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Assessment Component 2: Research Literacy- Learning How to Read a Research Paper

[bookmark: _Toc233886916][bookmark: _Toc233887330][bookmark: _Toc586372795]Section 1- Introduction
 
Covid 19 also known as coronavirus disease was a respiratory illness which was first identified in December 2019. The illness caused symptoms ranging from mild cold to severe breathing problems, and in some cases death. The disease was highly contagious and spread over the world very quickly, this resulted in an intense worldwide pandemic lasting from 2020 to 2022. During the pandemic, countries around the world introduced measures to slow down the spreading of the disease. As a result, many governments introduced full lockdowns where individuals were required to stay at home except for essential activities, therefore schools, universities, businesses, restaurants and other venues were closed during the pandemic. At the start of the lockdown most individuals did not work, and kids did not take part in studies. However, after a few months the schools introduced online learning via the use of virtual platforms such as Teams and Skype. Eventually, as the number of COVID 19 cases dropped, governments lifted the lockdown restrictions and the schools finally opened. However, for some kids this was a big change and for some it was the first time attending the school in person after almost two years of virtual studies (The Covid Decade: Understanding the long-term societal impacts of covid-19, 2021). 
The research article ‘She didn't know how to go back’ authored by Bronte McDonald, Kathryn Lester and Daniel Michelson in October 2022 talks about the struggle and change that the children had to face in the schools as a result of COVID 19. The research was based on primary data from parents and experts with the aim to develop understanding of school attendance problems (SAPs) for primary school children subsequent to Covid 19. 
This study is very important in the UK health and social care as it focuses on an unexpected once in a lifetime event which has impacted a wide number of individuals. This event had a bigger impact on younger generations, and some children might carry the impact of this for the rest of their educational life (Alejo et al., 2023; Dee, 2024). Therefore, this study is crucial to understand the issue and the gap that these pupils faced due to pandemic.  Understanding the issue will help provide the required support to these children in order for them to succeed in life. 
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In this article the researcher aims to find out which group of children are more likely to be part of SAP. The researcher is aware of previous research which have examined the board range of individual factors such as mental health, educational needs, physical health and household financial factors which are known to impact SAPs. However, the researcher specifically aims to understand from multiple perspectives what has caused an increase in SAPs post COVID for primary school children. The author also tries to understand what support has been provided to address this issue and what support is required to support impacted families. Author believes the poor school attendance has wider impact and lead to school dropouts, future unemployment and mental diseases, therefore it is crucial to find opportunities and potential strategies to overcome the ongoing SAP issue (Ansari and Pianta, 2019; Rogers et al., 2024). 
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There are different research methods that could be used when focussing on a matter with the aim to provide solution. Quantitative data focuses on the use of numerical data and statistical analysis. This method is the most appropriate when it comes to identifying patterns and relationships. Qualitative method on the other hand is based on opinions, behaviour and experiences. This method relates to the use of non-numerical data typically collected by the use of interviews, focus groups and observations. Qualitative data is more appropriate when it comes to gaining an in depth understanding on people’s perspective and develop understanding of human behaviour. Finally, mixed method combines qualitative and quantitative approaches in a single study to get to the conclusion (What is qualitative vs. Quantitative study? | national university 2023). 
In the preparation of this article, the author primarily relied on qualitative data, this was distributed into 2 phases. Phase 1 included a survey with the parents of primary school children and professionals in the field. This phase focused on gathering facts and understand about the experiences they had with the children. The questions asked to the parents focused on understanding the difficulties and nature of SAPs that they experienced and also to understand if the schools provided any support or if they required any additional support to help their family. 
The question for the professionals that work in the academic field was focussed on understanding if there were any specific groups that were higher risk of SAPs before and after the pandemic; if they had identified any factors leading to SAPs and the services available for improvement of the issue.
Therefore, the first phase is entirely based on primary qualitative research with the use of surveys. Primary data refers to collection of new data carried out directly by the researcher for the purpose of a specific study. Secondary data relates to gathering and analysis of existing data that was collected by someone else for a different purpose, this includes existing books, articles and reports. The main limitation with secondary data is on the reliability, when using secondary data there is a risk of presence of bias in sampling methods and interpretation. There is also a risk that secondary data is not sufficient, therefore primary research is always the most suitable approach despite being the more challenging and time-consuming method (Ajayi, 2023).  Primary method is appropriate to meet the purpose of this article as it focusses on recent SAPs post pandemic; it is unlikely that there would be any secondary/existing data covering this period.  Any previous data on the school attendance problems would not be completely relevant for the purpose of this article. 
The phase 2 of the study related to an interview with two groups of people, the first group were individuals who also took part in phase 1 and the second group were new individuals who offered to join the research. The questions for the interview were based on topics created after the preliminary analysis of the data from phase 1. Therefore, the second phase is also entirely based on primary qualitative research, therefore we can conclude that the article used a mixed method design with the use of two different qualitative methods. The study did not rely on any quantitative research as no statistics or numerical analysis were used. 
After both research phases, the data was analysed using the ‘thematic framework analysis’ (Huston, 2022), this method is used to identify patterns and similarities in the responses of the participants. The analysis was done in several crucial steps and conducted by a team led by a PHD researcher with experience in phycology and background in primary school education. This led to a realistic and critical perspective when interpreting the data. 
During the analysis phase a mix of deductive- inductive approach was used on both sources of data, this means that there was use of strict structure and steps. The use of inductive thematics allows the emergence of new patterns, and the deductive approach refers to the application of data on pre-existing framework and ideas (Saldaña & Miles, 2013). Therefore, the main steps used in the study included familiarization, identifying a framework, organising the data and finally brining the data together and interpreting it. These steps allowed the author to leverage the existing knowledge on SAPs and build upon the framework to suit the post pandemic SAP situation.
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The study concluded that the SAPs are long standing issues within schools however these had worsened after the pandemic mainly for children with SEN (Special education need children). This is because returning to schools after almost 2 years of pandemic was noted to increase anxiety in some children and these pupils required an increased period of adjustment. It was also noted during the study that the restrictions posed during COVID 19 limited the communication between teachers and parents and created a gap which reduced the opportunities for parents and the school to discuss problems that children were facing and support that could be provided.  
Overall, this study was based on primary qualitative data which was appropriate in this context as the SAPs problem post pandemic required new data and research. While working on this article, I learnt that mixed research method does not refer to the use of both qualitative and quantitative data, but it can also be referred to the use of two different qualitative methods as used in this article. I also learnt that the use of primary research does not mean that you ignore any existing knowledge or data, in fact the author in this article leveraged the existing findings and knowledge during their analysis. The existing data about SAPs issues within SENs was used to understand how existing factors have a correlation to post COVID SAPs. 
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