their pastimes it all fell back on family life. Everyone that I have interviewed has spoken about family in some form or other. In the DVD Mr. James speaks about his transfer to Yorkshire in order to earn more money for his family, Mr. James was like most working men in the Gwendraeth Valley. Mrs. Cynthia Jenkins spoke of her father’s situation “although I lived with my grandparents as a young girl my father worked as a fireman at Cynheidre and still had my mother and four children to support. Mam had worked as a nurse before having us but when my sisters were growing up, he was the only one bringing a wage into the home”[footnoteRef:32]. This was a common theme in the valley and some families did go further afield to earn money or to ensure they were not left without a job as did the families that moved to Trimsaran when they lost their jobs. Both Mr. Evans and Mr. Rosser travelled around the country and beyond, both had families to support and both ensured that they took opportunities and stayed in work. As I have previously mentioned the Workingmen’s Club Mr. Evans explained to me that in “1964 two years before I moved to the village the Workingmen’s club was extended, Trimsaran was a traditional Welsh village before the Durham miners and Scottish miners came along, wherever the families came from it was the beginning of a new way of life for the village. The only people seen in pubs in the village were men, when these other families came women would go with their husbands to socialize”[footnoteRef:33]. The knock-on effects of this were that families would go out and socialize with other families, father and sons would work alongside other fathers and sons; therefore, wives were friends with each other also. The coal industry’s boom meant that communities also thrived, large families meant that the community was also expanding. [32:  Mrs. Cynthia Jenkins, interviewed by Declan Owens, on the experiences of her father & grandfather, January 9th, 2019.]  [33:  Mr Gregory Evans, January 30th, 2019.] 






















: The Effects of the Miner’s Strike.

In the book ‘Queen Coal’ Triona Holden in her introduction to the book explains just how essential coal was to the country and to Great Britain, she writes, “It kept the nation alive from day to day, minute to minute. Coal was not an option, it was a necessity”[footnoteRef:34]. So how did the colliers of the Gwendraeth Valley adjust when they had to stop doing what they did best? How did the strike that effected all the colliers throughout Britain effect the colliers in the Gwendraeth Valley? One of things that be remembered is that these men were not just qualified colliers and mine workers they were also union members as the book also says “those who carved the fuel from the ground were powerful, not only physically but politically”[footnoteRef:35]. This is true for most colliers, this is one of the aspects where they all found common ground, even though I have spoken of their individuality in the previous chapter most colliers had a political interest. During the interview that took place with Mr. Peter Cardwell, he told me that a lot of the workers were “Union Minded”[footnoteRef:36] and although there were various unions for different mine workers the men stayed faithful to their individual unions.  [34:  T. Holden, ‘Queen Coal’, p.1.]  [35:  (Ibid).]  [36:  Mr. Peter Cardwell interviewed by Declan Owens, on working in a colliery, 14th March 2019.] 

Briefly, I would just like to highlight what the miners strike was, as it is well known the miners strike took place when the country was under a conservative government and Margaret Thatcher was in office as prime minister. As the book ‘The Miners Strike’ informs us, it took place in “1984/5”[footnoteRef:37] , and in the Book Metcalf et al inform us in the book it was “the longest national strike in British history”[footnoteRef:38]. The facts of the strike are available in various sources and if one were to ask anyone that took part in it, they would also be able to inform you of the facts as my interviewees have done. Going into the facts briefly the conflict was between Arthur Scargill who represented the miners of the country and Margaret Thatcher. Scargill represented NUM, which as the book ‘The Fed’ explains stands for the “National Union of Mineworker’s”[footnoteRef:39] , the main reason of the strike was to prevent the closure of the collieries as Mr. Peter Cardwell explained , however, this power shown by the industry was exactly what Thatcher wanted to stamp out, trade union power ,so, in many ways it was a battle between NUM and the NCB. As the book ‘Queen Coal’ explains the government were in a sticky position as they feared the power of the various miners’ unions and the colliers of Britain were fully aware of this. This was not the first strike that the miners held by the countries miners as ‘The Fed’ explains “the outbreak of the Great War to the commencement of the General Strike and miners lock – out was one which saw a deepening of the radicalisation of the South Wales miners” [footnoteRef:40]. Apart from informing us of the 1926 strike it also helps one understand where exactly these unionist feelings that were grounded in the colliers in the 1980s came from. The miners took opportunities to show the government what they were made of, as we have established if the colliers were on stop so was the country. Mr. Cardwell told me how there was also a strike in “1972”[footnoteRef:41] which did not last very long from what I understood although they stood united, however, this would not be the same during the 1984-85 miners strike. The photograph below is taken from the book ‘The 1984-1985 Miners Strike in Nottinghamshire’; [37:  M. Metcalf et al, ‘The Miners Strike’, p,65.]  [38:  (Ibid).]  [39:  H. Francis & D. Smith, ‘The Fed’, (Lawrence and Wishart, London, 1980), Abbreviations Page.]  [40:  H. Francis & D. Smith, ‘The Fed’, p. 52.]  [41:  Mr. Peter Cardwell, 14th March 2019.] 
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(Ill. 5) From the book: ‘The 1984-1985 Miners Strike in Nottinghamshire’.
Now this photograph plays absolutely no relevance at all as far as location and circumstances are concerned, however, I believe that the symbolic feature of this photograph is key. As the photograph portrays, the miners strike did not only effect colliers and mine workers, the main figures of this photograph are women. The symbolism of this is that wives, mothers and daughters were all effected by the miners’ strike, whole families were affected, not only in Nottinghamshire but throughout the country and throughout the Gwendraeth Valley. And as the photograph also portrays it was not only men that went picketing and protesting, the women also took part in it. 


Personal Experiences of the Miners’ Strike.
I would now like to divert my attention to the effects of the Miners Strike in the Gwendraeth Valley, and how families had to adapt. I would Like to begin with Mr. Peter Cardwell who moved to live in the Gwendraeth Valley from Burnley. Mr. Cardwell in his interview explained to me that the reason he moved in 1971 was purely for the work. Mr Cardwell recalled, “me and one of my mates came down to the area because we’d heard of work at Cynheidre Colliery. We had to stay in a hostel that was set up by Thyssenss the company that sunk Cynheidre”[footnoteRef:42]. Mr Cardwell then went on to explain his work to me, he was not a collier he was an electrician and part of his job was to ensure all the machinery was in order and operating smoothly. Although he was an electrician a specialist one at that this did not increase his income, “As an electrician my pay was the same as a surface worker, everyone that worked on the surface had equal pay”[footnoteRef:43]. I asked Mr. Cardwell of how he settled in the area he told me having met his wife and got married they then had a son and invested in a house together, everything that Mr. Cardwell spoke of up until this point gave the impression that his life in the Gwendraeth Valley was going relatively smoothly until I asked the question; Tell me about your experiences of the 1984 Miners Strike? In Mr Cardwell’s own words; “That year was a difficult year for us as a family, we had only just moved into this house and we had a young son, he was only two years old. I stayed on strike for the duration of it, one whole year, as an electrician part of my job was being responsible of the conveyer belt, making sure it was running smoothly. So, if us as electricians were on stop everything was, the conveyer belt, production, the colliery in many ways.” [footnoteRef:44]. The photograph below shows the conveyer belt at Cynheidre colliery which Mr. Cardwell had to keep in operation; [42: (Ibid).]  [43:  (Ibid).]  [44:  (Ibid).] 
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(Ill. 6) – Conveyer belt at Cynheidre Colliery.
One can only imagine how difficult it must have been for families such as Mr. Cardwell’s that was a whole year without payments the way Mr. Cardwell put it was “It was a really hard year, we were a whole year without pay and we never made that money back, I had to go up to the miners hall in the village where huge tins of food from foreign countries like Russia were given out to us mine workers, they used to send clothing too, the clothing wasn’t very good but luckily the tinned food was quite tasty”[footnoteRef:45].  This was the only consolation that he seemed to have as he spoke of the difficulties of the strike is that the food that was distributed was edible. He also spoke of the tensions that came between friends that worked alongside each other daily and this could lead to conflict between close friends as Mr. Cardwell personally experienced “Do you know, I haven’t spoken to my best man since 1985 as a result of the Strike”[footnoteRef:46]. This is an example of how the strike ruined people’s lives, caused arguments within families and between Friends. I would imagine that there are great amounts of people in Great Britain who have the same experience that Mr. Cardwell has had and have lost close friends and loved ones over the dispute. [45:  (Ibid).]  [46:  (Ibid).] 

Mr. David Rosser’s experiences of the miner’s strike were rather like the experience that Mr. Cardwell had. Although Mr. Rosser was not working in the area at the time he was still living locally, therefore could relate to how the colliers in the area were feeling. When Mr. Rosser discussed his experience of the strike with me the way he put it was as follows; “I was working in Upper Cwmtwrch when the strike came about, in a private colliery. The union I was a member of allowed us to work for a few weeks, the agreement being that we’d supply coal to the schools and old age in the area, but, it literally only lasted for a few weeks and after that we had to suffer just like everyone else”[footnoteRef:47].  So, in contrast with Mr. Cardwell he did not have to go on strike straight away he could continue working, however, Mr. Rosser explained how this was for a basic wage not the full wage he was entitled to previously. Furthermore, whether one was out of work for the full year or for a few weeks short of one that was still a very long time without pay and like Mr. Cardwell, Mr. Rosser emphasised that this was money that was never made back. I went on to question Mr. Rosser and asked if there was any sort of income coming into the home, he replied “there were six of us living at home at the time, me, my wife and four children. My uncle owned a farm not far from here and I would go and help him with the farm work, he would give me a couple of quid and maybe a bag of potatoes, vegetables to make sure we were fed”[footnoteRef:48]. Families as we can see from both experiences struggled, even for basic things such as food, Mr. Rosser in many ways was fortunate that his uncle had a little work for him and could afford to give him extra supplies to tie the family over, they were not completely reliant on the tinned food that was available to them. Mr. Rosser was aware of this, he spoke about families and individuals that were at a bigger loss, under more strain than himself. He also spoke about the police that were in the area during the strike, the police that were restraining violence around the Gwendraeth Valley were all English. Having worked in various collieries in England himself and still having friends in England he discovered that the police in their collieries were Welsh. He then went on to explain to me that it was a tactical move, to ensure no colliers had friends in the police force that was present.  [47:  Mr. David Rosser, 1ST March 2019.]  [48:  (Ibid).] 

Mr. Rosser also spoke of the “Scabs”[footnoteRef:49]  which was the name given to the individuals that proceeded to work throughout the strike, “friends were now segregated as some chose to work whilst others did not, this brought on  a lot of tension, in homes, between friends and publicly. It common to see friends or even strangers fighting, if everyone had stood united together it would be a completely different story today”[footnoteRef:50]. What was happening during the strike was not only on a national level but on a personal level between everyday folk, small village folk that were hurt but the event. Mr Rosser finished his interview by stating “Everyone had their own reason for working or not working, everyone’s situation was completely different, although she’ll never be able to now Maggie Thatcher has hell of a lot to answer to”[footnoteRef:51]. What we see here again is feelings towards the collier’s individualities and varied circumstances, and the Mrs. Thatcher and the feeling that she was responsible for the strike and the closing of the collieries is a reasonably fluid opinion throughout the villages of the valley. The reason that I have chosen Mr. Rosser and Mr. Cardwell as case studies for this chapter is because they represent most colliers in the valley, the struggled and found the strike difficult and challenging.  [49:  (Ibid).]  [50:  (Ibid).]  [51:  (Ibid).] 

During the interview with Mr. Illtyd Beynon who was a “Clerk to the Manager in Cynheidre during the strike”[footnoteRef:52], I realised just how serious the effects of the strike was in the Gwendraeth Valley. In Mr. Beynon’s very own words “There was two double-decker buses collecting us to take us to Cynheidre it started in Furnace square, came through Trimsaran, Carway, Pontyates and then up to cynheidre. I would estimate that those buses must have had the capacity to hold sixty people, and by the time the buses got to cynheidre they were full to the brim”[footnoteRef:53]. I would estimate that this was roughly an eight-mile journey and it collected 120 people roughly as Mr. Beynon pointed out, the majority of these would have suffered as Mr. Rosser and Mr. Cardwell did and 120 people represent a small minority of employees at Cynheidre. To conclude this chapter, I feel the effects can be summed up by an extract that I came across in the book ‘The Miners Strike’ which is featured bellow; [52:  Mr. Illtyd Beynon, March 7th, 2019]  [53:  (Ibid)] 

“For almost a year over 100,000 members of the National union of mineworkers, their families and supporters, in hundreds of communities, battled to prevent the decimation of the coal industry on which their livelihoods and communities depended.”[footnoteRef:54] [54:  M. Metcalf et al, ‘The Miners’ Strike’, p.65.] 

















: Personal Accounts & Individual experiences.

In my previous chapters I have focused on the coal mining history in the Gwendraeth valley, what life was like for a collier and what community life was like for them, I have also discussed the strains of the miners strike on the people of the Gwendraeth Valley all of which have taken oral aspects of individual’s recollections and Memories. I have referred to individuals when I felt it appropriate, however, I would like to dedicate this chapter to the people of the Gwendraeth Valley. In this chapter individuals’ personal recollections of life during this period will be portrayed, I shall use their own words to convey not only the bad experiences of their lives but also the good experiences. The reason that I feel this is necessary is to get the feel of what it was like for these individuals living in a coal mining community. In the book ‘The Miners Strike’ it states “Coal was the prime source for 90% of the UK’s energy”[footnoteRef:55] so by dedicating this chapter to the people of the Gwendraeth Valley it will help me grasp on a personal level the individual experiences of the people who dedicated their working life to the development of our country.  [55:  M. Metcalf et al, ‘The Miners’ Strike’, p.81.] 

Colliers Experiences
Firstly, I would like to draw attention to the photographs which follow to get an idea of what an everyday collier would look like and the conditions in which they worked in.
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(Ill. 9) – Collier at Cunheidre Colliery. 
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(Ill. 10)- Cynheidre Colliery.
I would like to begin with the experiences of the colliers as the experiences of the colliers certainly did vary, everyone was different, and everyone’s experiences were different. This applied to life underground, on the surface, life at home with the family, social life and everyday life. I would like to begin with Mr. David Rosser who spent his entire life working as a collier. Prior to his interview I contacted Mr. Rosser via phone to inform him that I would like to hold an interview with him and arranged an appropriate date etc. Before the interview began Mr Rosser placed before me a list that he had compiled of all the collieries that he had been employed at throughout Great Britain, “29”[footnoteRef:56] to be exact. Of the 29 collieries on the listed I took a note of the collieries that he had previously worked at in the Gwendraeth Valley.  [56:  Mr. David Rosser, March 1st, 2019.] 

The Collieries of the Gwendraeth Valley That Mr. Rosser Worked at;
• “1964- Glyn Hebog Colliery, Pontyberem.”[footnoteRef:57] [57:  (Ibid).] 

• “Pentremawr Colliery, Pontyberem.”[footnoteRef:58] [58:  (Ibid).] 

• “Cynheidre Colliery, Pontyates, shaft one and two.”[footnoteRef:59] [59:  (Ibid).] 

• “Top Tumble Colliery, Tumble, (Private Colliery).”[footnoteRef:60] [60:  (Ibid).] 

• “Tumble Anthracite, Tumble, (Private Colliery).”[footnoteRef:61] [61:  (Ibid).] 

• “Carway Fawr Colliery, Pontyates, (From the surface down & Closed the mine back up again).”[footnoteRef:62] [62:  (Ibid).] 

Now Mr. Rosser has worked in six collieries in the Gwendraeth Valley alone, the fact that he has worked in a further 23 is significant because like many others have spent a significant part of his life doing just this, knowing on life underground and life on the surface. Basing it on Mr. Rosser’s life and from my background reading there were hundreds, thousands of colliers living in the Gwendraeth Valley through the generations. On a day to day basis the men of the Gwendraeth Valley spent their time travelling up and down in a cage to the darkness of the coal mines, spending far more time underground than on the surface in many cases. 
Moving on to look at the actual job of a collier Mr. Raymond James explains what it was like in the DVD that I have spoken of in previous chapters. One of the aspects of working underground that Mr. James mentions that every one of my interviewees have also spoken about is darkness. Using myself as an example I have been told several times how I would not be able to imagine how dark it is underground if one did not have some form of light, therefore, I would suggest that the majority of people today would be exactly the same as me and will probably never experience such darkness. Mr. James also speaks about the physicality of the job although there was specialist machinery being operated underground Mr. James began his career as a collier working with what was called a “Mandrel”[footnoteRef:63] which is like a pic and a shovel. Examples of Mandrels’ shown below; [63:  Raymond James ‘Wales Video Gallery’, (1992).] 

[image: ]
(Ill. 8) – Mandrel Heads
The mandrel and shovel when compared with the later equipment that was purchased to go underground are very basic, however, older colliers would have endured harder manual labour. Mr. James explains that working the coal face with these instruments was a difficult job and that it was not enough to be physically strong to work in those conditions, but a man also had to be mentally strong. Furthermore, Mr. James also spoke of the feeling that a collier would experience as he travelled to the surface and how the feeling of fresh air was always a good feeling, I would imagine that this was an aspect of being mentally strong. What I mean by this is going up from those terrible conditions into fresh air at the end of a shift was a good feeling to those colliers because they knew the conditions were better on the surface. For colliers going down to begin their shift underground travelling down from that fresh air, one could not begin to imagine how they felt, and these feelings would occur daily.
Health Issues
One of the aspects of working underground that has become quite prominent throughout my research is the detreating health which followed. Problems with one’s chest and breathing were extremely common to all colliers, especially colliers that worked underground prior to nationalization. The Reverend. Geraint Lloyd Jenkins recalls his father suffering a particularly difficult battle with silicosis. Reverend Jenkins told me in his interview “My father suffered with his chest quite early on in his life, old age meant that his condition got worse, I can still hear him breathing heavily to  this day, he died at the age of 73  and the cause of his death was silicosis”[footnoteRef:64]. The fact that Reverend Jenkins still recalls how his father struggled to breathe in his declining years makes one realise just how lethal coal dust was. Furthermore, Reverend Jenkins emphasised how this was common at the time of his father’s death, and that many colliers suffered the same as his father. Reverend. Jenkins wife Mrs. Cynthia Jenkins could also relate to her husbands’ recollections of his father’s ill health as she too had first-hand experience of it herself, and from a very young age I might add. Mrs. Jenkins lived with her grandparents from a very young age and her grandfather worked as a collier, although she does not recall his working days much due to her being so young, she does recall that he was employed as a collier at Carway Colliery. The recollection that Mrs. Jenkins has of her grandfather is that of his ill health and suffering following his retirement. Mrs. Jenkins spoke of how she personally had to participate in his care she stated; “at the age of ten I would have to fan my grandfather as he was lying in bed fighting for his breath, this would give him a little more air to try and catch his breath, it was often that he would spend his days linked to the oxygen cylinders which the chemist would supply. Some days he would be on it constantly, he had terrible silicosis and that’s what killed him, he was sixty-one years old when he died”[footnoteRef:65] .  [64:  Reverend. Geraint Lloyd Jenkins, January 9th, 2019.]  [65:  Mrs. Cynthia Jenkins, January 9th, 2019.] 

Briefly going back to Reverend Jenkins can still picture his father’s hands and described them to me as being “rough with lots of small blue scars all over them”[footnoteRef:66]. This would appear to be another common trait amongst the colliers, as I found out during an interview with my grandfather. My grandfather spoke to me about his father Grenville Roberts and about the condition of his hands which were like Mr. Jenkin’s hands from the description. My grandfather added “you could always recognise a collier from his hands”[footnoteRef:67], I would imagine in many ways that if a collier’s hands could speak, they would be able to tell you an awful lot. [66:  Reverend. Geraint Lloyd Jenkins, January 9th, 2019.]  [67:  Mr. Michael John Roberts, interviewed by Declan Owens, on his father’s career as a collier, 23rd March, 2019.] 


Accidents
Dangerous conditions also faced collier’s as they went underground, Reverend Jenkins spoke of personal tragerdy that that effected his family. Reverend Jenkins lost an uncle underground in a pit collapse, he was buried in the family grave at Tabernacle Methodist Chapel, Trimsaran where the family were all members. Reverend Jenkins took me to the chapel’s cemetery to show me the grave and allowed me to photograph the headstone which is featured bellow. Although the headstones in welsh, it is possible to see from the headstone, he was killed at the young age seventeen which is the section I have highlighted. Furthermore, it has become a fluid factor throughout my research of young and old being killed and all sorts of disasters, it would seem that it was common to hear of people being killed and from my interviews it has become evident that there were not only sad experiences for the families effected but for  the communities also. Furthermore, although there were numerous examples of tragic accidents there are also cases where individuals would be injured but still able to work after recovering. 
During Mr. Peter Cardwell’s interview I asked him if he had ever experienced any accident’s underground and as I had imagined he has experienced many. Although Mr. Cardwell has been fortunate enough during his experience underground not to have been injured severely. During the discussion on accidents and injuries Mr Cardwell explained to me that Cynheidre colliery would often or not take care of their employees if they were injured and if an individual was not able to participate working underground, they would be transferred to work on the surface. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk8128183](Ill. 7) – Family grave of Reverend. Jenkins Family.

Reason’s for becoming a collier
In the DVD that I have mentioned previously, Mr. James speaks about his personal reasons for going to work underground. The reason he gives forgoing was to support his family, he explains in the DVD how his father passed away in “1942”[footnoteRef:68] at the age of “43”[footnoteRef:69] and as many alike him at the time Mr. James’s father passed away due to silicosis “leaving my mother, brother and myself”[footnoteRef:70]. Mr. James goes on to speak about the difficulties that faced his family following his father’s death he speaks of the financial issues that they experienced, “There was compensation available to the widows that lost their husbands to silicosis, but for some reason or other my mother was not seen worthy, she didn’t get a penny. A year after my father’s death I went to work at Carway colliery to help my mother to run the home and take care of us”[footnoteRef:71]. In many ways Mr. James had to find some form of income to support his family. I would imagine that many people alike him were forced to go and work underground for similar reasons. Of course, not all colliers went to the pit because they did not have another option, everybody’s circumstances varied and in complete contrast to Mr. James, Mr. Rosser who I have previously mentioned at the beginning of the chapter went purely out of choice. When I asked Mr. Rosser how his career started, he explained to me that he originally began as a surface worker. The reason he decided to go, and work underground is because the pay was better and most of his friends worked underground, therefore, his reasons were to get increased pay and to be with his friends. [68:  Raymond James ‘Wales Video Gallery’, (1992).]  [69:  (Ibid).]  [70:  (Ibid).]  [71:  (Ibid).] 




















Conclusion

As I began my research into the Gwendraeth Valley’s coal industry and how it affected individual’s lives I admit that I did not know what to expect, however, what I aimed to discover through carrying out this research I must say has been successful. The reason that I am saying this is because the main aspect that I wished to achieve as I researched was to collect information from individuals orally, via interviews and discussions. This was in order to achieve a sense of how individual’s lives were affected by historical events such as the decline of the coal industry leading up to and following the miners strike. From my research it has become evident that the coal industry was an industry that experienced constant development during the twentieth century, as I discussed in my first chapter. The first chapter helps one realise how during the late twentieth century smaller collieries in villages began to suffer decline and as a result closed. The reason being larger collieries and technology developed, the demand for coal on a greater scale increased therefore the days of the mandrel and shovel were numbered. As well as this, collieries such as these brought great employment to the area as is discussed in chapter two, communities and community spirit was shaped around coal mining and colliers, there was a great sense of togetherness and friendship between the individuals of the Gwendraeth Valley. 
In the final chapters there is a greater emphasis on the oral history as individuality becomes a key feature in the body of these chapters. In chapter three where the 1984-85 miners strike is discussed, there is a sense of how there was a split in the country during the miner’s strike. This split involved colliers and mine workers against the government, and in many ways that is what closed most collieries in this area as I have established through my reading. In fact, one of the only collieries that I came across that survived the miners strike in the Gwendraeth Valley was the colliery that I have discussed frequently in the chapters, this being Cynheidre colliery. Having said this various sources and opinions suggest that the miners strike was a contributing factor to the collieries closure even though it was not instant. What I have also been pleased to achieve by arranging interviews is getting a different point of view of the strike. By questioning my interviewees about their personal experiences of the miners strike it becomes evident that people do not merely see the strike on a national level but on a personal level also. Although the Miners strike affected collieries on a national level it was the individuals such as the ones, I have interviewed that felt the brunt of it. It affected them in numerous ways, socially, economically, personally, it caused arguments and disputes between families, friends people individuals thought they could always rely on. As I have discussed it was people such as the Gwendraeth Valley residents who still hold a grudge against the government today and speaking of such a difficult time remains to be hard for them to this very day. Similarly, in most of the chapter’s individuality has become another key feature through the individual interviews and experiences. In both chapters three and four we see how individuals went on strike for their own reasons and an explanation of why some people did not, this is due to everyone’s personal situation. Likewise, at the very end of chapter four the different reasons for going underground are discussed, again for different reasons and different situation. Having said this, the things that people did to cope with the strike and their experiences of it were relatively different some dealt with it in different ways to others and some suffered more than others. Furthermore, the discussion of individual experiences in the final chapter also relates to this as everyone’s life and experiences of working underground were very different indeed. I would concur by saying that the oral history research to the coal industry and the communities of the Gwendraeth valley has been beneficial as it has allowed me to discover and divulge areas of local history which is slowly being lost. I would go as far to say that understanding ones heritage and ones surrounding area should be a research area that all historians should consider.
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