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This report will be discussing the importance of critical thinking, academic misconduct and the power of reflection: discussing them in depth and reviewing their importance.

Referencing  

The use of referencing is important in academic writing as the writer is acknowledging the author. Referencing ensures that any research, tools and quotes that the writer uses for their work is not plagiarized and allows future readers to access the same sources. Using intext citations and referencing at the end of your essay informs the reader of where the writer found the credible sources of information. This shows the reader that what has been written has been fully researched and the subject analyzed effectively. Using credible sources to build your essay and paraphrasing any quotes that have been useful in the writers supporting argument avoids plagiarism ( Santini. 2018). It is vital when referencing that the evidence used to support the writers work is relevant to the subject matter with using in text citations this will link the reader back to the primary source of information that the writer used. Reference lists are provided at the end of the essay and informs the reader exactly where the information is from and when the source was written, references include the book title, page number, hyperlinks and when that source was accessed the website (University of Birmingham 2023).


Critical thinking  
According to the university of Edinburgh critical thinking is reviewing all information presented at once and using logical thinking to come up with a solution or conclusion. Using knowledge to argue points and to give reasoning for actions. There are many different ways of obtaining and presenting evidence these are: analyse, assess and produce evidence. The individual making the critical decision will need to provide supporting evidence of their choices and how they came to that conclusion. Throughout our lives people of all ages use critical thinking for any situation or circumstances, by doing this the person is putting aside biases and making a good decision based on the information presented to them and can provide the reasoning behind that decision. Public services use critical thinking everyday to make decisions that will affect individuals’ lives. (Capella university 2011) because critical thinking is very important in everyday life academic boards have now started teaching the importance of critical thinking. University students are required to use the skill of critical thinking when writing essays as they need to find credible sources to back up any points they have made. Critical thinking affects the students essays and what they choose to add to their reference list because the reader will need to know where the student found the source and for the reader to do this there needs to be reference list with dates and page numbers so the students need to critical thinking to evaluate and decide if what they have 
ed is not only relevant but also supports the student’s argument  ( lai.E.2011).  

 
Academic misconduct   
  
Academic misconduct is an umbrella term that is used to define a multitude of incorrect practices such as plagiarism of others or the own writers work, cheating on assignments or exams and passing the work as your own without giving any acknowledgement to the original author. Not following these procedures that are put in place for students will end up with academic misconduct proceedings the individual will then proceed to an investigation under the student discipline procedure, this can end up with the student not being able to attend university if it is proven to be academic misconduct (University of Cambridge 2023). When the student is writing an essay and quotes or paraphrases writers work, the student needs to avoid academic misconduct by using correct citations and referencing. When students cite and quote effectively and correctly this shows that they have an understanding of what they are writing about it also aids the reader in understanding how the individual came to their conclusion as they are then able to do the same research and read what influenced the writer. By doing this research using quotes and then providing context this allows the reader to understand their thought process. (The University of Edinburgh 2023). Academic misconduct is increasing withing students because of a scheme of people reaching out to students via email or WhatsApp saying they will write peoples essays for a certain amount of money but if they do not pay the scammers are reaching out to their lectures and telling them everything which has led to many cases of academic misconduct for cheating, there are studies that first year students are most likely to targeted by these people, it is shown that a lot of students have a misunderstanding of academic misconduct or plagiarism ( perry B 2010).


 The power of reflection 


Reflection is a key point to everyone’s life to improves themselves and what they could do better for the next time this gives people a chance to criticize themselves.  Gibbs reflective cycle is a good example on self-refection and how to analysis what happened and how to improves the steps of Gibbs are description, feelings, evaluation, analasiys, conclusion and an action plan Gibbs reflective cycle goes through each step In detail helping the person to understand what they done well and what they to need improve on and how to come up with an action plan for the next time this can be applied for students when they get  assignment marks back or doing a group presentation the student can ask for feedback from the tutor or their peers and by doing this they are able to do self-evaluation and make decions on how they’re going to be better ( the university of Edinburgh 2020). To be able to self-reflect you have got to have the skills to adapt, communication, empathy, emotional intelligence, compassion this is being able to come away from the bad or good experiences of that particular day and self-reflect this has been proved to help improve people’s careers and become leaders (Bailey and Rehman 2022) there are many models of self-reflection such as Gibbs, Kolb’s and Borton. Kolb’s is directed towards students and to behaviour learning theory’s, Kolb’s reflective cycle is concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract Conceptualization, active experimentation, this reflective is very similar to Gibbs but this is more focused on students and allows them to understand the process better and reflect in more detail (university of Puget ND).



Conclusion 

In conclusion this report shows that there are 4 main areas of to avoid and to learn while studying in university, referencing is very important for the student to reference their work to show the reader where the information has come from, and the student is not taking the work as their own because that will lead to plagiarism. With using other people work and different sources the student must cite them into their work and put them into a referencing list at the end of the essay to avoid academic misconduct. Critical thinking is using information and using logical thinking to come up with solution or conclusion this important for everyone and for students to critically think about what to write for the assignments. Academic misconduct is very popular for university student to have heard off because of plagiarism and misconduct by committing plagiarism because copying work, cheating on assignments or various of other things this can lead to being kicked out of university this shows students a guild line to not commit plagiarism and academic misconduct. The power of reflection is key point to all people but this report is directed to students and how these methods help students grow academically and for real life experience by looking back on what happened and what they need to do better for the next time they complete that task this doesn’t just apply for students but it’s a good tool to use while studying and doing group tacks or presentations all of these areas are ways to help students to develop in university and help point out what can cause students to get themselves into academic misconduct, learn how to reference and how it Is important to critically think and build that skill for future problems.
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