Community profile 

This year I am completing my 400 hours at Ysgol Bro Pedr school which is in Lampeter, Ceredigion.  I am going to be completing a community profile on Lampeter which is within Ceredigion, Wales. I currently live about 4 miles out of Lampeter in a village called Llanfair Clydogau. I have grown up in a few houses surrounding Lampeter but never actually lived within the town.  I have attended Lampeter school since the age of 8 and I finished when I turned 19. Lampeter is a small Town within the Ceredigion county. Ysgol Bro Pedr is the school in Lampeter in which was one of the 1st school in Wales in which now caters for children and young people from the ages of 3 to 19. It gives children and young people many opportunities and gives them the best choices. It also has a great SEN unit as well as Canolfan Y bont in which caters for pupils with a range of educational needs, including, profound and multiple disabilities, severe learning difficulties and autism. 
Lampeter also has a university, the university offers a range of courses for undergraduate and graduated students. This bring many people to Lampeter in which help many of the shops and businesses within Lampeter. 
Lampeter also has a local Leisure centre in which provides many activities for a range of people. They offer a gym in which young people will be able to attend during or after school. They also have an Actif programmes in which many of the employees will go out to a range of settings such as school, nurseries family centres ect. The Actif programme has a range of programmes in which is suitable for all ages. They offer a AYP programme which is aimed at children and young people between the ages of 5 to 19. They also offer a 5x60 programme which offers a variety of active session such as football, Touch rugby, Basketball. 



There is also a local swimming pool in which offers a range of classes as well as different swimming times. This is open to all the public, and there are different session in which young people would be able to attend. 
There is also a Family centre within Lampeter in which welcomes everyone. They have a variety of activities and groups in which anybody can join. This will help with any young mums or if young people would want to attend with their families. 
There is also a home start in which will help a range of families at their toughest times. This can involve young people as they would be there to support a range of individuals. This gives the family support in which could help young people come a long way. Many young people face may challenges therefore having someone come out and support the family before a bigger professional like a social worker would come in. I believe this can be very beneficial to the whole family. 
Lampeter has a population of 2,970 people. This population includes 579 0-17 year old, 1,767 18 to 64 year olds and 588 people who are 65 and over. Looking into statistics to see how many people within Lampeter claiming benefits I found that 1.6% of the population only claim jobseekers Allowance, 2.3% of the population claim Incapacity Benefits (IB or ESA) and 11.4% claim other benefits which include Work benefits. These statistics are more than 10% lower in Lampeter than the national average, this suggest that there are higher salaries. 
Looking back at statistics from 2011 regarding education it stated that Lampeter had a lower level of residence which either have no qualification or qualification that are equal to 1 or more GCSE which are grade D or below. Statistic now show that Lampeter has a high level of residents and now have a higher education qualification (level 4) that the national average, this now suggest that Lampeter residents are better educated than the average Wales citizen. This is positive feedback for Lampeter as it means the young people are starting off their life with a better education, which can have a positive impact in their future as they will have a wider prospect for further education and a good job. 
 I then had a  look into Lampeter Property ownership and Rental Statistics which showed that 43.8% owned a property, 23.8% have a mortgage, 0.3% Shared, 3.2% have social rented (Council), 6.9% social Rented through the housing Association, 17.9% Privately Rented, 2.1% lived Rent Free and 1% was other. I believe these statistics are good as it is stating that most individual own their own house in and less are in council houses. In the past year I have seen that there have been many more council houses in which have been built within Lampeter itself, so I believe now that there are more houses available these statistics would change quite a bit. I do not think that being in a council house is bad as it usually offers cheaper rent than going in somewhere privately. This allows young people to have somewhere to start if they do not have the family support behind them. 
Lampeter includes a variety of different independent shops, as well as a small number of chain stores.  In the past year 2 banks have closed down in Lampeter which now only leaves 2 left. Lampeter offers many places to eat and drink. The residents of Lampeter have a wide range of jobs, these can include them working in the local school/ University or the local Shops. I believe that many people will travel around the area for their job.  The job prospects for young people in Lampeter are very basic as there are not many job prospects for young people. I find that many young people may start a job in the chip shop or some of the smaller shops. 
Infrastructure – The main transport link to Lampeter are the buses. The main bus in Lampeter is the link between Carmarthen and Aberystwyth. I believe this link is very helpful for many of the residents within the Lampeter area, especially the young people. There are also many other buses in which is available for everyone to use which link to Tregaron, Newcastle Emlyn, Aberaeron and Cardigan. 
Looking into what clubs and activities which are available for the young people within Lampeter I found there was a local youth club in which was not run by the local council. I also found out there was another youth club in which was being run by the school itself. Online I could not find much information bout either of there youth clubs. I hope to contact the leader to gather more information and hopefully do a bit of volunteer work within the youth club. 
I have already spoken about the swimming pool and the leisure centre in which have many activities suitable for all ages. 
I found that Ceredigion county youth service hold many of their activities in the leisure Centre in Lampeter. These activities are linked to the 5x60 club. Some of these activities include – 
· Tennis 
· Cycling skills 
· Basketball 
· Young spins
Lampeter also has a Victoria Hall, there are many activities that go on within this setting. I believe that the youth club is also being run from this setting. Some of the other clubs in which are being held here include a Ukulele club, Brownies, Drama club, welsh classes, Food projects and many more. There is also a scout’s hall that everyone is welcome to go to. This gives many opportunities to young people within the small town. Lampeter also has a family centre, the centre helps many people. This gives young parents a place to go if they need support, it has an array of activities each day that are available for anyone to attend. There are a variety of activities and group such as out and about sessions, cooking sessions, under 1 groups, young mum groups and swimming. 
I found many social challenges for young people within Lampeter. Growing up and observing the town I found that many young people do hang out in groups by the bus stop and some of the parks in Lampeter. On the Ceredigion youth service website it stated that there was a youth service in Lampeter, I tried to look into this and couldn’t find any information about the youth service and activities that they do except for those that were held in the Leisure centre. I believe many of the young people may not be attending these activities as they may not have the information about the service or may not have an interest in sporty activities. I believe the young people need a facility in Lampeter that is comfortable and will keep them out of trouble on the streets. From walking around Lampeter I find that many residents find it intimidating when there are groups of young people going around the town. 
To conclude I believe there are many things in place for young people in Lampeter. The only negative is there is not stable youth service. There is no building for the young people to arrange different activities. Compared to Aberaeron youth service they have a beautiful building with a kitchen, this gives them many opportunities. I also see that pictures of Aberaeron and Aberystwyth youth centres doing many actives. I do not see as many things happening in Lampeter regarding this. I know there is a youth worker within the school in Lampeter, speaking to him I found he was trying to arrange activities for the young people within Lampeter. I am  glad that there is a youth worker available at the school for the young people. Lampeter gives young people many opportunities that will help them for future life.
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