	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	I personally think that the best aspect of this work was the paragraph I wrote on “checking the source is relevant.” This is because there was a lot of information and research done around it to ensure it was correct.

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	I think that I could have improved my essay by writing more about different kinds of structures that are relevant to different essays.

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	Finding out why I need to reference was the most satisfying part for me as it made me realise how important it is to ensure that I include it in my own work. 
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How to write an essay
In this essay I’m going to be discussing what I think are the most important parts of an essay. I’m going to be researching how to structure an essay, why you need to reference an essay and what is expected in an essay at university level. I hope to find out information and tips that will help me in my own academic learning and essay writing. 
Introduction
An introduction is where you need to explain why the set question is important to study.  It’s where you state why you’re writing about the particular subject. In an introduction you could also state a hypothesis you will test, or a thesis that you wish to prove.  A powerful introduction can engage your readers. It can give them confidence that you have thought carefully about the title, and about how you are going to address it. The University of Leicester suggest that to make a powerful introduction you should; “Begin with a general point about the central issue, then show your understanding of the task that has been set, show how you plan to address the title in your essay structure and make a link to the first point.”
Answer the question
When writing essays, it’s easy to go off topic. This not only makes you lose marks as what you’re writing is irrelevant to the specific question, but it also wastes valuable time and uses up your word count. Every essay also has a two-sided argument. So, although you may 100% agree or disagree with the original statement, you must consider multiple points of view. You should research and find opinions that are different to yours to show that you are willing to accept other people’s opinions, and helps to ensure that your essay isn’t biased. After writing about the different opinions people have on your topic, you should include your own to show that you’ve been independent and decided on what you believe is right. 
 Main Body
In the main body you need to add evidence that supports your thesis and arguments for and against it. The body should be made up of multiple paragraphs. All paragraphs must involve information that relates back to the main subject. The transition from paragraph to paragraph should flow. You should include what you said you was going to in the introduction, and support your final conclusion. Odegaard Writing & Research Center suggest that you start each paragraph with a topic sentence. They suggest this because “It should be noted that relating your topic sentences to your thesis can help strengthen the coherence of your essay.” After this, you should explain the sentence in further detail while adding evidence to back up your research.    
Checking the source is relevant
It is important to ensure that sources are relevant. This is because using bad sources can affect your work as the information you’re using can be out dated or false. A good way to check if information is relevant is to use the CRAAP test. “The CRAAP Test is a list of questions to help you evaluate the information you find. Different criteria will be more or less important depending on your” (Meriam Library, 2010). The CRAAP test stands for: C- currency, R- relevance, A- authority, A- accuracy and P-purpose.  The currency of the information is when it was wrote. It is important to check this as the source could be too old and therefore the information or statistics might have changed or been updated. Before adding sources and information to your essay, you need to check that it is relevant. Ask yourself, does the information relate to your research? Can you get similar information rom a range of sources? When gathering information, you must check who the source is. Just because the information sounds right doesn’t mean that it is. For example, information that come from a newspaper might not always be 100% true. This is because their main aim is to sell the paper, so the information might be biased. When using the internet to research, you should try to use sites that end in .gov or .org as these are government run sites that have been checked to be true. When checking if a source is accurate, you should find out where does the information come from? For example, Wikipedia wouldn’t be an accurate source to use as anyone can edit it to say what they think is right. You should also check if you can verify any of the information by using other sources. You also need to think of the purpose of the source. For example, is the purpose to inform, argue or teach? If the purpose of the information is to argue then it’s probably going to be biased. 
Conclusion
A conclusion is what comes at the end of your essay. You want to leave your reader feeling that you have done a good job within your essay. It’s the last chance you have to convince your reader about your point of view and give them a feeling of satisfaction that they’ve completed your essay. Your conclusion should include a brief recap of what you previously have been talking about, evaluate any main topics, and highlight what you think were the main topics of discussion. This will help your reader to remember everything they have read about in the whole essay rather than what was at the end. When you’ve wrote your essay, you will want to finish it with a sense of closure so that the reader knows that it is over. Pat Bellanca, (1998) - Writing Centre at Harvard University suggests the best way to end a conclusion is to “conclude by linking the last paragraph to the first, perhaps by reiterating a word or phrase you used at the beginning” or “conclude by redefining one of the key terms of your argument.” 
Referencing
When writing an essay, you should be researching information to back up your opinions. Using secondary research is a good way of backing up your own ideas, knowledge and strengthening your academic argument. However, it is important that you give credit to the author who done the original research.  “Referencing allows you to acknowledge the contribution of other writers and researcher in your work.” (University of Sydney, 2013). Referencing is a way in which you give credit to the writer you got the information or evidence off. It’s important that when you reference, that it should be accurate. This allows the reader to trace the source of information you have used. You must reference when you are using words or ideas from: books and journal articles; newspapers and magazines; pamphlets or brochures; films, documentaries, television programs or advertisements; websites or electronic resources; letters, emails, online discussion forums; personal interviews; Reference when you reprint any diagrams, illustrations, charts or pictures. (University of Sydney, 2013). Referencing your work helps to avoid plagiarism as you’re stating that it’s not your own work and giving credit to those you have taken from. 

To conclude, I have found that every essay needs an introduction, main body and conclusion. The introduction should set the scene for the rest of the essay and state your thesis, while the main body will contain the information, sources and arguments for and against your thesis. The conclusion should be a brief overview of what you have found out and disused and whether or not your thesis was correct. It is important that you follow the structure of introduction, main body(s) and conclusion as this ensures that the essay flows and is easy for the reader to understand. I have also found that it is important to stay on track and to ensure that you answer the question correctly. To do this, you must use relevant information and be concise throughout. To ensure that your essay is good to use, you should use the CRAAP test to check if your information is current, relevant, authoritative, accurate, and purposeful. Every time you use information that is not your own you must reference it to show who the primary author is, and so that the person reading your essay and go and find the original information.
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