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[bookmark: _Toc27778832]1.0 Title:
The impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Module on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
[bookmark: _Toc27778833]2.0 Introduction:
People need to grow through learning. The modern technology is working relentlessly to improve the learning experience of people. Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has become a widely used platform to create an interactive place where students can get aid 24/7 online (Stiles, 2009). This has created learning experience much easier for both the tutor and the students. Tutors use VLE platform to interact with student through engaging learning content (Tatkov, 2013). Module is a widely used VLE media all over the world that eases teacher and student interaction. This research is to analyse the learning experience students get from using VLE-Module considering the case of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. In the University of Wales, student uses Module to upload their tasks and assignments and also get materials and other information through this. So, Module is the bridge between the students and the mentors. This research has analysed the impact of VLE-Module on the students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
[bookmark: _Toc27778834]3.0 Objectives:
 The objectives of the research are given below: 
· To determine whether the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus uses Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Module or not.
· To determine the extent VLE aids student to connect with the tutors 
· [bookmark: _Hlk27762520]To analyse the impact of VLE- Module on the learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To recommend how VLE-Module can be used to improve the learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
[bookmark: _Toc27778835]4.0 Rationale of the Research
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a way that creates virtual learning environment for the students. It is engaging platform and aids students to avail required contents whenever they need according to Goldberg and Mckhann (2010). Research has found that 96% of the students use Module or any other VLE platform to submit their work or assignments (De Leng et al., 2016). The increase level of use of Module has questioned whether VLE is creating a great learning experience or not. There are several researches on the effectiveness of VLE implementation to enhance the student learning experience. However, there is no research conducted on the University of Wales. Module is widely used in this university to create connection between the tutor and the students. So, the research has aimed to analyse the learning experience of the students due to using Module. This will help to understand the perspective of the students and will thus help to determine ways to enhance student experience in Module. 
[bookmark: _Toc27778836]5.0 Methodology
The researcher followed epistemology philosophy to conduct the research. In epistemology philosophy, the researcher takes deductive approach to gain insights from the research. The researcher did not follow ontology philosophy as it takes inductive approach i.e. creating new theory for the research purpose (Kothari, 2014). The researcher tried to understand the user experience of Module and there was no intention to create new theory. Hence, epistemology philosophy and deductive approach has been followed.
The researcher followed mixed method to conduct the research as both qualitative and quantitative data has been collected for the research purpose. The researcher collected qualitative data from different websites and published journal articles regarding VLE. To collect the primary data, the researcher conducted a survey in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The researcher chose randomly 25 students for the survey purpose from the campus and thus followed simple random sampling. After collecting the survey form from the sample students, the data has been converted into numeric form and Microsoft Excel has been used to analyse and present the information in various graphs and charts. 
[bookmark: _Toc27778837]6.0 Primary Data Analysis
The primary analysis has been conducted through collecting data directly from the sample students taken from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 25 students were picked up randomly from the campus for the survey. The pie chart below is showing the demographic profile of the sample students. 

Figure 1: Age Range of Sample Respondents 
Among the respondents, 40% falls under 15-25 age range where 32% fall under 26-35 age range. 16% students are under 36-45 age range where only 12% sample units falls under 46+ years. 

Figure 2: Demographic profile of respondents 
The demographic profile is showing that 60% of the respondents were male where only 40% were female in the sample taken. 


Six close-ended questions were asked to the sample respondents to analyse the impact of VLE-Module on learning experience and the outcome is presented through various pie charts below. 

Figure 3: Respondents response regarding frequency of Module use
The above question was asked to determine Module user of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus and it has been found that 64% of the respondents sometime uses Module where 32% of the students do not use it. Only 4% of the respondents never uses Module. 

Figure 4: Respondents response regarding easiness to use Module 
The above question was asked to determine whether the respondents feel ease to navigate through the moodle and 76% of the respondents opined that they feel ease where 8% of the respondents opined that they are not sure. Only 16% of the respondents did not find it easy to navigate. 

Figure 5: Respondents response regarding accessibility of learning materials on Module 
The above question was asked to determine whether they find the learning materials easy to access via Module or not and 72% of the respondents stated that they find Module easy to access where 16% of the respondents did not find it easy; however, 12% of the respondents is not sure about it. 

Figure 6: Respondents response regarding whether they face challenge to use Module or not 
The question was asked to the respondents to determine whether they face any challenge to use Moodle or not and 76% of the respondents stated that they do not face any challenge where 16% of the students opined that they face challenges. 8% of the respondents are not sure about it. 

Figure 7: Respondents response regarding whether Module aids on demand learning or not
The question was asked to determine whether the VLE-Module helps to provide necessary learning on demand or not and 72% of the respondents opined that they get on demand learning materials where 16% of the students stated that they do not get learning materials on demand. However, 12% of the respondents are not sure about it. 


Figure 8: Respondents response regarding whether Module helps to engage with the tutors or not 
The question asked to determine whether VLE-Module helps to engage with the tutors or not and 40% of the students strongly agree with the statement where 32% of the sample students agree with it. 12% of the students were neutral in this regard. However, 8% of the students strongly disagreed with the phenomenon. 
[bookmark: _Toc27778838]7.0 Secondary Data Analysis:
VLE has become widely used platform to connect to the students. According to the research of De leng et al (2016), 96% of the students in different universities use Module to submit their task. Similar result was also found in the primary data collected as it showed that maximum students use VLE. The increased level of VLE usage is due to the demand of online portal to access learning materials as people has become tech shabby according to Canas-Quinn et al (2012). As system has become automated, the VLE platform provides the aid to the students to access required material 24/7 on demand. He further added that the interaction between students and teacher has become easier due to getting the opportunity to directly access whenever required. The survey also found that the students think that VLE helped to create the platform to easily access the tutors. 
According to Van and Pilot (2003), learning is created when things become interactive and the VLE has provided the opportunity to interact effectively and efficiently. Weller (2007) further added that VLE has not only created effective learning experience but also provided the opportunity to manage task and assignments as all things remain in one place. Rienties et al (2016) also opined that VLE system not only aid the students but also the tutor to manage the student-tutor relationship through interactive task management. They further added that it also protects the environment as it diminishes use of paper as tasks and assignments are uploaded virtually via VLE platform. 
[bookmark: _Toc27778839]8.0 Conclusion:
[bookmark: _Hlk27778734]The research has been conducted to analyse the impact of the VLE-Module on students’ learning experience considering the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. There was some objective set to achieve through the research and all those objectives were achieved. The first objective of the research was to determine whether students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus uses Module or not and it has been found that 96% of the students use VLE-Module; however, only 64% of the students use Module always. 
The second objective was to determine whether VLE-Module aids their learning through connecting to the tutors or not and it has been found that it does help them to engage with the tutors. Similar result was found by the research conducted by Cheng and Yen (2008) where they have stated that Module has created a better way to connect with the tutors on demand. 
The third objective was to analyse the impact of Module on learning experience and it has been found that Module has created an interactive and easy way to access learning materials and connect to the tutors. The last objective was to provide some recommendations that will help to improve learning experience of the students. Some recommendations have been given to the next part of the report. 
So, it can be concluded that the VLE-Module did created an interactive experience for the students that helps to ensure better learning opportunities. Although  not all students are not using VLE but in future the learning experience will become VLE dependent. 
[bookmark: _Toc27778840]9.0 Recommendations:
The research was to analyse the impact of the VLE-Module on students’ l
Earning  experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The last objective was to provide some recommendations that will help to improve the learning experience of VLE-Module and those are given below: 
· It has been found from the survey that few students do not use Module. This could be due to not knowing how to operate Module. Hence, training to help the students to efficiently operate Module will ensure superior learning experience. 
· To ensure student engagement in Module, it is essential to make it mandatory to use and this will ultimately help to get along with the system. 
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SURVEY FORM
The survey is to analyse the impact of the VLE-Module on students’ learning experience considering the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This survey is solely for academic research purpose and your response will be kept anonymous. 
Thank You!
Questionnaire: 
Kindly tick the correct option: 
1. Age 
· 15-25	
· 26-35	
· 36-45	
· 46+	
2. Gender: 
· Male 
· Female
3.How often you use Module?
· Always
· Sometimes 
· Never
4. Do you find easy to navigate? 
· Yes 
· No
· Not Sure 
5.Do you find easy to access your learning materials? 
· Yes 
· No 
· Maybe 
6. Do you face challenge using VLE? 
· Yes
· No 
· Not Sure 
7. Do you think VLE-Module helps to full your learning demand? 
· Yes 
· No 
· May be 
6. VLE-Module helps to engage with the tutors:
· Strongly Agree
· Agree
· Neutral 
· Disagree 
· Strongly disagree
Appendix: 2









Demographic Profile of respondents 
Gender	
Male 	Female 	15	10	


1. How often you use moodle?	
Always	Sometimes 	Never 	16	8	1	


2. Do you find easy to navigate? 	
Yes 	No 	Not Sure 	19	4	2	


3.Do you find easy to access your learning materials? 	
Yes 	No	Maybe 	18	4	3	


4. Do you face challenge using VLE? 	
Yes 	No 	Not Sure 	4	19	2	


5. Do you think VLE-Moodle helps to full your learning demand? 	
Yes 	No	Maybe 	18	4	3	


6. VLE-Moodle helps to engage with the tutors:	
Strongly Agree	Agree	Nuetral 	Disagree 	Strongly disagree	10	8	3	2	2	

Age Range of Respondents  
Age 	
15-25	26-35	36-45	46+	10	8	4	3	
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