COMMUNITY PROFILE.
In this community profile I will discuss my findings on Domestic Abuse in Carmarthenshire, the services available, the rates of Domestic Violence here and what support is available to anyone experiencing this.
In the latest figures from a crime survey in Wales and England it states that in March 2018 it is estimated that 2.0million people between the  ages of 16 to 60 experienced domestic violence in that year, the survey states that 1.2 million were women and 695 were men. (Ons.gov.uk, 2018).
Domestic violence can have severe consequences for both women and children, and also on society today. Domestic abuse cases come at a heavy cost, according to west wales care partnership it costs wales on average 302.5 million every year. (Wwcp-data.org.uk, 2017)
In Carmarthen there is a women’s aid drop in centre in the town centre where women can go for support and advice, there is also a playgroup there for small children which is undertaken by a child worker. Elsewhere in Carmarthen there is  women’s refuge which provides a safe place for women and children fleeing domestic abuse. In 1978 a public meeting was held to determine the need for a refuge in Carmarthen. In 1980 Carmarthen district council offered the domestic abuse services which was then called women’s aid a house that would need furnishing from scratch, repair and in need of re decorating. In 1981 the refuge opened and was ready to take women and children in. In 1982 a volunteer at the refuge became the first paid worker there, then in 1985 a further 3 paid roles were given and were funded by the manpower commission.
In 1987 the refuge then relocated to a bigger property near Carmarthen town centre. In 1988 a service was implemented for women who did not need refuge, however needed support with domestic violence, this was called outreach.
In 1993 the women’s refuge was bought by Gwalia housing association , they extended the refuge and added a play room for the children an office and an extra laundry room.
In the year 2000 a counselling service was  funded for the women by CAVS health, and in 2001 floating support became a new service to support women in their own homes. By 2003 18 women were able to receive floating support funded by sure start.
In 2008 the refuge celebrated its 30th birthday, it is again totally refurbished with each room having an en suite and small kitchen area.
In 2012 the drop in centre leased a new building in Queen st Carmarthen, however relocated in 2018 to the old social services office in red st Carmarthen. (The Big Give, 2015)
The refuge in Carmarthen has 5 rooms available for women and children seeking refuge, some ladies who come into refuge having nothing except the clothes they are wearing. They often rely on donations from places like the food bank and the public, who often donate clothes and toys to the women and children at the refuge. The refuge is modern nicely decorated and has all the amenities the women and children need, it has a teenage room fully equipped with Xboxes playstations  and Netflix on the television, this is fundamental for teenagers so they have the time to get away and have some time alone away from the hustle bustle and busyness of the refuge.
The refuge has cctv installed and panic buttons all over, under no circumstances should anyone give the address or telephone number of the refuge as this could put the ladies at risk of harm. Calls from or too the refuge can not be traced through the 1471 telephone service.
Carmarthenshire county council has shown their support to domestic violence in Carmarthen by introducing the white ribbon campaign, this campaign is aimed to stop male violence against women and children. White ribbon day takes place every year on the 25th of November. A candle lit walk is also put on in Carmarthen which this year is taking place on November the 23rd. The walk is for everyone who experiences domestic abuse to unite together  to stop violence towards women.
Domestic can be anything from sexual violence stalking, emotional mental and physical abuse, some cases even leading to murder. In 2012 my cousin was a victim of domestic violence and was sadly found murdered on Christmas day in 2012, the perpetrator is now serving a life sentence.
Dyfed Powys Police state that between the years 2013 to 2016 on average 18000 people between the ages of 16 and 59 had suffered domestic violence, this does not include others over the age of 60 experiencing it.
Dyfed Powys Police state that 6.8 percent of Carmarthenshire has been through domestic abuse in the last year, 10 percent of that figure being women. In 2017 Dyfed Powys Police had 4635 cases of domestic abuse, 69 were recorded as sexual assaults and rape. They also state that between march 2013 and April 2017 there were 9 domestic homicides in Carmarthenshire. 
In 2017 1373 cases which is higher than the national average were referred to a marac meeting which is a multi-agency meeting for women deemed to be at high risk of harm. The domestic violence helpline received  1760 calls from the Dyfed Powys area in 2017 which was a large increase from the previous year.
In 2017, 2500 people sought support from domestic abuse services, 172 adults and 90 children received counselling for domestic violence experiences, and 276 women went into refuges or safe houses.
Alot of the ladies and children who enter the refuge to flee domestic abuse are also living in poverty
To conclude this community profile, I feel that without the support from all these services in Carmarthenshire domestic abuse would increase as there would be no support or centres for women. Carmarthenshire is benefiting from all these services and it is fundamental these charities  are kept open for women and children.
Domestic violence needs to be stopped.
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