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INTRODUCTION
The Iliad is an oral epic most likely composed around 750 BC (Homer and Fitsgerald, 1974) by the poet and scholar, Homer. Consisting of twenty-four books in total, the poem would have been delivered orally to an audience over a period of time in different sittings, rather than all at once. The story of the epic focuses on the wrath of the demigod and skilled warrior Achilles during the mythological Trojan war, after his friend, Patroclus, is killed. 
The focus of this gobbet, however, will be the final passage from book 24 of the Iliad; the epic’s finale that involves Hector’s funeral and mourning before the ‘hinted at’ fall of Troy. 

PRIAM’S GRIEF
“So she spoke wailing, and the countless throng made moan. But the old man Priam spoke among the people, saying: “Bring wood now, men of Troy, to the city, and do not have any fear at heart of a cunning ambush of the Argives; for Achilles gave me this assurance when he sent me away from the black ships, that he would do us no hurt until the twelfth dawn comes.”
– (Homer, Murray and Wyatt, 1924-1925)
The selected passage started with describing a “she”, this “she” being the character of Helen (Homer and Fitzgerald, 1974), who had previously lamented her sorrow for Hector’s death and praise for his kindness towards her. 
Priam, the elderly king of Troy and father of Hector, commands the “men of Troy” to bring wood for Hector’s funeral pyre. The use of the word “But” is interesting in contrast to the previous sentence, as it suggests that while Helen (and the other women present, although they are not mentioned in the selected passage) wails and cries loudly, Priam stands silent and stoic in his grief, and continues to act as a leader to his people by giving commands. 
The dialogue where Priam says, “... do not have any fear at heart ... for Achilles gave me this assurance... that he would do us no hurt”, is in relation to his previous visit to Achilles himself, the man that killed Hector and then dragged his body around on the back of a chariot. This visit was a demonstration of Priam’s selflessness and love for his son, but also his trust in his son’s murderer to keep his word of not brining any further harm to his people “until the twelfth dawn comes.”. On the website CliffsNotes, which is said to be written by teachers and professors, although I could not find a name, draws attention to connection of father and son, and the “rehabilitation of Achilles” (CliffsNotes, unknown), which one could argue would not have been possible if Priam did not go to Achilles’s tent. 

12 DAY TRUCE
“So he spoke, and they yoked oxen and mules to wagons, and quickly then gathered together before the city. For nine days they brought in abundant wood, but when the tenth dawn arose, giving light to mortals, then they carried bold Hector out, shedding tears, and on the topmost pyre they laid the dead man and cast fire on it.”
– (Homer, Murray and Wyatt, 1924-1925)
This text extract from book 24 shows the beginning of the funerary rites for Hector, with the stringing along of oxen and mules, and the collection of wood for nine days. The emphasis on the number of days in the text comes from the 12-day truce (CliffsNotes, unknown) made by Priam and Achilles before the battling resumes in Troy. It is also a prime example of how high regard Hector is held in, with the people “shedding tears” as they bring his body out to lay on the pyre. 

THE FINALE
“But as soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, then gathered the people about the pyre of glorious Hector. And when they were assembled and met together, first they quenched with ruddy wine all the pyre, so far as the fire’s might had spread, and then his brothers and his comrades gathered up the white bones, mourning, and large tears flowed ever down their cheeks. The bones they took and placed in a golden urn, covering them over with soft purple robes, and quickly laid the urn in a hollow grave, and covered it over with great close-set stones. Then quickly they heaped the mound, and round about were watchers set on every side, lest the well-greaved Achaeans should set on them before the time. And when they had piled the mound, they went back again, and gathering together duly feasted a glorious feast in the halls of Priam, the king nurtured by Zeus.”
– (Homer, Murray and Wyatt, 1924-1925)
In the final passage of the twenty-fourth book of the Iliad, Hector’s body is set alite on his funeral pyre. There is further evidence of how important Hector was with the collection of his bones after the pyre’s burning, which are then “placed in a golden urn, covering them over with soft purple robes”. The colour purple is a colour that is associated with royalty or high rank (Sherwin-Williams, 2025), because of the rarity of purple dye. This information would have been known by the audience of the Iliad in Ancient Greece, which would therefore make Hector’s burial more significant. 
The final line of the Iliad in the Murray translation centres on Priam, by describing him as “the king nurtured by Zeus.”, whereas comparatively, in the Fitzgerald translation, the final line is “So they performed the funeral rites of Hector, tamer of horses.” (Homer and Fitzgerald, 1974), which focuses on Hector. The scene overall that ends the epic is a funeral, regardless of which character is the last one mentioned, which foreshadows the ‘death’ of Troy that is to come.
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