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This essay will be discussing Serious Organised Crime and more specifically drug trafficking within the United Kingdom. To do this, this essay will include the challenges of drug trafficking and how police deal with drug trafficking cases. It will also look at statistics to determine whether policing is effective in deterring drug trafficking and whether there is an increase or decrease in cases. It will also include a case study to support the argument as to why drug trafficking is dangerous to members of the public and the impacts it can have on the police. It will also include the capabilities of the police when dealing with drug trafficking including an understanding of the specialist teams involved in drug trafficking such as the Chemical Suspicious Activity Reports (CSARs) & the National Crime Agency Officers (NCA). To investigate these, this essay will discuss key concepts such as the Baber Review, and Sir Robert Peel & how they have improved the conduct of the police service.



The Barber Review quotes “Policing is at a critical juncture. If it does not embrace reform, it will likely be overwhelmed by the scale and complexity of the demands coming down the track. But if we take the necessary decisions now the prize will be great: to develop the conditions in which people can live freely and safely in the 21st century and to renew for our age the promise of the Peelian model, a form of policing that serves rather than oppresses the people and that can continue to be an example to the world of the art of reconciling order with liberty” (Barber, 2022). Barber Review quote emphasises that if the police do not change the way they police in society, there will be an overwhelming number of complexities with demands to deal with in the future which shows the importance of reform when it’s necessary and in favour of the public. Serious organised crime is classified as the criminal activity that is at the centre of wealth at the expense of other people which includes drug- dealing counterfeit goods, human trafficking, money laundering and cybercrime (Scottish Government, 2023). According to National Crime Agency, “National Strategic Assessment of Serious and Organised Crime” (2020), statistics suggest that 37% of all Organised Crime and Gang Sections are involved in drug activity. Although the statistic may be thought of as low, in 2019 there were 3,000 unique dealer line numbers were informed to the National Country lines by the police with an estimate of 800-1100 being active each month (National Crime Agency, “National Strategic Assessment of Serious and Organised Crime”, p.g 35, 2020). With the National Crime Agency giving these figures, it suggests that there is a high volume of phone numbers being used for dealing which can be an advantage for the police digitally as they enhanced the conduct through digital operations. 


One challenge of serious organised crime is the route that drugs are trafficked into the United Kingdom, these being container shipping, yachts/ small boats, aircraft, airline passengers and postal parcels (The Mix, 2012). Koch (1990) says “Since we can never make borders smuggler proof, the key to compressing drugs is to arrest the street level suppliers and the immediate suppliers”. He emphasises in his report that drug borders are not drug-proof, and it is inevitable to happen but the prevention and improvement of the quality of neighbourhoods stands with the reduction of street-used drugs by policing neighbourhoods to criminalise suppliers and support victims using drugs. Additionally, this makes trafficking harder for organisations tackling drug trafficking due to the sheer number of options for trafficking through the country that goes to members of society. Although drug trafficking can be hard to identify as criminals are creative in disguising illegal drugs whilst in transportation which conceals the substance. According to Cochrane (2023), a woman was sent to prison after she smuggled heroin in a sealed crisp packet in her hand luggage finding 983.9 grams of illegal substance in her possession. This shows that drugs can be disguised into smaller and harder places to find as they can be disguised as being concealed and being edibles. Essex Police Services were able to identify that cannabis a class B drug was being disguised in the form of sweets where Detective Sergeant Karen Osborne said “Let me be clear, the people who are selling these are drug dealers. Their product may not have the appearance of a drug, but their product most certainly is a drug and a very dangerous one” (Essex Police Service, 2022). 





According to Doyle (2021), kids are targeted into buying these hidden drugs as police uncover a UK social media account with over 100,000 members using it as a market to purchase. From this, it could emphasise that the police have benefitted in tackling drugs through the traditional way of concealment in bags which is why drug smuggling and disguised drugs are on the rise which makes it another task for the police nationwide to tackle. With evidence suggesting drugs have taken different appearances and disguises, it suggests the need to adapt the police service to dispose of, disrupt and prevent the flow of drugs into the borders of the UK by implementing further tactics for officers. In recent years, drug smuggling and the use of drugs have been on the decrease due to the COVID-19 lockdown although referring to Essex Police Service (2022) disguise of drugs can be difficult to evaluate whether drugs have decreased, or have been hidden in many types of forms, so police aren’t able to trace or target those supplying it or using it. The police deal with drug trafficking on evidence based on intent to supply and possession of drugs. Those in possession of cannabis (Class B) have 5-year imprisonment with 14 years with the intent to supply and potentially a fine up to £2,500 issued by the magistrate’s court (NiDirect, 2015). These sentences and fines imposed are suitable for being used as a deterrent as the reward doesn’t outweigh the risk factor. 


In 2019, the National Crime Agency, Dyfed Powys Police, Border Force & HMC Protector intercepted a yacht in Wales and recovered over 750kg of cocaine (Class A Drug) following the arrests of six people (National Crime Agency, 2019). From this event, it is evident that drug smuggling by vessels is considered a tactical way of avoiding law enforcement as it can be transported in large amounts through this method. It also shows that police interception needs to be reliant on other organisations such as the Border Force, HMC and NCA for a successful interception. With the acknowledgement of disguised drugs happens police deal with drug trafficking with intent to supply and in possession through 3 strengths of enforcement which are by arresting, education, and treatment (Newburn and Elliot, 1998). These 3 strengths of enforcement, it enforces people to not supply, take or distribute drugs as the risks are too high of being caught and education provides people with an indication of their future. Although it is argued that education is considered one of the processes that develop the addiction to substance use due to “aberrant learning and memory about abused drugs” (Torregrossa et al, 2011). From this, it could indicate that particularly in youths if substance use is educated for those wanting to try it, it allows trying them out using the education system's advice. This means it could be seen as an opportunity or advertisement for youths to try out as they aren’t fazed by the impacts. 


Serious Organised Crime has a massive impact on the public and the police, this is because organised crime is best known for the disruption of the development process and pervert benefits of development (Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, 2021). This means organised crimes such as drug traffickers try to disrupt the global development system to make it not equitable and sustainable for benefits such as money. It can make an impact on the public as traffickers supply drugs through the systems within the UK. According to Breen and Butt (2022), there were 4,859 registered deaths relating to drug poisonings with 3,060 identified as drug misuse. These statistics indicate that the most related deaths to drug poisoning 63% show there’s a problem within society of drug use and serious organised crime being smuggling drugs into the country. An article by The Mirror emphasised the dangers of drug sweets as statistics show 345 children were admitted to hospital after having cannabis poisoning in 2019/20 compared to 130 hospitalised in 2012/13 (McKelvie, 2021). Furthermore, the statistics show that cannabis edible use has doubled since 2012/13 and as a result, it has made the lives of those taking it worse after having heart palpitations, anxiety attacks, hallucinations, and paranoia. 
Are there any Organisations involved in Serious Organised Crime such as the Chemical Suspicious Activity Reports Team? 









Referring to (National Crime Agency, 2019), Deputy Director Steve Whitton from the Border Force’s Maritime Command commented: “Our collaboration with the NCA, combined with excellent work from the crew of HMC Protectors and Officers from our specialist deep rummage team ensured that the sailing Yacht ATREVIDO’s cargo did not reach it’s intended destination”. Furthermore, Steve Whitton mentions that whilst they work together effectively with the other organisations, they can tackle organised crime and bring drug smugglers to justice to be prosecuted before the courts quicker when having a cohesive team. From this, it emphasises that the police capabilities when partnership working with NCA, Border Force & HMC Protector is wider in effectively dealing with the problem as they are better together as a cohesive team due to having more organisations working together to deter, prevent and minimise drug trafficking. Another partnership scheme the National Crime Agency conducts is the Chemical Suspicious Activity Reports which are made to inform UK Law Enforcement of the potential purchase of chemicals to manufacture illegal drugs (National Crime Agency, “Chemical Suspicious Activity Reports”, 2023). This scheme works in partnership with Chemical Liaison Officers (CLO) which help prevent diversions of chemicals and substances that are used to construct illegal drugs. This scheme allows prompt and effective investigation in establishing who constructs the drugs and what illegal drugs are used. This gives the police the benefit of observing those purchase quantities of unusual substances which can be established through stores. The Department of Health introduced a 10-year drug plan where the UK Government will combat illegal drugs where statistics show that drug misuse costs £20 billion a year in England (Department of Health & Social Care, 2022). 









To conclude this essay, referring to the police and public impact, the research suggests that education in the prevention of substance use is inevitable even through education which increases the likelihood of drug trafficking based on geographical areas that have high drug use. Policing with organisations allows an effective cohesive team in deterring drug trafficking although, drug smuggling adapts the way drugs are shaped and transported to minimise being caught and punished. As the evidence suggests drugs have taken a lighter approach in the form of children’s sweets, which implies that drug traffickers target younger people who might not be educated enough to understand the impact of these dangerous drugs, substance use must be educated amongst those of all ages to deter people from using which deters people from supplying and trafficking. Drug trafficking is a proactive tactic police and other organisations use as a deterrent to drug use and intent to supply. Although educating society about substance use and intent to supply implies that not everyone will take the advice and drug trafficking will continue when members of society will depend on substance use. In the case of the National Crime Agency (2019), the event indicates that transportation for drug smuggling is broad as an interception on vessels is being used to avoid border control which shows how desperate trafficking is in the United Kingdom. Referring to Barber (2022), if the police don’t embrace reform to the tactics and development of tackling drug trafficking by using the 3 strengths of enforcement there will be complexities of demands resulting in poor conduct and public view of the police service, organisations involved, development of education of substance use and most importantly safety and welfare of people in society.
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