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A look at language 

►A form of animal 
communication 

►Uniquely human 

►Used by ALL  
human communities

►Developed without 
conscious planning 



Natural language

►Produced by using 
the human body

►For hundreds of 
thousands of years 

►Sounds (or signs) 
combined to convey 
messages

►Comes in many 
different varieties  



Written language 

►Writing is a form of 
technology 

►Originating about 
5,000 years ago  

►An inability to speak 
is VERY rare, but:

►Illiteracy stands at 
about 750,000,000

►Many languages 
never written down 



A look at linguistics 

►The scientific study 
of language 

►Phonetics and 
phonology 

►Morphology and 
syntax 

►Semantics and 
pragmatics 



International Phonetic Alphabet 

In the beginning, God 
created the heaven 
and the Earth 

ɪn ðə bɪˈgɪnɪŋ, gɒd 
kri()ːˈeɪtɪd ðə ˈhɛvn 
ænd ði ɜθː



Grammar

►Phonemes

►Morphemes 

►Parts of Speech 

►Word Order 

►Clauses

►Sentences



Meaning and Context

►Colorless green 
ideas sleep furiously

►Furiously green 
ideas sleep colorless

►A man-eating shark 
A man eating shark 

►She was right, so I 
was left



Psycholinguistics

►The psychology of 
language 

►First language 
acquisition

►Second language 
acquisition 

►Production and 
comprehension  



Sociolinguistics

►The sociology of 
language

►Accent  

►Register 

►Prestige 

►How’s tricks your 
majesty? 



Applied Linguistics 

►Language policy

►Language planning 

►Language teaching

►Language pathology

►Lexicography

►Literacy  

►Multilingualism  

►Translation  



Historical Linguistics 

►Family Trees

►Proto-languages

►Sound changes

►Etymology

►Cognates

►Loanwords 

►Reconstruction 


