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Evaluate how community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing
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INTRODUCTION
Terrorism is defined as the threat or the use of violence in the pursuit of political or ideological goals. This acts of violence are mostly done by individuals and groups who are not government. Terrorism can take any form such as bombing, hijacking, and armed assaults. The target of their actions can be civilians, state officials or public infrastructure. Terrorism has caused a lot of destruction and deaths in the global community and advances to mitigate the actions is being implemented by several countries. Community policing is the type pf policing where the focus of law enforcement is on building positive relationships and partnering with the community (Verma et al., 2013). In this type of policing, the police officers work in line with the public or society to solve complex problems which are not easily identifiable such as terrorism. This essay will evaluate how community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing.

The introduction of proactive patrol and crime prevention program can bring the community and the police together and empower the community to inform the police of any act of terrorism. To control the rise of acts of terrorism in the society, the law enforcement agencies must increase police patrol in the communities especially areas with high crime rates. According to Kelling and Moore (1988, pp. 4-5), the police and the public before the However, the government initiated some reforms which aimed at professionalization resulting in the separation of police from the community. During 1900’s the management implemented several policies to eliminate corruption and ensure compliance with the police standard procedures of operation to encourage professionalism (Hoover, 1992). The law enforcement agencies went ahead to introduce technological developments whereby automobiles replaced foot policing. The police were meant to answer calls severely which limited the police interaction with the community. Again, the police management introduced computer which shifted the focus of the police to looking into statistics and trends to influence its movement and dispatch (Hoover, 1992). The police before the reforms were interacting with community members adequate. However, the police were forced to do random patrol by changing routes constantly to thwart criminals. Nevertheless, this initiative made the community to lose the ability to predict when they will be able to interact with the police (Braiden, 1992). During the time, they thought it’s unnecessary to involve the community in crime prevention. 
However, crime prevention programs in neighborhood has been deemed effective in combating terrorist behaviours and activities as part of community policing. For instance, The Community Patrol Officer Program (CPOP), which was launched in June 1984 to assist local communities in addressing issues that impact their neighborhood experiences, serves as an example of how a police department has adopted community policing in New York City (Farrell, 1986, p. 1). After this first pilot project, the pilot program was extended into additional districts. A comprehensive guideline with a seven-step approach to efficiently identify and resolve issues in the patrol officers' beats was given in a problem-solving guide for the program. The department noticed that more police work involved providing information and referrals, resolving conflicts, and upholding a semblance of order in the streets after realizing that most 911 calls it received concerned situations and issues that did not call for an immediate response (Ward et al., 1988, p. 1). Many residents in places with little resources or difficult access to services that could help them live better turned to the police department for assistance. The first growth of CPOP was successful, and the initial intended goals were reached, according to a 1986 Vera Institute of Justice study (Farrell, 1986, p. 95). However, the program had flaws as well, which is why a new Police Commissioner and new policing methods were implemented in 1994 (Lamburini, 2018, pp. 9–10).
Community policing develop and maintain trusting relationships amongst the community members and the police. This approach helps in preventing crime and terrorism. Law enforcement personnel with ties to the communities they serve are more equipped to recognize and apprehend those who might adopt extremist beliefs, radicalize, and threaten to use violence against people or property (Muchow, 2022). Over the years, a lot has been made about community policing and how effective it has been at preventing crime because of the trustworthy connections that are built and maintained at the local level (Kahmann et al., 2022).  These connections have also shown to be quite effective in locating people and organizations that could threaten our communities with targeted violence (Muchow, 2022). Through the collection of real-time data, law enforcement authorities are able to discover problems, difficulties, and concerns that arise at the local level (Braga et al., 2019, p. 10). Equipped with this data, law enforcement officials collaborate with people of the community to formulate and execute tactics and guidelines aimed at averting criminal activity, acts of terrorism, and targeted aggression.
For instance, CMVRS implemented the Youth and Police Initiative plus (YPIP) program in collaboration with United Somali Youth, the North American Family Institute, and the Boston Police Department (Fischer, 2022). YPIP's objectives were to strengthen community resilience against radicalization among Somali adolescents in the Boston region and to establish trust between youth and police officers. The program, which brought children and law enforcement together to learn more about one another, involved around 80 youth and 45 police officers between April 2018 and June 2019 (Fischer, 2022). Groups talked about preconceptions, the reasons behind police officers' actions in particular circumstances, how officers should respond more effectively, and efficient communication techniques during the sessions. The young people talked about the problems that young people in Boston confront, the Somali community, and Islam. By the time the program ended, both groups had praised its design, the conversations it fostered, the trust it fostered, and the mutual knowledge of cultures between the participants and their families (Fischer, 2022).

To conclude, community policing has been seen to maintain trusted relationship between the police and the community. Maintaining trusted relationship with community members has been found to be an effective way to reduce and prevent terrorism.
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