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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AND STATE CONTROL: BRITAIN AND EUROPE 1750-1990
AHHI 6013
Level Six Module

20 credits

2017-2018 (SEMESTER ONE)
TEACHING SESSIONS: Tuesday, 1pm-2pm Arts 05 



       Friday, 3pm-5pm Arts 07
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Module Handbook

Module Tutors: Alex Scott, Lester Mason, Quentin Drew, Conway Davies
AIMS:
· To encourage students to acquire a broadly based knowledge and understanding of themes and concepts that emerge from a study of civil disobedience and unrest in both Britain and Europe, and how the relevant State apparatus has responded to these challenges.
· To help students attain a broad knowledge of the historiographical developments, and the theoretical debates that have influenced approaches to, and understanding of, the nature of civil unrest and responses to it.
· To assist students in communicating, through an oral and visual presentation, concepts and ideas pertaining to specific examples of civil disobedience and/or  responses to civil disobedience or unrest

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate:

· a knowledge and understanding of the nature of civil unrest in Britain and Europe since 1750, and how state structures have responded to this.

· an ability to evaluate the significance and impact of civil unrest on the political and social fabric of various countries and during specific periods during the timescale covered.

· the ability to evaluate various historiographical interpretations relating to civil unrest and responses to it

· the ability to discuss confidently, through an oral and visual presentation, aspects of civil unrest and responses to it. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· The module is a broad study looking at examples of civil or social unrest, in Britain and Europe, and reactions to it. The course begins during the middle of the Eighteenth Century, and covers aspects of civil unrest right up to the Premiership of Margaret Thatcher. It will cover a variety of periods, states, and themes, including Enlightenment thoughts on law and order, the policing policy of the Napoleonic state, civil disobedience and unrest in rural Britain, urban violence and state reaction, policing the Suffragettes,  political extremism in the 1930s, the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, and Industrial unrest in the 1970s and 1980s.      

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the themes, concepts, and historiographical developments relating to the subject matter. Tutorials and seminars will introduce students to a variety of examples of civil unrest from different countries and time periods over two hundred years; discussions will be used to help formulate a critical analysis of the nature of civil unrest at various locations and periods. These discussions can then be taken further to assist students in the creation of an oral and visual presentation,that will form part of the assessment evaluation for the course.

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	20%

	Independent learning
	170
	80%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%


ASSESSMENT DETAILS:

Course Work: 100%

Assessment 1: Essay – 3000 words (worth 60%). Answer one question from the list below: 

The deadline for submission is:   Friday 15th December 2017
1. Cesare Beccaria’s On Crime and Punishment had a profound impact upon the law makers of the Enlightenment period. Discuss with specific reference to the so called ‘Enlightened Despots’. 

2. Michel Foucault posited that “prisons resemble factories, schools, barracks [and] hospitals, which all resemble prisons.” What does this quotation tell us about Foucault’s conception of ‘disciplinary society,’ and how persuasive do you find his ideas? 

3. What challenges faced the British State when confronted with the rise of a more militant women’s Suffrage movement in the early years of the twentieth century, and how effective was the response? 
4. Taking into consideration the political divisions evident in Germany during the 1920s, did reactions to civil disobedience and unrest within the Weimar state inevitably lead to autocratic and authoritarian rule?

5. Describing life in the German Democratic Republic (GDR), the narrator of Christa Wolf’s story ‘What Remains?’ remarks that “all the while I was observing myself from a particular height.” How do you interpret this quotation, and what insights does it shed on the experience of surveillance in GDR society?In the 1960s, Stanley Cohen developed the concept of ‘moral panic’ in his sociological study of the mods and rockers. What are the key features of Cohen’s theories, and what insights might they shed on other youth ‘subcultures’ of the late 20th century?  
6. The Scarman Report concluded that the 1981 riots were the consequence of “complex political, social and economic factors” that produced “a disposition towards violent protest” in Britain’s inner cities. Explain the rationale behind Scarman’s conclusion, and assess the role of a) racial discrimination and b) police strategies in fostering the riots.

7. Faced with an increasing para-military threat and mounting violence and bloodshed, in what ways did the British Government’s approach towards security issues in Northern Ireland change during the first decade of ‘The Troubles’,  and how effective were these changes? 
8. In 1984, Margaret Thatcher warned of the threat posed to British society by what she called “the enemy within.” Which individuals or social groups do you think Thatcher had in mind, and in what ways did state authorities seek to redress their supposed threat? 
Essay marking Criteria for Third Year (Level 6) students.

· Display a broad and detailed knowledge of the subject: 20%

· Engage fully and critically with the question, throughout the essay, avoiding description and narrative: 40%

· Show a clear and detailed understanding of the historiography and source materials, discerning strengths and weaknesses where appropriate: 10%

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%

· Follow established scholarly conventions on referencing and bibliography: 10%
Assessment 2: Power point presentation (worth 40%) –
Date of presentation:  during January 2017 (details to be announced)
Power point presentation, lasting 15 minutes, including a short question and answer session to follow the presentation: 
FROM THE LIST GIVEN FOR ASSIGNMENT ONE, AND CHOOSING A DIFFERENT QUESTION FROM YOUR ESSAY CHOICE, present a plan or outline for a 3000 word essay. A generic format for the power point presentation is given below. 
PLEASE NOTE YOU WILL BE PRESENTING YOUR MATERIAL TO STAFF AND TO YOUR PEERS - OTHER STUDENTS ON THE COURSE. If you have any concerns about this please make this known to the teaching staff. 

Firstly, this exercise will judge your ability to construct and formulate a coherent set of arguments and points relating to a specific essay question in a clear and concise manner, while demonstrating a grasp of the chosen subject-matter.

The second aim of this exercise is to demonstrate your presentation skills and your ability to use power point facilities effectively, while also projecting to an audience the main arguments and analysis you wish to put forward,  

You will need to present this material in a clear and coherent fashion, using visually effective slides that follow an articulate and sequential arrangement of data. 

POWER POINT CONSTRUCTION – The secret to an effective power point presentation is to think ‘T-Shirt’ – ‘less is more’; do not put too much written information on your slides. The power point is, of course, a visual exercise, so think about the information you are sharing but also how best to represent the main points you wish to discuss. As well as wording, for visual effectiveness, give some attention to colour and format, and avoid cluttering or colours that clash or hinder visibility.
Basically, presentations need to be structured along these lines:

1. A title slide 

2. An introduction slide outlining the structure of the presentation 
3. A mid-section made up of a selection of slides each of which outlines a point or observation you wish to discuss. For an essay outline/plan this will include
your approach to the question; the Historiography of the subject matter; the source material to be consulted, while comparing and contrasting sources; the main-body arguments to be discussed; concluding remarks and possible outcomes of your analysis. 
4. A concluding slide that summarises your presentation
5. A complete reference/bibliography list. This should also include a reference to the images used in the presentation.
DURING THE RUN UP TO THE PRESENTATION DATE, STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE TO DISCUSS THE PRESENTATION INDIVIDUALLY WITH STUDENTS. SO, IF YOU HAVE ANY ISSUES, AND WISH TO DISCUSS THESE FURTHER, PLEASE CONTACT ME ON: l.mason@uwtsd.ac.uk 
TEACHING SESSIONS:
1. Introduction followed by:  ‘On Crimes and Punishment’: A brief study of Law and Order, Punishment, and Penal Reform in Enlightenment Europe
Following an overview of the course and its content, this opening session will look at ‘the Century of Lights’ – specifically, the essence, tone, and language of the Enlightenment movement and in particular its esoteric nature epitomised in the changing attitudes towards the masses and calls for social reform, attitudes towards law and order, and consequently, penal reform. The emphasis will then shift onto the impact of the work of the Italian law reformer Cesare Beccaria. His stress on dispassionate and rational thought, the emphasis on prevention, and the impact of law and punishment on the criminal. Finally, the emphasis will shift on to law and order issues in England and France, finishing with a study of the Gordon Riots in London during the early days of June 1780. 
Select bibliography:

Michael Bartholomew, et al, (eds). The Enlightenment Studies 1 – Beccaria, Howard and Penal Reform (The Open University, 1992).
Simon Eliot, et al, (eds). The Enlightenment Texts 1 – Beccaria Extracts from On Crime and Punishment (The Open University, 1992).

J.M. Beattie, Crime and Courts 1660-1800 (OUP, 1986).

Michel Foucault Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (London: Penguin, 1977)

Michael Ignatieff, A Just Measure of Pain: The penitentiary in the Industrial Revolution (Macmillan, 1978)
Clive Emsley Crime and Society in England 1750-1990 (Longman, 1987)
2. Power, Punishment, Panopticism: Prison and the Birth of Disciplinary Society

This week’s lectures concentrate on the interpretive framework outlined by Michel Foucault in his book Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (1975). As the lectures explain, the era of the French Revolution led to the development of new means of punishing crime which differed markedly from those practised in the ancien régime. Foucault proposes that new means for categorising, interpreting and dealing with crime and criminals emerged in the 18th and 19th centuries, best exemplified through the creation of the prison as a distinct reforming institution. Crucially, however, Foucault did not perceive the significance of these new carceral regimes and institutions as being limited realms of law, crime and punishment, and instead theorised them to be components of an entire ‘disciplinary society.’ To flesh these points out, in-class discussions will focus on the proposals for an ideal prison formulated by Jeremy Bentham’s ‘panopticon’ and how Foucault’s interpretations of them can be applied to a whole range of non-carceral institutions such as the museum.

Readings:

· Michel Foucault Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (London: Penguin, 1977 [1975]) extracts (pp. 3–16, 195–201, 231–256).

· Jeremy Bentham,  Panopticon; Or the Inspection-House (1787) extracts (http://www.fcsh.unl.pt/docentes/rmonteiro/pdf/panopticon_%20jeremy%20bentham.pdf)

Select bibliography:

Bennett, Tony. The Birth of the Museum: History, Theory, Politics (London: Routledge, 1995).
–.  ‘The Exhibitionary Complex,’ New Formations, No. 4, Spring 1988, pp. 73–102.

Bentham, Jeremy. The Panopticon Writings (London: Verso, 2011).

–.Of Laws in General (London: Athlone, 1970).

–. A Comment on the Commentaries; and, A Fragment on Government (London: Athlone Press, 1977).

–. The Correspondence of Jeremy Bentham.  (London: Athlone Press, 1968).

–.  An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation (London: Athlone Press, 1970).
Finzsch, Norbert and Robert Jütte. Institutions of Confinement: Hospitals, Asylums, And Prisons in Western Europe and North America, 1500–1950 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996). 

Foucault, Michel. The Birth of the Clinic: An Archaeology of Medical Perception (London: Tavistock Publications, 1973).

–. The History of Sexuality, Vol. 1: The Will to Knowledge. (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1990)

–. The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences (London: Tavistock Publications, 1970)
–. Madness and Civilization (London: Tavistock, 1971).

Harper, Graeme. Colonial and Post-Colonial Incarceration (New York: Continuum, 2001)

Hart, HLA. Essays on Bentham: Studies in Jurisprudence and Political Theory (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1982).

Ignatieff, Michael.  A Just Measure of Pain: The Penitentiary in the Industrial Revolution, 1750–1850 (London: Macmillan, 1978)

McConville, Seán. A History of English Prison Administration, Vol.1: 1750–1877 (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1981).

Mill, John Stuart. Remarks on Bentham’s Philosophy in Utilitarianism: On Liberty; Considerations on Representative Government; Remarks on Bentham’s Philosophy (London: JM Dent, 1993).

3. People and Protest – the Rebecca Riots and the Newport Rising – Unrest in Wales and reaction to it.  
This week will examine the significance of the Chartism in Wales, and the reaction of the authorities to this radical and popular movement. It will discuss the movement in context to increasing radical agitation that characterised both urban and rural life in Britain in the early decades of the nineteenth century. As well as analysing the genesis of radical reform thinking, the agitation associated with both the Chartist Movement in Wales and the sometimes violent agitation associated with the Rebecca Riots will be examined in the context of the character of Welsh society and other factors such as a fluctuating economy. The aim will be to attain a clearer understanding about the nature and legacy of both the Chartist Movement in Wales and the Rebecca Riots.

Select bibliography:

Edward Royle and Roger Lockyer, Chartism (Routledge, 1996)
Malcolm Chase, Chartism: A New History (Manchester: MUP, 2007)

David Williams, John Frost: A Study in Chartism (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1978)

David Williams, The Rebecca Riots (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1955, 2011)

David, J.V. Jones, The Last Rising: Newport 1839, (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2014)

Rhian, E. Jones, Petticoat Heroes: Gender, Culture and Popular Protest in the Rebecca Riots, (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2015)

3.‘Women Behaving Badly’ – the threat posed by radical Suffragists in Britain and the reaction of those in power 
Beginning with the creation, purposely or otherwise, of open spaces in London during the early Victorian period, and consequently, the emergence of Trafalgar Square as a focal point for protest, this part of the module will address, firstly, developments within the Chartist Movement, and then later radical associations evident in the capital city in the 1880s, including the Social Democratic Federation. The response of those in authority to these threats will also be evaluated, beginning with the creation of the Metropolitan Police Force in 1829, and subsequent developments in policing and counter-surveillance. This will then conclude with an overview of London in the latter half of the 19th Century and how the authorities reacted to the threat posed by the Suffragette Movement.  
Select bibliography: 

Edward Vallance, A Radical History of Britain, (Abacus, 2009)

Clive Bloom, Violent London, (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010)

Joyce Marlow, Suffragettes (Virago, 2015)

Frank Meeres, The Suffragettes (Amberley, 2014)

Maroula Joannou, et al (eds), The Women’ Suffrage Movement, (Manchester: MUP, 2009)

3. The Weimar State  and the rise of the Nazis – state power and punishment in Germany 1918-1945.
4. That Het’rogeneous Thing’: Immigration in British Politics, Society and Culture 

This week initiates a series of interconnected lectures on various issues associated with state control and civil disobedience in late 20th-century Britain. 

The lectures situate one of the most pressing issues in contemporary politics – immigration and its impact on British society – within a longitudinal perspective. They endeavour to show that debates about migrants in relation to the UK’s membership of the European Union and suchlike are part of a much longer lineage, and not the novel phenomenon they sometimes are treated as in mainstream discourse. As we shall see, the movements of millions of people is a central fact of British history and a principal legacy Britain’s era as the world’s preeminent empire. From at least the late nineteenth century, significant numbers of migrants from Britain’s colonies – plus others from mainland Europe – took up residence in the United Kingdom, typically receiving a less-than-convivial reception from state authorities. The lectures will discuss the ‘anti-alien’ sentiment that characterised early-20th-century Britain, with particular attention then paid to the experiences of migrants from Britain’s onetime colonies in the aftermath of World War Two. The hitherto-unprecedented scale of immigration of the ‘Windrush Generation’ had a transformative effect on British society and politics, leading to an increasingly formalised approach towards legislating, regulating and limiting immigration. In addition, the lectures discuss the problems of racism and discrimination in British society, and how immigration became a cause celebre for Britain’s Right. Throughout, though, there is an emphasis on social, cultural and political resistance by immigrants and minority ethnic groups. As such, in-class discussions will centre on a series of musical recordings by members of Britain’s African Caribbean diaspora.

Readings:

· Songs and poems by post-war African Caribbean immigrants to UK
· John Solomos, Bob Findlay, Simon Jones and Paul Gilroy, ‘The Organic Crisis of British Capitalism And Race: The Experience of the Seventies’ in Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies, The Empire Strikes Back: Race and Racism in 70s Britain (London: Hutchinson, 1982).

Select bibliography:

Benton, Gregor and Edmund Terence Gomez. The Chinese in Britain, 1800–Present: Economy, Transnationalism, Identity (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008).

Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies, The Empire Strikes Back: Race and Racism in 70s Britain (London: Hutchinson, 1982).

Coleman, Terry. Passage to America: A History of Emigrants from Great Britain and Ireland to America in the Mid-Nineteenth Century (London : Hutchinson and Co, 1972).

Fryer, Peter. Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain (London: Pluto Press, 1984).
–. Aspects of British Black History (London: Index Books, 1993

Gilliat-Ray, Sophie. Muslims in Britain: An Introduction (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010).

Gilroy, Paul. The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (London: Verso, 1993).

–. There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack: The Cultural Politics of Race and Nation (London: Routledge, 1992)

–. Between Camps: Nations, Cultures and the Allure of Race (London: Routledge, 2004 ed.).

Green, Jeffrey P. Black Edwardians: Black People in Britain, 1901–1914 (London: Frank Cass, 1998).

Harris, Clive and Winston James. Inside Babylon: The Caribbean Diaspora in Britain (London: Verso, 1993)
Hebdige. Dick. Cut ‘n’ Mix: Culture, Identity and Caribbean Music (London: Routledge, 1990).

Holmes, Colin. John Bull’s Island: Immigration and British society, 1871–1971 (London: Macmillan,1987)

Hussain, Serena. Muslims on the Map: A National Survey of Social Trends in Britain (London: Tauris Academic Studies, 2008).

Johnson, Paul. Twentieth-Century Britain: Economic, Social and Cultural Change (London: Longman, 1994).

Jones, Simon. Black Culture, White Youth: The Reggae Tradition from JA to UK (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1988).

Nassy Brown, Jacqueline. Dropping Anchor, Setting Sail: Geographies of Race in Black Liverpool. (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton, 2005).

Phillips, Trevor and Mike Phillips. Windrush: The Irresistible Rise of Multi-Racial Britain (London : HarperCollins, 1999).

Panayi, Panikos. Immigration, Ethnicity, and Racism in Britain, 1815–1945 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1994).

Tafari, Levi. Liverpool Experience: Collected Poems. Neustadt, Germany: Michael Schwinn, 1989.

Thompson, Andrew S.  The Empire Strikes Back? The Impact of Imperialism on Britain from the Mid-Nineteenth Century (Harlow: Pearson Longman, 2005).

Visram, Rozina. The History of the Asian Community in Britain (Hove: Wayland, 1995).

Wagner, Gillian. Children of the Empire (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1982).

Winder, Robert.  Bloody Foreigners: The Story of Immigration to Britain (London: Abacus, 2013 ed.).

5. Panic: Subcultures and State Control in Late-20th-Century Britain 

This week’s lectures focus on culture as a potential field of resistance and disobedience, and the reactions of state authorities to this potential. In particular, we will examine a number of musical genres and styles whose practitioners and followers – mods, rockers, punks, etc. – inspired disquiet in mainstream politics and media, and ensuing acts of policing and legislation. Here, a key guide is the scholarship of Stanley Cohen, whose theory of ‘moral panics’ offered a means for interpreting the political backlash against mods and rockers in 1960s Britain. In addition, we shall use the ideas of Dick Hebdige to think about how ‘style’ might be conceptualised as a mode of social critique and political resistance. 


The lectures elaborate on some of the previous weeks’ topics. For instance, the musical idioms of black immigrant groups were an influence on many of the pop genres and subcultures which developed in late-20th-century Britain. Also, the notion of ‘moral panic’ offers a potential interpretive framework for understanding contemporary ‘fears’ about immigration.

Reading: 

· Stanley Cohen, Folk Devils and Moral Panics: The Creation of the Mods and Rockers (Abingdon: Routledge, 2002 ed. [1972]), pp. 1–20, 164–199.
· Dick Hebdige, Subculture: The Meaning of Style (London: Routledge, 1995 [1979]) extracts
Select bibliography:

Cohen, Stanley. Social Control and the State: Historical and Comparative Essays (Oxford: Robertson, 1983)

–. Images of Deviance (Harmondsworth: Penguin,1971).

–. Folk Devils and Moral Panics: The Creation of the Mods and Rockers (Abingdon: Routledge, 2002 ed. [1972])

Cohen, Stanley and Jock Young. TheManufacture of News: Social Problems, Deviance and the Mass Media (London: Constable, 1981).

Hall, Stuart. Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices (London: Sage, 1997).
–. Policing the Crisis: Mugging, the State, and Law and Order (London: Macmillan, 1978).

Hall, Stuart Hall and Tony Jefferson. Resistance Through Rituals Youth Subcultures in Post-War Britain (Hoboken: Taylor and Francis, 2012 [1976])

Hebdige. Dick. Cut ‘n’ Mix: Culture, Identity and Caribbean Music (London: Routledge, 1990).

–. Subculture: The Meaning of Style (London: Routledge, 1995 [1979])
Laing, Dave. One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock (Milton Keynes: Open University Press, 1985).

Marcus, Greil. Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the Twentieth Century (London: Secker & Warburg, 1989).

O’Hara, Craig. The Philosophy of Punk: More than Noise (Edinburgh: AK Press, 1999).

Jones, Simon. Black Culture, White Youth: The Reggae Tradition from JA to UK (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1988).

Savage, Jon. England’s Dreaming: Sex Pistols and Punk Rock (London: Faber, 2005).

Turner, Alwyn W. Glam Rock: Dandies in the Underworld (London: V&A Publishing, 2013).
6. ‘Margaret on the Guillotine’: State Control and Civil Disobedience in Thatcher-Era Britain 

This week examines the manner in which British society and the modern state were shaped under the premiership of Margaret Thatcher. The key planks of Thatcherism will be discussed, framing her ideology as a combination of neoliberal free market economics and a belief in a strong, well-policed state. As a counterpoint, we will explore several key political flashpoints from the 1980s – the urban riots of 1981, the 1984–1985 Miners’ Strike, conflicts between central and local government, the passing of Section 28, the Hillsborough disaster. Emerging from the latter example, we will also think of archives and public records as potential means of state control.

Readings:

· Stuart Hall, ‘The Great  Moving  Right  Show ,’ Marxism Today, January 1979, pp. 14–20. 

· Primary sources relating to Thatcher era (1981 riots, urban regeneration, local government).

Select bibliography:

Benyon, John. Scarman and After: Essays Reflecting on Lord Scarman’s Report, the Riots and their Aftermath (Oxford: Pergamon, 1984).

British Film Institute. Television and the Riot: A report for the Broadcasting Research Unit of the British Film Institute (London: BFI,1982).
Crick, Michael. Militant (London: Faber 1984).

Evans, Eric J. Thatcher and Thatcherism (London: Routledge, 1997).

Frost, Diane and Peter North. Militant Liverpool: A City on the Edge. (Liverpool: Liverpool University, 2013).

Frost, Diane and Richard Philips eds. Liverpool ‘81: Remembering the Riots (Liverpool: Liverpool University, 2011).
Gamble, Andrew. The Free Economy and the Strong State : The Politics of Thatcherism (Basingstoke: Macmillan Education 1988)

Gilmour, Ian. Dancing with Dogma: Britain under Thatcherism (London: Simon & Schuster, 1992).

Hall, Stuart. ‘Thatcherism: A New Stage?’ Marxism Today, February 1980.     

Hall, Stuart and Martin Jacques. The Politics of Thatcherism (London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1983).

Harvey, David. A Brief History of Neoliberalism. Oxford: Oxford University, 2007.

Hughson, John  and Spaaij, Ramón. ‘“You are Always on Our Mind”: The Hillsborough Tragedy as Cultural Trauma,’ Acta Sociologica, Vol. 54, No. 3, 2011, pp.283–295.

Kavanagh, Dennis and Anthony Seldon. The Thatcher Effect (Oxford: Clarendon, 1989).

Kingdom, JE. No Such Thing as Society? Individualism and Community (Buckingham: Open University Press, 1992).

MacGregor, Ian K and Rodney Tyler. The Enemies Within: The Story of the Miners’ Strike, 1984–1985 (London: Collins, 1986).

McSmith, Andy. No Such Thing as Society: A History of Britain in the 1980s (London: Constable, 2011).

Mirowski, Philip. NeverLet a Serious Crisis Go to Waste: How Neoliberalism Survived the Financial Meltdown (London: Verso, 2013).
O’Rawe, Richard . Blanketmen: An Untold Story of the H-block Hunger Strike (Dublin: New Island, 2005)

Pilcher, Jane and Stephen Wagg. Thatcher’s Children? Politics, Childhood and Society in the 1980s and 1990s (London: Falmer Press, 1996).

Plehwe, Didier and Philip Mirowski eds. The Road from Mont Pelerin: The Making of the Neoliberal Thought Collective. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard, 2009.

Stedman Jones, Daniel. Masters of the Universe: Hayek, Friedman, and the Birth of Neoliberal Politics. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University, 2012.

Riddell, Peter. The Thatcher Decade: How Britain has Changed during the 1980s (Oxford : Basil Blackwell 1989)

Scarman, Leslie George. The Brixton Disorders 10–12 April 1981: Report of an Inquiry (London: HMSO, 1981).

Scraton, Phil. ‘The Legacy of Hillsborough: Liberating Truth, Challenging Power,’ Race & Class, Vol.55, No. 2, 2013, pp.1–27.

Taafe, Peter and Tony Muhlearn. Liverpool: A City That Dared to Fight (London: Fortress Books, 1988).

Tafari, Levi. Liverpool Experience: Collected Poems (Neustadt, Germany: Michael Schwinn, 1989).

Thatcher, Margaret. The Downing Street Years (London: HarperCollins, 1995).

Zephaniah, Benjamin. Inna Liverpool (Stirling: AK Press, 1992).
9 . Stasiland: Surveillance and Subversion in the German Democratic Republic, 1949–1990

Where previous lectures examined the (perhaps hyperbolic) application of the concept of ‘police state’ in relation to 20th-century Britain, this week concentrates on a society which readily befits this term: east Germany under the German Democratic Republic (GDR; aka DDR [Deutsche Demokratische Republik], 1949–1990). Lectures will discuss the formation of the GDR in the wake of World War Two and its interplay with Cold War geopolitics, giving emphasis on the division of Germany and its capital city, Berlin. Particular focus will be placed on the GDR’s Ministry for State Security (Ministerium für Staatssicherheit [MfS]), commonly known as the Stasi, which combined the functions of an intelligence agency and secret police. The Stasi’s tentacles reached into multiple aspects of east Germans’ everyday life, and the lectures thus gravitate around a simple question: what was it like to live under a repressive regime in which one’s actions are subject to nigh-constant supervision and suspicion? Answers will be sought through an examination of oral histories (Anna Funder’s Stasiland) and literature (the short story ‘What Remains’ by Christa Wolf). At the same time, lectures will suggest that – even under oppressions of the GDR – modes and practices of dissent, subversion and resistance were still available to east Germans.


A section of the final lecture will also discuss memory of the GDR in reunified Germany. Post-Cold War representations of the Stasi (e.g. The Lives of Others, Good Bye Lenin!) will be mentioned, with students introduced to the cultural phenomenon of Ostalgie – nostalgia for the GDR years. 

Select bibliography:

Ahonen, Pertti. Death at the Berlin Wall (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011).

Berghahn, Daniela. Hollywood Behind the Wall: The Cinema of East Germany (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2005).

Betts, Paul. Within Walls: Private Life in the German Democratic Republic (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010).

Case, Holly. ‘Blind Spot: On Christa Wolf – A Postwar German Novelist’s Complicated Legacy,’ The Nation, May 16 2012 (http://www.thenation.com/article/blind-spot-christa-wolf/; accessed January 8 2016).

Cipkowski, Peter. Revolution in Eastern Europe: Understanding the Collapse of Communism in Poland, Hungary, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Romania and the Soviet Union (Chichester: Wiley, 1991).

Cooke, Paul. Representing East Germany since unification: From Colonization to Nostalgia (Oxford: Berg, 2005).

Durcan, Paul. The Berlin Wall Café (Belfast: Blackstaff Press, 1985).

Fulbrook, Mary. Dissonant Lives: Generations and Violence through the German Dictatorships (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011).

—. Fontana History of Germany, 1918–1990: The Divided Nation (London: Fontana, 1991)/

Funder, Anna. Stasiland: Stories from Behind the Berlin Wall (London: Granta, 2011).

Hodgin, Nick and Caroline Pearce, eds. The GDR Remembered: Representations of the East German State since 1989 (Rochester, New York: Camden House, 2011)

Huyssen, Andreas. Present Pasts: Urban Palimpsests and the Politics of Memory (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 2003).

Ladd, Brian. The Ghosts of Berlin: Confronting German History in the Urban Landscape (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1997).

McDougall, Alan. Youth Politics in East Germany: The Free German Youth Movement, 1946–1968 (Oxford: Clarendon, 2004).

MacGregor, Neil. Germany: Memories of a Nation (London: Penguin, 2014).

MacLean, Rory. Berlin: Imagine a City (London: Wiedenfeld & Nicholson, 2014).

Mair, Kimberley. ‘As Autumn Turns to Winter: In Search of the Archive Without an Address,’ Journal of Historical Sociology, Vol. 24, No. 2 (June 2011), pp. 133–154.

Major, Patrick. Behind the Berlin Wall: East Germany and the Frontiers of Power (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010).

Schürer, Ernst, Manfred Erwin Keune and Philip Jenkins, eds. The Berlin Wall: Representations and Perspectives (New York: P Lang, 1996).

Schneider, Peter. The Wall Jumper. (London: Penguin, 2005 [1984]).

—. Berlin Now: The Rise of the City and the Fall of the Wall (London: Penguin, 2014).

Till, Karen E. The New Berlin: Memory, Politics, Place (University of Minnesota: Minneapolis, 2005).
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10. The Troubles: The Irish Question and the British State 
The activities of the Provisional I.R.A and other republican groups in Northern Ireland, in the latter decades of the 20th Century, surely presented the British civil and military authorities with the most serious threat to law and order in the U.K.  The ‘long haul’ policies of radical republicanism meant bloody death and destruction for many communities in Ulster and indeed, at times, on the British mainland. As well as discussing the various phases of the so-called ‘Troubles’, this part of the module will examine the motives behind these policies and the political and military response of the British authorities, as well as the response from radical ‘Loyalist’ groups. The aim of this part of the course is to ensure that students attain a greater knowledge and understanding of the ‘Troubles’, and indeed the legacy of these salient and turbulent years in the history of Britain and Ireland.
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