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CRITICAL INCIDENTS – APPENDACIES ASSIGNMENT 1 



Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Year 1 – 10.30am 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

· Literacy and communication AoLE
· The children had been in class from 9am, unable to go out to ‘play’ during break time as it started raining. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

· After an hour and 5 minutes of doing classroom activities, it was then time for the children to go out onto break, but it started raining and therefore the members of staff called for a ‘dry break’. This meant that for this particular year 1 class, they sat on the carpet in front of the board and watched a cartoon whilst eating their snacks and having a drink. 
· At 10.35am the teacher re-appeared, she asked the children to put their snacks away and to come and sit back down on the carpet area ready for some verbal language and communication activities. 
· It was noticeable straight away that 2 of the boys in the class were extremely unsettled and opted to stand and jump about behind the class. After 10 minutes of this, the two boys laid down on the carpet behind the rest of the pupils. 
· It soon became clear that the rest of the class was also unsettled, acting restless and becoming very chatty amongst themselves whilst the teacher was trying to engage them. 
· The teacher then decided to get them all to stand up, do a dance, a shake and a stretch on the carpet. Once all children had participated in this then the teacher asked them to sit back down where they were and carried on with the session which she was trying to teach. 
· This was successful as the children were more focused and managed to get through the session until the next lot of activities. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Are ‘movement breaks’ crucial in the classroom to obtain thorough learning. 
· Strong links to the pedagogy part of professional standards (used a movement break to progress with the learning and influenced then. 









	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
· The direction of the lesson was very clear and this was proved as all the children were taking part in the activity, it just didn’t take long until the became restless. 



















Record 2
	Date and time, year group: Year 5 / 9.15am


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Classroom of 30 children, all completing maths & numeracy activities. Solo activities but some are working in pairs 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher was asked a few times by a couple of pupils how to do a certain question, so he paused the session, asked the children to show him via their thumb how they are finding the work (Thumb up, down or in the middle), he could then gather how the rest of the class was finding it, to see if perhaps it was a common issue. This resulted in quite the contrast of answers, as there were only a few in between, and most were either happy with it, or needed extra help. He produced 3 worksheets, covering the same work, but were (Medium, hot and spicy) differentiated for different levels. The teacher allowed the children which one they attempted, but he noticed a lot of children (more than the amount who signaled they needed extra help) were opting for the ‘Medium’ level. The teacher then resulted in reminding the children of the ‘Comfort Zone’ and the ‘Challenge Zone’ and explained how they should not be sat in the comfort zone, and should be challenging themselves to ensure learning is taking place. A fair amount of children agreed with him, and chose the next difficulty then. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


This could be a case of the children being shy when asking to self evaluate in front of the class, or it could be a sign to show that you must as a teacher remind the children that being wrong is ok, but they need to challenge themselves. 







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Busy classroom, first thing in the morning, whiteboards and work books being used. 




















Record 3
	Date and time, year group: Year 5 / After break time 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Class were doing Communication and Languages (writing tasks) on their tables 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Class were given out activities to do with English and each table had a different task, the class were all going at different paces, and the room was quite loud. The teacher explained to the researcher that he does like chatting in the classroom amongst the children as long as he can see they are getting on with the work, but as there were a few tables who were just talking and not working, instead of singling them out, he focused on a table who weren’t making much noise and were getting through the work at a good pace. The teacher said loud enough that the whole class heard him “Really good low level of noise coming from this table and some excellent work being done as they are approaching the last bit of their sheets – once you finish you can have some free time”. This prompted the others to get their heads down and get on with the tasks. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

By being positive and giving compliments out to the good behaviours which you want to see more of, using it as an example – can this encourage a larger number of pupils to behave that way? 

Is allowing them to chat as they wish a good thing? Does it depend on the class and the relationship with the teacher?








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)


Busy class (30) all sat on tables of 4-7 children. This was after breaktime, and the distractions were their peers. 
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