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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Gethin Sion Horler-Clee

	STUDENT ID No.: 2117839

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:
A review of Counter-terrorism policing strategies and bias in the media, I have chosen this topic as counter-terrorism has been a subject that has interested me for a long time and moving forward in my policing career a consideration for what I may wish to specialise is when I have developed and grown as an officer, this is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it will show my ability to read through and understand data as well as potentially provide insight into the topic through research as well as develop the understanding of the topic.

Counter-terrorism has been an on-going development for many years with notable incidents such as the IRA and the attack on the twin towers and strategies have been developing for years with the assistance of other policing models such as Plan on Paper and the scientific policing model to develop effective and working strategies. These strategies have led to the creation of more and more specialists units and networks across the UK that transcend the traditional are based force approach.

This research will review statistics and data to try and highlight the strengths of current strategies in place and highlight weakness’ that may be present that maybe areas for further development to assist in improving strategies.

The main overarching strategy for counter-terrorism within the UK currently is in four parts Prevent, which is to prevent individuals from being radicalised and joining terrorist groups, Pursue, which is to pursue terrorist and bring them to justice, Protect the public and places from attacks and Prepare to respond to attacks.
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

To review the effectiveness of the current strategy by reviewing statistics for the number of attacks and whether or not they are decreasing and the severity of the attacks being conducted.

To potentially identify any weakness’ and the public’s perception of counter-terrorism and it’s actions by reviewing research and potentially submitting anonymous questionnaires.

The effect on officers mental health when dealing with these incidents both those on front line policing and potentially those who occupy those roles through anonymous questionnaires.

The strategies employed by other forces across the world and their strengths and weakness’ through access to public data.

The effect of Media on public perception through analyse news articles and the response submitted by it’s readers on online articles.
Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Key literature will be government statistics, previous papers submitted on the topic and news articles submitted reporting on terrorists incidents and the comments posted on online articles to gain some understanding of the public opinions on things.

I will also be submitting questionnaires however the main body of research will be conducted with reviews of what the current UK strategies are and the strategies used by other forces to evaluate what are effective and what is not, this research aim is to understand any bias in counter-terrorism and to provide an understanding of how to develop existing strategies and integrate them to be more effective and assist in public protection.
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
My main form of research will largely be done through reading through other research papers of different strategies and compiling them together as well as using government statistics to review the frequency of attacks as well the frequency of arrests versus charges.

I will also attempt to take anonymous questionnaires from members of the public and if possible officers who are active in the role of counter-terrorism to gain their opinions on the effectiveness of the strategies used.

These are best suited for my research as the statistics should show an unbiased opinion of whether or not the strategies are working or not working by showing the severity of attacks over a period of time as well as the number of arrests and charges. The questionnaire may also show the effect dealing with this has on the mental health of officers dealing with terrorists.
What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be attempting to sample from the general public as well as trained professionals, I believe this is best for my research as it will hopefully highlight the effects such events has on the mental health on those who deal with them on a regular basis and the views the public has on the effectiveness of counter-terrorism policing.

I will be using general questionnaires as well as sampling from online forum posts where applicable.
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There is a large amount of secrecy surrounding counter-terrorism including personal details of officers involved in the field as both an ability to assist in information gathering through covert operations and for the protection of the officers and their families. This should not be an issue as no personal data is intended to be collected and shared and any questionnaire created will not ask for any personal data so none should be collected.

Terror attacks are also largely based around groups and their ideologies which can relate to their political beliefs, racial beliefs or religious beliefs which often is a controversial topic to discuss to many individuals taking offence when they are discussed and sometimes causing them to relive previous incidents related to those beliefs. 
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

	TIME SCALE:
Start 27/11/23 Finish 08/07/24
8 months to complete
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 
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