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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

As a social worker in adult safeguarding, I will be focusing on developing my understanding of child safeguarding in Wales. It has highlighted both similarities and differences in the two areas of practice. Children’s safeguarding and its legislative framework promote children’s rights, protects them from harm and places duties on agencies to work together to safeguard their welfare. 
Council of Europe (1950) European Convention on Human Rights. Strasbourg; Council of Europe, establishes fundamental rights including the right to life, protection from inhuman or degrading treatment, respect for private and family life and the right to a fair hearing. These became enforceable in UK law through the Human Rights Act 1998, to act in a way that is compatible with convention rights. This legislation is relevant to safeguarding practice and ensures that decisions made about children balance protection, welfare an individual rights. (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2023).
United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989, protects the child’s rights to protection, participation and provision. In Wales these principles were strengthened through Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, Which places a duty on Welsh Ministers to have due regard to the UNCRC when developing policy and making decisions (Welsh Government, 2024).
However, what I have learnt is the cornerstone of child protection legislation sits with the Children’s Act 1989 (CA1989). The principle that the child’s welfare is paramount and introduced safeguarding duties. For example, Section 31 (CA1989), introduces the concept of “Significant Harm” which is the threshold for child protection intervention, while Section 47 (CA1989) places duty on local authorities to make enquiries where they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm. The Children’s Act 2004 strengthened multi-agency working as a result of lessons learned from serios child abuse cases. In Wales, Section 25 places a duty on agencies to cooperate to improve children’s wellbeing, while Sections 31-34 relate to the establishment and functions of local safeguarding children’s boards. 

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA14) is the main legislation underpinning the safeguarding practice in Wales, promoting wellbeing, prevention and partnership working. Section 130 (SSWBA14) places a duty on relevant partners to report children at risk it also defines a child at risk as “A child who has care and support needs and is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse, neglect or other forms of harm.

Safeguarding practice is supported by Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) providing clear guidance to practitioners on responding to safeguarding concerns, making referrals and working together to protect children. It is clear safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, as documented in adults safeguarding procedures, and relies on effective communication between agencies. 
The Social Care Wales Code of Professional Practice provides guidance on professional behaviour and accountability (Social Care Wales, 2017). And as in Adults safeguarding ins coordinated at a local level through Mid and West Wales Safeguarding Board which oversees multi-agency safeguarding activity. 
Children’s safeguarding is not my main area of work, but understanding the legislation, policies, procedures, the similarities has helped my feel more confident in recognising concerns and taking appropriate action. It has reinforced the importance of partnership working, listening to the children’s views and ensuring that safeguarding remains everyone’s responsibility.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

This question really made me think about how adult and children’s safeguarding is approached with age and legal status. Both areas protect people from abuse, neglect and harm, the principles that guide practice can be different. 
Choice, autonomy and decision-making are viewed as one of the biggest differences between children’s and adult safeguarding. In Adult’s there is a strong focus on respecting the person’s wishes and right to make their own decisions. This is closely linked to the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA), which applies to people aged 16 and over where individuals must be assumed to have capacity unless there is reason to doubt. A child is defined as a person under the age of 18 Children’s Act 1989. So differences has to be defined through practice on balancing risk and choice, protection and promoting welfare. 
Children’s safeguarding is influenced by the United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989, and in Wales reinforced through Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. While Adults have rights under the Human Rights Act 1998 safeguarding children places a greater emphasis on balancing those rights with protection and developmental needs. Children’s safeguarding can place greater emphasis on ensuring that the child’s voice is heard while recognising that professionals may need to intervene to keep them safe. Research by Munro (2011) highlighted the importance of understanding children’s lived experiences and avoiding overly process-driven responses, reinforcing the need for child-centred practice, however research on adolescent brain development also suggests that children’s decision-making skills and ability to assess risk continue to develop in adulthood (Steinberg, 2014). Children’s safeguarding cannot just mirror adult safeguarding practice. 
Children’s safeguarding often focuses on the wider family system, parenting capacity and whether the home environment is safe. However, Adult safeguarding tends to focus primarily on the individual and their desired outcomes, unless there are wider risks to others. 
Professional curiosity, Partnership working, effective information sharing and recognising signs of abuse and neglect are all similarities in Adult and Children’s safeguarding. As a practitioner in this field we must all carefully listen to the individuals’ experiences and work collaboratively with others to reduce risk and improve wellbeing. 
In reflection I have understood that adult safeguarding is often centred on balancing protection with autonomy and children’s safeguarding places greater emphasis on protection and welfare. Approaches can differ but ultimately share the same goal of keeping people safe and promoting rights and responsibilities 
Word Count 404
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