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	STUDENT ID No.: 2016231

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

This dissertation will be “An investigation into potential factors that cause people to commit sexual offences and can these characteristics be identified prior to the offence being committed.”


INTRODUCTION:

The purpose of this research is to investigate and discover any probable elements that may contribute to individuals committing sexual crimes. This project will also look at whether these characteristics could be discovered before an offence is committed.

Following initial research conducted on the topic chosen, I found that this specific subject piqued my interest. I felt compelled to study further regarding this topic as well as share my knowledge with others. During my time as a police officer I have attended many sexually motivated crimes and this has caused me to consider the motives behind these crimes and whether early detection is possible. I strongly believe that identifying these characteristics in an individual at an early stage could assist in the prevention of sexual crimes.

Sexual assaults have been chronicled for almost as long as history has been written. Sexual assault has always been a cruel aspect of the human tale, from the texts of ancient Greece to the Bible to the letters of early explorers (Gartner & McCarthy, 2014). There were just eight rape prosecutions in 1805. If the matter made it to court, obtaining a conviction was difficult owing to the proof necessary. To maximise the chances of the case being heard in court, urgent action was required to notify authorities that the offence had happened. One of the easiest ways to achieve this was with bloody or ripped clothes, which meant that due to the demonstrated violence were more likely to reach the trial (King, 2017). In 1863, an alleged rapist was exonerated of raping a lady in some hop fields, not because the jury did not think he had performed the deed, but because the woman had acted stupidly by accompanying the convict through the fields. A young male suspected of raping a lady was acquitted in 1879 because she consented to let him escort her home (Ibid.).

Rape, according to feminist ideology, is "a pseudosexual act" committed by men to intimidate and subjugate women. According to the social learning hypothesis, rape occurs from male adoption of attitudes and vicarious learning experiences conducive to guys behaving aggressively toward women (Ellis, 1989). Rape, according to evolutionary theory, is an extreme reaction to natural selection pressure that has promoted male aggressiveness in seeking to copulate with multiple sex partners and has favoured females who oppose male attempts to restrict their sexual activity (Ibid.). According to a research conducted, rape, like sexual behaviour in general, is driven by two mostly unlearned and closely related drives: the sex drive and the desire to own and dominate (especially regarding sex partners). Although this theory holds that the impulse to rape is generally unlearned, the skills and strategies involved in committing rape are learnt, mostly through operant conditioning rather than attitudes and imitation (Ibid.).



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

To keep the emphasis on the purpose of this dissertation, the question will be divided into three objectives to explore and investigate. These three goals are as follows:

1. To identify the common characteristics displayed by perpetrators of sexual crimes.

2. To evaluate how these characteristics can be identified and recorded.


3. To research how prevention of further sexual crimes could be imposed following the identification of the relevant characteristics.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The chapter on the literature study will examine and offer data concerning outside, environmental elements that might lead someone to conduct sexual crimes. Additionally, it will look for patterns in the actions taken by those who commit these crimes. Finally, it will assess the effectiveness of the present approaches to early detection in relation to these traits.

In 2005, a publication was released whereby the authors analyse the situational and societal elements that affect the possibility of rape by using data from research in developmental criminology, evolutionary psychology, psychopathology, and psychophysiology. The authors tackle this issue with a fact-based investigation of this phenomena that starts with a history of rape in all cultures, moves through a review of recent rape studies, and ends with a synthesis of study results that suggests a new theory for why some men rape (Lalumiere, et al., 2005).



Journal articles available such as that written by Aslan et al (2014) examines the connection between consuming pornographic content online and engaging in child sex crimes. The goal of this study was to provide readers a better understanding of how crimes are committed by offenders with two similar convictions. Eight older adult males who have downloaded pornographic material and a history of contact sex offences against children participated in semi-structured interviews. The themes that surfaced point to some overlaps (offence process behaviours) as well as some variations (developmental variables) among the eight offenders. Childhood attachment issues and experiences of abuse were the two main themes that emerged from data pertaining to developmental characteristics. Both of these elements appeared to have an impact on the offense-processing process. Three more themes were produced by escalating factors: adult relationships, personality issues, and substance use (Aslan, et al., 2014).

A further study documented in the Journal of Criminal justice looks at notable differences in criminal success among sex offenders. The study suggests a definition of achievement in sexual offending as the capacity to maximise the benefits of a criminal opportunity while minimising the costs in order to evaluate the "successful" sex offender. According to the findings, the successful sex offender is not "detected" once he enters the criminal justice system, nor is he treated in a way that may deter him from reoffending sexually in the future (Lussier, et al., 2011).

Breifly reviewing these documentations it shows that there is a wealth of information available in relation to factors which influence individuals to commit sexual crimes. This information is needed to then further answer the question of how can these factors be identified early to prevent sexual crimes. The publications which I have read also suggest that current risk assessments are not effective, further reading will be required to evaluate methods which could be effective.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Primary data would be the best kind of information to obtain to compare against the secondary data while thinking about how to gather information for this dissertation. A survey or online questionnaire could be planned, taking into consideration the choices available to collect the primary data needed. The advantage of this technique of data collecting is that participants can finish it on their own schedule if they so choose. Surveys produce data that precisely reflect the characteristics of the larger population. Since a large number of people typically participate in surveys, the data gathered is more accurate in reflecting the characteristics of the overall population under study. Nevertheless, there are a number of drawbacks to using this method of data gathering, such as participants' lack of time for the survey. The wording of the questions may not always be appropriate for all the participants, which may have unforeseen effects on the clients' responses. Before the survey is run, these questions must be standardized.

Following the primary data collection, secondary data will also be collated. The examination and analysis of already published information on the subject is collected and reviewed. These studies can be reviewed and analysed to better understand the subject and compare it to earlier findings and conclusions. Existing literature and research materials can be easily accessible and in a format that is easy to understand.




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target audience for the primary data to be collected will include a mixture of police officers and members of the public. I will also make efforts to link in with individuals working closely with perpetrators of sexual crimes to gather information from their experiences.

The secondary data used will come from sources including studies conducted by various researchers, government sites and other available sources, which are relevant to answering the question in hand.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The ethical issues surrounding this topic is that it is of a very delicate subject, It touches upon incidents of crime which can be very distressing. Other ethical dilemmas to be considered include:

1. The importance of participants to be informed of their option to leave the study at any point.
2. Before they decide whether or not to participate, participants are aware of the study's goals, advantages and risks.
3. To ensure that the identities of those participating are not known and if they are known, they are not disclosed at any point.





	TIME SCALE:

I will be submitting each section of my dissertation at the allocated times to ensure that each section is completed and marked prior to continuing with any further alterations required.

I intend to complete my dissertation prior to the submission date, which is on the 3rd July 2023. This is to allow myself time for any alterations and proofreading to be carried out.
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