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                                               Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
Law 
The Children’s Act (1989) gave every child in the United Kingdom the right to be protected from abuse and exploitation and the right for enquiries to be made to safeguard them. Section 1 states that the welfare of the child is paramount in all decision making, and that the court will not make any orders unless it was deemed to be in the child’s best interest (CA 1989) Part 7 of the Social Services and wellbeing Act Wales 2014 also sets out processes for child protection in Wales. However, if a child is deemed to be at risk of significant abuse or harm then the 1989 Children Act needs to be followed. If the child is to be at immediate risk the process would be to apply to the court for an Emergency placement order (EPO) under section 44 of the CA 1989. This order is vital as it gives power to remove the child from that immediate risk. 

Process
Safeguarding referrals are initially sent to The First Contact team who are required to make a decision within 24 hours whether there is a need to investigate any further under The All-Wales Child Protection Procedures ,2008 (AWCPP, 2008).
The local authority will then decide whether they need more information to make a decision and request it if needed. If they deem the case does not meet the threshold for section 47 enquiry, they will sign post the child and family to third sector voluntary organisations who work independent to social services but need to share information with them and coproduce plans of support for early intervention and prevention in line with SSWBA 2014. However, this is voluntary, and the family does not have to engage with any support offered. Although, if they do not engage there is unlikely to be a change in their circumstance, which may then lead to further enquiries under CA ,1989. And AWCPP, 2008

Enquiries

When the First Contact Team has assessed a child may be at risk of significant harm or abuse, they will pass the case directly to the Child Protection Team who are required to carry out more assessment using the ‘Common Assessment Framework’ depending on the age of the child and circumstance, such as pre-birth risk assessments, part 3 planning assessments and risk 2 assessments framework to identify strengths and highlight concerns. National Assembly for Wales 2001) The results of these assessments will determine the next step in the process. The case can reduce in risk and be referred to third sector support services or assessed to have a high risk and need a strategy meeting where professionals such as teachers police health and social worker who are involved with the child will share information, for the purpose of deciding
· Whether a criminal investigation is needed.
· If any immediate safeguarding measures need to happen
· Whether a section 47 investigation is required. (CA 1989)

 If the outcome of this meeting believes the child is likely to suffer or is suffering   significant harm, they are placed on the child protection register. This places a duty on the local authority to see the child every 10 days, attend core group meetings every six weeks, undertake unannounced visits, and review the initial strategy plan every 3 months which is directed in AWCPP, 2008.   

545 









500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act (Wales) 2014 safeguards both adults and children. Each has UK law that safeguards alongside it. The overriding difference between children’s and adults safeguarding is having capacity to consent to decisions that affect an Individuals life.

Under new safeguarding policy everyone now has the responsibility to report safeguarding concerns if an adult is at risk of abuse or neglect, with or without the consent of the adult involved. If the concern warrants an investigation the adult is then at liberty to decide if they want the investigation to go further. Adults therefore have the right to make unwise decisions under safeguarding laws unless they are deemed to not have capacity. Capacity is always assumed and is decision specific. Lack of capacity is decided if an adult cannot understand the specific decision that needs to be made, and/or are unable to retain and weigh up the information that informs the decision. However, it is important to note that capacity can also fluctuate as Individual’s situations change, so a person may not always have or lack the capacity to make a decision. If there is deemed a lack of capacity the MCA 2005 still safeguards, in that a Best Interest meeting is held to determine what would be in their best interest – here the Individual can still have their voice heard and invite people to advocate for them. The Best interest meeting conclusion should also support the least restrictive outcome   (MCA 2005). In contrast to this, children 0-16 are deemed to not have capacity to make informed decisions due to their age and brain development (Young Minds 2022) Indeed in a section 47 hearing a child’s voice is barely recognised and investigations happen without their consent in order to protect them from harm (CA 1989). However, a child that reaches the age of 16 holds some power to voice their own opinions in safeguarding investigations if they are assessed to be Gillick Competent. This is where the child is assessed to determine that they can understand, retain and weigh up the risks of any decisions that need to be made (Gillick v West Norfolk & Wisbeck Area Health Authority, 1986), reflecting the same guidelines of the MCA 2005 and underpinned the values of voice choice and control in (SSWBA, 2014) 
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