Assignment - Use Childe’s characteristics of complex societies, discuss at least one of them by giving examples from BOTH Egypt and China.
	Vere Gordon Childe (1892 – 19570) was an Australian born archaeologist, he had many theories about the development of prehistoric civilisation. Whilst Childe was doing excavations, he saw reoccurring groups of artefacts and structures at different burial sites which he defined as prehistoric human groups, or peoples. He marked milestones in the development of culture-historical archaeology. After he retired, he returned to Australia and it was found in 1957 he died from falling off of a cliff, believing he took his own life after his intellectual abilities were declining. A complex society is a large, highly organized human community which often have features such as urban centres, social stratification, specialised labor and political systems, in a place that manages resources, enforces rules and coordinate large populations. Religion played a crucial role in justifying the power of the rulers in these complex societies. Both Egypt and China at this time met all of these characteristics, and we can see that by examining their cities, production, social hierarchy and use of writing, it is clear both countries can be used as examples of Childe’s practice.
	One key characteristic of Childes Complex societies is specialised labour. Specialised labour can be considered as people who took on non-farming roles in these societies. Without the waters of the Nile, Egypt would be nothing but a desert, this meaning the annual flooding was a natural fertilizer and nourishes the land, this producing reliable food surpluses. The flooding usually happened during the summertime, and the water determined whether the crops were successful or not. Ancient Egyptians turned to mythology to explain this gift. They collected this as tax and stored it in granaries. (a granary is a building or room for storing threshed grain) all of this allowed the government to support the workers who were not farmers, those such as Priests, who managed the temples and performed rituals. Artisans, who produced the jewellery and statues, the Architects and builders who planned and constructed the pyramids, temples and tombs, and the soldiers. These all-show complexity as they are required to create a working society. 
	Similarly to this in Ancient China, they did farm along the Yellow river and the Yangtze river which produced surplus millet and rice. The farming in the Yellow river was the earliest independent agricultural revolution in east Asia. This pattern travelled across the whole north to northwestern China, showing the impact it was creating on the area. This allowed for the development of different types of specialists just as in Ancient Egypt, specialists such as Bronze workers, which produced weapons, and tools which used advanced casting techniques, artisans, who were jade carvers and potters, Officials and administrators who managed taxes and labor. The same as in Ancient Egypt these workers are required to make a working society. In Ancient Chinas development, sectors were becoming highly profitable because of its unique product attribute, marked demands and government policies which related to finance. Both Ancient Egypt and Ancient China relied on agricultural surplus for them to be able to support their specialised workers. In both cases the labour shows economic planning and state power which match Childe’s criteria, and both show economic complexity.
	Another key characteristic of Childe's complex societies is the presence of large population centres or cities, he argued that complex societies are marked by large urban centres with dense populations such as centres of government and administration, centres of religion, or centres of trade and craft production. The development of urban civilization according to childe could be identified by; an increase in settlement size, concentration of wealth, large scale public works, writing, representational art, knowledge of science and engineering, foreign trade, full-time specialised in nonsubsistence activities, class-stratified society, and political organization based on residence rather than kinship. 
	Examples of this in Ancient Egypt was the development of cities along the Nile river, building these cities so close to the river provided water, transport and fertile land which the people counted on from the water helping them grow food surpluses which helped support large, settled populations. An example of this is Memphis, Memphis was the early capital of ancient Egypt, it is located south of the Nile River on the west bank. Memphis was an administrative centre where officials, scribes and craftsmen lived. Another example of a city was Thebes. It was the capital of the ancient Egyptian Empire at the time, it’s a lot more south than Memphis, around 419 miles south of Cairo. Thebes was an area containing royal tombs and mortuary temples. Temples such as Karnak and Luxor. It housed those of priests, soldiers, craftsmen and labourers, and was named the ‘city of the dead’. The officials at these locations controlled the surrounding agricultural land, which showed dominance and centralised authority.
	Similarly, examples of this in Ancient China was the development of cities along the Yellow River and later on the Yangtze River, the same as Ancient Egypt, being close to the rivers allowed farming surpluses to help urban populations grow. Cities such as Anyang which served as a political and religious capital, it was the last great capital of the ancient Shang dynasty, and it is sometimes described as the birthplace of Chinese archaeology. It contained royal palaces, workshops and ancestral temples. Another city being Zhengzhou which was an early walled city, with evidence of planning and defensive structures. These cities indicated organised labour and dense populations. The cities in both of these societies shows us that they had advanced social and political organisation, in which supported childes model of complex societies.
	A third characteristic which examiners look for clear links between hierarchy, power, and control. Childe argued that complex societies have a clear class system. This is where people have unequal access to power, wealth and status. He believed that your social position most of the time had to be inherited, clearly defined, or supported by law, religion, or tradition. This unequal access allowed for specialised labour but also creating a ruling class that monopolized this surplus, which resulted in class division and political coercion. In his earlier political writing, Childe stated that he viewed government and political bureaucracy as mechanisms that could lead to a servile state where officialdom becomes detached from and superior to the workers.
	Ancient Egyptian society was structured like a pyramid. Always at the top was the gods such as Ra, Osiris, and Iris as Egyptians believed that gods controlled the universe. But also, at the top of the pyramid was their leaders. Pharaohs were believed to be gods in human form and that is why they deserved to have a space at the top of the pyramid. Pharaohs where always buried in chambers within the pyramids. Next up where the government officials such as priests and nobles and then came the soldiers. These people had been trusted with their responsibilities by the Pharaohs as they believed protection was at the top of the list. Whether that was physical protection or religious protection, both were seen as a key to running the state. Scribes where below them, being educated record holders which was essential for administration. At the bottom of the pyramid where merchants and craftsmen, who where skilled workers still required for the success of the cities but not so important to be anywhere near the top, workers such as carpenters, jewellers, potters, and doctors. They were the middle class. And on the very lower base of the pyramid where the peasants, the slaves, and servants. They where the largest group of people, growing food, built the monuments. They where lower class and they just lived. With a very rare occasion of someone moving up in the pyramid. Slaves and servants where often prisoners of war or debtors, who often performed hard labour in difficult jobs. All of this showed clear class divisions, with government-controlled land, labour and surplus.
	In Ancient China their order of importance is also similar to a pyramid with the King/ Emperor at the top, as they have supreme political authority, and are responsible for order and harmony in the cities. The Emperors are considered the ‘Son Of Heaven’, and they stand outside of a traditional four-class system. Next on the Chinese pyramid was the officials and bureaucrats, and the Nobles who owned land and provided military service for the cities. They also managed administration, taxation and law. They were chosen for their skill and their loyalty. The working class was next, consisting of peasants, workers, and merchants. They produced the food and were considered important although they where heavily taxed, they where skilled workers which were required to help the development of the cities, and to help them continue to grow. The merchants where often ranked lowest and were believed to be profiting from others labour. They where considered a very minor part of Ancient Chinas economy and that is why they where so low down on the social hierarchy. All of this order showed that their government was organised and there was political power linked to moral and religious ideas. Both societies had rigid social hierarchies, this is shown from Egypt comparing Pharaohs to a god and calling them god on earth. Opposite to this China doing the same thing to the Emperors. In both societies stratification helped the government control resources and their people, this fitting into Childes model. It brought order and demonstrated that anyone worthy can rule a land.
	In conclusion for this essay, through research I have found that both Ancient Egypt and Ancient China clearly demonstrate V. Gordon Childes interpretation of the key characteristics of complex societies. In the 3 points I have mentioned, them being the specialised labour, the presence of large population centres and cities, and clear links between hierarchy, power and control. it is shown that agricultural surplus supported large populations and permanent cities. Specialised labour in both scenarios allowed for non-farming roles, such as scribes, artisans, priests and officials to develop, and whilst they develop the societies develop with them even though they are not as high up on the ‘pyramid’ as the other important roles. Both societies had clear social hierarchies which were supported by strong governments that controlled the land, the labour and their resources. Their use of writing systems, architecture and administration fully highlighted their complexity, even though both Ancient Egypt and Ancient China developed independently from each other, and where very far from each other geographically they still shared many similar features of organisation. All of these points strongly support Childes’s arguments that these characteristics define complex societies.
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