Compare and contrast different conceptions of the environment.

Introduction.
It is my intention within this essay to explore the Yanomamo tribe and the Nuer tribe’s conception of the environment. I will examine the similarities in their conceptions and investigate the differences in their conceptions of the environment.
Using detailed ethnographies of the Nuer (Evans-Pritchard 1940) and the Yanomamo (Chagnon.N 1967) I will look at how each tribe use the resources available within their environment to construct shelter, what each tribe value in terms of possessions and physical attributes.
I will conclude that although both tribes are existing in similar environments, they both have completely different approaches to their environments
 [image: ][image: ]The image on the left is of a woman and child from the nuer tribe
The image on the right is of a woman and child from the Yanomamo tribe

The Nuer tribe.
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 Above left is an image of a Nuer woman and above right is a nuer man. both have used scarification to beautify their features.


The Nuer tribe are situated in South Sudan and they live a pastoralist way of life. This can be both sedentary and nomadic. The nomads move with the seasons.
Owning cattle is highly prized and the more cattle a man owns the more prestigious his position within the tribe. Woman don’t own cattle, but they have a right to use her husbands’ cattle and her prestige is judged by her husband’s possessions. The cattle are not only used for meat consumption, but the dung is also used for construction and fuel and the skins are used for beds and drums. The political structure of the Nuer cannot be understood without considering their environment. Their simple cultural, material existence is highly dependent on their environment.
Their staple diet is mostly milk, supplemented by millet and maize. The need to grow this supplement and the environmental conditions are what prevents them from being entirely nomadic. However, the harsh conditions of their environment mean they must live a partially nomadic lifestyle for the cattle to survive. The cattle are as dependent on the Nuer as the Nuer are on the cattle to survive. The Nuers devotion to their cattle enables the cows to live a comfortable sluggish life. The Nuer will battle with wild beasts to protect the cattle, build fires to keep the cows warm and make ornaments to decorate the cows. The cattle and the Nuer tribe sustain one another’s lives in this intimate symbiotic relationship. This cattle-husbandry can even influence political structure in certain environments.  
The Nuer environment is flat, and woodland is sporadic. During the wet seasons the flat ground is covered in tall grass and the surrounding rivers are flooded. However, during the dry seasons their environment is subject to severe droughts. These extreme conditions within their environment directly influences their social structure, the Nuer are controlled as herdsmen, fishermen and gardeners. The herd and the physical conditions dictate a certain way of life.
Nowhere in the Nuers environment allows for complete autonomy or small villages to survive exclusively. Their relationship with their environment forces them to avoid antagonism bringing political cohesion with neighbouring tribes.
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The Yanomamo tribe
[image: ] [image: ]On the left is an image of a Yanomamo settlement. Camps are set up to coincide with seasonal fruits.
Below is an image of a Yanomamo father proudly playing with his son.

The Yanomamo are situated on the borders of Venezuela and Brazil. Anthropologists have attempted to observe the Yanomamos conception of their environment but most of their conceptions remain in their minds and cannot be seen by the naked eye via their physical relationship with their environment. Their conceptions are said to fuse with the spirits.
By adapting to the natural dimensions of their environment they make their living from natural resources available within their environment. Although varieties of plant and animals are plentiful the heavy rainfall dictates when the Yanomamo have access to them. Their environmental limitations dictate how their culture evolves. 
Their concept of their environment is that there are four parallel layers, Chagnon stated that the Yanomamo would ask him if he had bumped into the third layer (Bedu) when he flew in an aeroplane. Some of the layers are considered weak around the edges like a roof with loose slates and they believe that these weak edges are the regions of greatest opportunity for magic.
The four parallel layers are as follows: 
1 Duku Ka Misi – The tender layer. Things are said to be broken in this layer as things move downwards in the Yanomamo cosmos.
2 Bedu Ka Misi – The spiritual layer. This is like a mirror image of the material world of the mortals but is the home of the Yanomamo ancestors. It is also regarded as the upper layer of the Bedu and in the sky.
3 Bedu – This is the visible sky and some Yanomamo believe the stars are fish stuck in the sky. It is considered close to earth.
4 Hei Ka Misi – The fourth layer is where man resides. The Yanomamo believe the entire human race is Yanomamo and foreigners are degenerate versions of the Yanomamo. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Left are images of men children and women of the Yanomamo.

Conclusion.
The Nuer relate only to the environment they can see. The material world contains everything. The Yanomamo may not have a sophisticated dictionary, but their conceptions are far more sophisticated and extend beyond the material world and into the spiritual world. 
. The Yanomamo way of life are dictated by culture or ‘truths’ passed down from generation to generation. Even when the upper layers become empty, they are retained within the fabric of their cultural history and used as ‘weak layers’ ripe for magic. The Nuers conception of the environment, however, directly relate to all they can see, there are no hidden layers.
Therefore, I conclude that the ways in which each tribe conceives the environment to be entirely contrasting despite living similar lives according to the seasons.
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