KEY: HPIF3001: STUDY SKILLS MODULE – DIAGNOSTIC TEST
PART (1): The Academic Word List (AWL)
1.1 Complete the following parts of speech table by adding the missing words.

	NOUNS
	VERBS
	ADJECTIVES

	
	
	

	1 Analysis
	Analyse
	Analysing

	Benefit
	Benefit
	2 Beneficial

	Creativity
	3 Create
	Creative

	Finance
	Finance
	4 Financial



1.2 Complete the following table to create 10 AWL synonyms of the existing words shown. The keywords are simpler versions of the AWL synonyms.

	KEYWORD
	AWL SYNONYM
	KEYWORD
	AWL SYNONYM

	
	
	
	

	1   Information
	Data
	6   Shorten
	Contract

	2   Idea
	Concept
	7   Money
	Finance

	3   Happen
	Occur
	8   Problem
	Challenge

	4   Study
	Research
	9   Occupation
	Job

	5   Proof    
	Evidence
	10  Large
	Major



PART (2): PARAPHRASING
Try to write the following sentences in your own words. 
2.1	We need to carry out a complete analysis of the market for this product.
A complete analytical study of the market for this product needs to be done.
2.2	The economy of many countries in South East Asia is boosted by tourism.
Tourism boosts the economies of many S.E Asian countries




PART (3): CRITICAL THINKING
3.1 Write a short paragraph on why critical thinking is so important not just at university but in life in general. 
To think critically means to look at a piece of information and make a judgement based on certain criteria. We use it in our everyday lives all the time. Before buying anything we think carefully about the advantages and disadvantages of a range of products. At university, when reading information for assignments, we look at criteria such as fact versus opinion, and weak versus strong evidence.

3.2 Look at the following paragraphs and put them in order according to the evidence:
- Weak			- Stronger			- Strongest
(A) Statistics point out that men and women have approximately the same level of driving skills. In a recent survey, it was shown that there is very little difference between the sexes regarding general city or motorway driving. (STRONGER)

(B) According to Smethwick and Foyle (2009), there is no major difference between the level of skill of male and female motorists. Templeton and Sturridge (2011) indicate that female drivers are slightly better at parking and males slightly better at motorway driving. However, overall the levels are about the same. (STRONGEST) 

(C) I believe that men are better drivers than women because female drivers are too cautious and can cause accidents via hesitation. Also, they are not courteous to other drivers that wave them on. (WEAK)

PART (4): ACADEMIC REFERENCING
4.1 Why is academic referencing vitally important?
Academic referencing is important in order to credit authors whose ideas have been used in your assignment. Readers can use the details in your reference list (Or complete bibliography) in order to carry out further research.  If we do not reference other authors, we can be accused of plagiarism, i.e. copying the ideas of others and claiming them as our own.   

4.2 Explain the differences between the following references:-
(A) According to Sacks (2011)…
(B) Sacks, O. (2011). Musicophilia .London. Picador.

Example (A) shows a typical example of a citation or short reference that is used in the main body of an assignment. It contains the family name of the cited author and the date of publication of his/her work. Example (B) shows an expanded version of the citation as it would appear in a full reference list, or bibliography, at the end of the assignment. In addition to the information supplied in (A), it also shows the initial letter of the author’s first name, the title of the work, the name of the publishing company, and the location of the publishing company. 

PART (5): NOTE-TAKING SKILLS
5.1 Techniques for making notes, include (a) traditional linear note taking, (b) mind maps, and (c) The Cornell Method. Choose ONE of these methods and describe below. 

[bookmark: _GoBack](a) Traditional linear note taking… involves a series of headings, sub headings and sub-sub-headings. The brain does not organise information into a logical system. It creates networks of associated relationships. 
(b) Mind maps…can be modelled on these networks. Tony Buzan created the concept of Mind mapping in 1975. It is very useful as a study aid when preparing for exams. Simple mind maps are sometimes called spider diagrams. Complex mind maps use colours, mnemonics and sketches. 
(c) The Cornell Method - Divide a sheet of paper as shown opposite. Write your main topic at the top with the date. Make notes in the main note-taking area. Then write the key points in the Cue column. Finally, write a summary in the bottom space 

5.2 LASER is an acronym and stands for Light amplification by stimulated emission of radiation. Based on this example, write a definition of an acronym below:-
An acronym is a word whose letters are the first letters of existing words. It is used as a mnemonic (memory aid) when making notes. It is therefore useful for revision purposes. 

PART (6): REFLECTIVE PRACTICE
Try to match the following stages of reflective practice with the paragraphs below and write your answers (1 – 4) in the spaces provided to the left of the letters. 
(1) Describe the experience, (2) Reflection, (3) Theorising, (4) Experimentation
3- (A) How did the experience match with your preconceived ideas, i.e. was the outcome expected or unexpected?  How does it relate to any formal theories that you know?  What behaviours do you think might have changed the outcome?
2- (B) How did you behave?  What thoughts did you have?  How did it make you feel?  Were there other factors that influenced the situation?  What have you learned from the experience?
4- (C) Is there anything you could do or say now to change the outcome?  What action(s) can you take to change similar reactions in the future?  What behaviours might you try out?
1- (D) What happened?  When and where did the situation occur?  Any other thoughts you have about the situation?
(Adapted from - https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ps/reflective-practice.html)

PART (7): ASSIGNMENTS 
7.1 An assignment specification gives the student all the details that are needed to write an assignment. It is a document that can be up to 10 pages in length. Here are 3 things that a student would be provided with. Try to add another 2 items to this list:-
(1) Module name
(2) Module code
(3) Assignment title
(4) Handout date
(5) Submission deadline
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(6) Task description
(7) Guidance for students in the completion of tasks
(8) Marking criteria and student feedback
(9) Common assessment and marking criteria
(1) Student self-evaluation form

7.2 Read the following extracts from past UWTSD assignments and underline the most important words:
(1) Write an academic essay which critically analyses and assesses the impact of web 2.0, social media and creative consumers might have on the retail fashion industry worldwide.
(2) Write a report to identify the competitive strategy that Apple have utilised in order to develop their current competitive position, and critically evaluate this strategy. 
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