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INTRODUCTION: 

During the financial year ending in March 2020, 773,000 women aged 16-74 became victim of a sexual offence or an attempted sexual offence (Sexual offences in England and Wales overview - Office for National Statistics, 2021). However, according to ‘rapecrisis.org.uk’, five in every six women who are victim to a sexual offence/rape did not report the incident to Police (Statistics about sexual violence and abuse, 2022). This distinction demonstrates a fault somewhere which needs to be addressed, whether that fault be in the reporting/investigative process, or in a lack of support available for victims of sexual offences. This research will explore the reasons behind the under-reporting of sexual offences to Police, and look to make recommendations on how to resolve this. 

It was also reported, that there were four times as many female victims of sexual offences and rapes than male victims, with 618,000 female victims, and 155,000 male victims believed to have been victims in the year ending in March 2020 (Sexual offences in England and Wales overview - Office for National Statistics, 2021). There is also enough research relating to female victims to complete a thorough analysis of the issues at hand. For this reason, the research will be based solely on women. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. To complete an extent literature review into the under-reporting of sexual offences by women in England and Wales  
2. To analyse the recorded statistics of sexual offences in England and Wales compared to the number of sexual offences reported to Police  
3. To gain an understanding of what prevents women from reporting sexual offences to Police through the completion of primary research 
4. To make recommendations on how women can be encouraged to report sexual offences to Police 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are multiple articles providing reasons for not reporting sexual offences to Police, such as the victim feeling they would not be believed, would not be able to access justice, felt it was their fault, or did not want others to find out etc. (Harvey, Hayton, Beard and Holly, 2014). In addition to this, feelings of shame and embarrassment, fear of retribution, and a lack of trust in the legal system may present as barriers when considering reporting sexual offences (Taylor and Gassner, 2010). 

Much of the research available focuses on ‘rape myths’, or the ‘real rape’ scenario, i.e. “a rape committed by a stranger, at night, against a virtuous victim” (Estrich,1987). Although this is what might be considered a ‘real rape’ scenario, the likelihood is that these are far and few between compared to most rapes and sexual offences. Victims may fear that they will not be believed, as their incident does not mirror this scenario. 

Other victims may blame themselves, which could be influenced by the ‘Just World Theory’ that good things happen to good people, and bad things happen to bad people. This may be emphasised by the notion of ‘victim precipitation’; that victims in some way have caused the incident to happen, whether through drug/alcohol misuse, wearing revealing/provocative clothing, or voluntarily going home with someone (Lonsway and Fitzgerald, 1994), (Parti and Robinson, 2021). 

Much of the research focuses on why victims do not report sexual offences, giving low levels of successful prosecutions as a common reason. The research tends to highlight the issues within the investigative process (Cybulska, 2007), one of the issues being the lack of communication causing a strained relationship between the Police and the CPS. This in turn prevents case progression and high quality cases from being submitted (George and Ferguson, 2021). However, the research fails to make recommendations on how to affect change. Through the completion of the interviews with experts within the law enforcement industry, the answers provided should assist in resolving the issue.  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The primary research will include surveys published on a public forum, where willing adults will participate. The anonymous participants will be asked what they believe may be preventing women from reporting sexual offences to Police, and their knowledge of the support available. These surveys will be best suited to the research as they will fulfil the third research objective.  
Further to this, qualitative interviews will be conducted with four or five experts within the Police. These participants will be asked questions around the investigative process and any issues with it. This will assist in identifying solutions as to supporting women to report sexual offences to Police, as stated in the fourth research objective. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target sample for the surveys will be willing adults over the age of 18. This method of primary research will engage as many participants as possible to obtain the most accurate public response, and will have a minimum of 10-20 responses. Both men and women will be asked to respond to this survey as the male perspective may assist in building a bigger picture. 
The interviews will target experts within law enforcement, which will include a Detective Constable from CID/PPU, a Sergeant from CID/PPU, an experienced response officer, and a student officer. These officers will have different levels of experience, and experience in different areas, therefore may have different outlooks on the issues discussed, thus further informing my research. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The topic of sexual offences is a sensitive topic, and may cause emotional distress to some research participants. The surveys will not question if someone has been victim to a sexual offence, nor their specific experience if reporting said incident. There will also be an option not to answer any of the questions if they are too upsetting to the participant, and this will be clearly stated at the beginning of the survey. Should a participant decide part way through that they no longer wish to complete the survey, this will also be an option. 

The topic will unlikely cause any of the interview participants emotional distress due to it being a Policing matter with which they deal daily. The experts will be asked not to discuss any ongoing investigations or provide any details around the persons/places involved – however may draw upon examples of work completed when discussing the investigative processes. 


	TIME SCALE: 

The literature review will be completed by the end of October 2022, which should assist in providing a basis for the questions asked in the survey and qualitative interviews. 

The survey should be completed and released during December 2022, and should be available on social forums to complete for a minimum of two weeks. During this time, the interviews will also be completed. 

The results will be analysed during January 2023, with the findings and conclusion completed by the end of February 2023. 

The final research project will be completed and submitted at the end of March 2023. 
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