1. Title
A Study of Teacher Factors Affecting Foreign Language Enjoyment（FLE） among International Students of TESOL（MA）in the UK
2. The aims of the investigation(160)
This study investigated and evaluated the factors affecting international students' FLE through a questionnaire survey and Focus writing with UK TESOL students. Specifically, the research aims are as follows.
[bookmark: _Hlk131177628]2.1 What teacher factors influence the FLE of international students of TESOL（MA）in the UK? What categories do these factors fall into? 
These questions will involve engaging with and evaluating current research on FLE, both on teachers and students.
2.2 To what extent do different categories of teacher factors influence students' FLE?
  The question involves the theory and knowledge of the organisation of teachers' classroom activities, personality traits, teaching skills, teaching content and support, etc.
2.3. Are there any significant differences in the effects of teacher factors on students' FLE  by nationality? If so, which teacher factors differ significantly?
The questions require consideration of students' emotional patterns of foreign language learning in different cultural contexts and the influencing mechanisms.
3. The rationale and main conceptual themes for the investigation(843)
3.1 Significance and trend of FLE study
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: _Hlk128741906]Foreign Language Enjoyment effectively enhances learners' communicative intentions in the foreign language classroom ( Khajavy et al., 2018,p.607). Many scholars believe that EFL teachers play a vital role in creating a supportive and enjoyable learning environment(Amiryousefi, 2019,p.56; Shima Ahmadi-Azad et al.,2020,p.3). Compared to Foreign Language Anxiety, it is positively correlated with the learners' preference for the teacher, the teacher's native language background, the frequency of the teacher's target language, and the teacher's friendliness and humour (Dewaele et al. et al. 2018,p.678; Dewaele & MacIntyre, 2019,p.7; Jiang & Dewaele,2019,p.17). Some of the qualitative data from the mixed studies suggest that exciting and innovative classroom activities, good classroom climate, positive and upbeat teachers, and teachers' respect for learners all contribute to learners' enjoyment ( Dewaele & MacIntyre, 2014,p.241; Li et al.,2018,p.187). In order to refine the valuable reference of FLE and identify gaps in current research, 266 representative papers were analysed for Co-citation Reference[footnoteRef:1] through Citespace 6.1R6. The timeline view( see Figure 1)provides an intuitive understanding of the evolutionary path of FLE in various sub-domains. [1:  Co-citation of references reveals a research area's knowledge structure, knowledge base and research frontiers through clustering and fundamental node analysis in the co-citation network. (Chen, 2015)] 

[image: ]
(Figure 1. A timeline view of the clusters in the co-citation network of FLE.)
3.2 Reasons for the choice of this research topic
Through visual analysis and an extensive literature review, this study will focus on the influence of teacher factors on the foreign language enjoyment of international students in the UK. The main reasons for this are as follows:
Firstly, the increasing attention of research on teacher factors in students' FLE has emerged as an important area for future research on student emotions, which can be seen explicitly through visual analysis between 2012 and 2021(see Figure 1). The positive effects of the FLE have been confirmed in terms of self-perception and actual English proficiency (Li, Dewaele, & Jiang, 2019,p.491), Willingness to Communicate (Khajavy et al., 2018,p.611), and interest in using EFL (Murphy, 2009,p.141). Concerning research methodology, a qualitative study using the NVivo 11.0 software emerged, in which the teacher factors affecting the enjoyment of foreign languages among university students were grouped into five main categories: teacher classroom activity organisation, teacher personality traits, teacher teaching skills, teaching content and teacher support (Lei H et al.,2018,p.521). These achievements provide many insights into this study's hypotheses and questionnaire design. Recent research has found that there are also socio-cultural differences in the teacher factor of learners' FLE. Chinese students do not like the unpredictability of teachers' activities in the teaching process, whereas British students enjoy it greatly (Dewaele et al., 2018,p.678). Dewaele suggests that teacher rigour is negatively related to Turkish students' FLE; however, Jiang reveals that teacher rigour does not affect Chinese students' FLE (Jiang, Y., & Dewaele,2019,p.16). Therefore, students' emotional patterns and influencing mechanisms in different cultural contexts must be explored in depth (MacIntyre & Vincze, 2017,p.69).
 Secondly, this study bridges gaps in current research and can provide insights for further research in the field. Although a growing number of studies confirm the “predictive power of teacher-related variables for FLE”(Dewaele &MacIntyre,2019,p.4; Jiang, Y., & Dewaele,2019,p.18), most studies have examined individual teacher factors (e.g. age, gender, mother tongue background, etc.), which do not adequately capture the contextualised factors associated with teachers' teaching in the classroom. For international students, essential factors such as the teacher's intercultural competence and degree of enjoyment should be sufficiently considered as factors of teacher effect. Furthermore, although some studies have noted differences in teacher factors for students from different cultural backgrounds, there needs to be more in-depth research on which teacher influences are similar and which are different for students from diverse cultural backgrounds. This study was conducted with students and teachers of TESOL(MA) in the UK and is dedicated to addressing the gaps mentioned in current research. Unlike most existing studies that focus on high school and undergraduate students, this study has chosen TESOL(MA) as the target subject since the majority of students in this field are from different countries and have diverse cultural backgrounds, thus, providing a better solution to the issues raised in this study.
3.3 Relevant ideas and issues in the module material
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The ideas and issues of this study are highly relevant to the module（English Language Teacher Education) and contribute to a profound understanding of the theory of the module. 
In his Affective Filter hypothesis, Krashen (1985)proposes that learners with high motivation, self-confidence, a good self-image, a low level of anxiety and extroversion are more capable of succeeding in second language learning. Barbaran Fredrickson suggested the "broaden and build" theory of positive emotion that differentiates the functions of positive and negative emotions(Fredrickson,2001,p.218). MacIntyre and Gregerse proposed that “by invoking the imagination and using the power of positive emotion, teachers can provoke learners to respond to the dissonance found within their possible selves(MacIntyre & Gregersen,2012,p.195).”  
The study also gains insights from the “Context approach to language teaching”(Bax, S.,2003,p.281) and sees classrooms as “Complex Contexts”. We might research “classroom life and culture” and the significance of social context at the level of the micro or the macro from the perspective of the teacher.
4. A description of the evidence you intend to collect(210)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]In order to better address the three main issues in this study, this research combines qualitative materials obtained through focused writing with quantitative materials obtained through a survey to explore the research questions. This study took 30 TESOL (MA) students from University of Warwic. The students in the TESOL (MA) program had already been thinking about the research topic, as the main courses of this program are designed to train future teachers of second language acquisition. Moreover, I have had preliminary communication with the teachers at both schools, and they are very willing to assist with the focused writing tasks and survey research during the Spring term, which will ensure that sufficient research evidence is collected within the planned research period. In addition, before conducting the study, this research obtained the nationality information of the participants in a legal and ethically appropriate manner. The data shows that although the majority of students are from China, 30% of the students are from five other different countries, which will ensure that future research can answer the third question of this study, namely whether there are differences in the enjoyment responses of students from different nationalities and cultural backgrounds towards teachers.

5. The methods you plan to use to collect your evidence(318)
This study mainly adopts focused writing to conduct qualitative research on students and uses a semi-structured questionnaire to survey students and teachers. The reasons for choosing these two research methodologies are as follows:
As a qualitative research method, focused writing involves a detailed description of a specific event or experience (MacIntyre & Gardner, 1991,p.517). It is used more frequently in research on second-language communicative willingness. It helps gain an in-depth understanding of the situational features that trigger certain emotions (Zarrinabadi, 2014,p.291). Dewaele and MacIntyr have confirmed the effectiveness of this research method in emotion research. 
This study intends to use a semi-structured questionnaire to demonstrate the second and third research questions. The reason for using this research method is that data collected from the questionnaire can be analysed using statistical software to identify patterns and relationships between variables, which is very advantageous for addressing this study's second and third research questions. Firstly, the questionnaire items are mainly based on the teacher factors identified in the focal construct and also draw on the teacher factor content in Dewael et al.'s Foreign Language Enjoyment Scale (Jiang & Dewaele,2019,p.14). Secondly, two research hypotheses are added to this study: how teachers' enjoyment level and intercultural competence influence international students' foreign language enjoyment. Additionally, this study takes students' nationality as an essential variable to explore the relationship between different nationalities' enjoyment levels and teacher factors.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]6. A description of the settings in which you plan to collect your evidence.(187)
Firstly, in the spring semester, the researcher will personally visit the University of Warwic. With the permission of the lecturers, the researcher will use some class time to communicate with the participants about the purpose and significance of the study and have them sign an informed consent form if they agree to participate. The first part of the study will be a survey questionnaire based on focused writing. Participants will be asked to describe their most enjoyable classroom experience in detail, including their situation and feelings. In order to obtain the participants' authentic emotional experiences, participants will be given adequate time (approximately two weeks) for reflection and writing, and the task will be collected through one-on-one email communication to ensure their privacy. The second part of the study will use the SurveyMonkey questionnaire tool to conduct a survey. The questionnaire link will be sent one-on-one through email. Participants can voluntarily choose to participate in the survey. The reliability and validity of the questionnaire will be examined using SPSS software to ensure the authenticity and reliability of the research data to the greatest extent possible.
7. The ethical issues you need to consider(150)
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5] Firstly, before conducting the survey, the researcher will give a face-to-face explanation to all participants about the background and purpose of the study, research methods, and the way data is collected and stored to "ensure that all participants understand the process they are engaging in(BERA,2018)”. At the same time, we will ensure that the informed consent form for this study is comprehensive, truthful, and easily understandable by participants.
Secondly, as the subjects of this study are TESOL students who may face issues related to this study in the future, we will explain how participants can benefit from this research. However, we also respect the rights of participants, and if the study causes any pressure or discomfort, they can withdraw from the research for any or no reason and at any time.
Thirdly, in the survey, we must accord participants their rights to confidentiality and anonymity and avoid collecting private information such as religious beliefs, income, personal relationships, sexual habits, etc. (BERA,2011). Furthermore, in the Focus Writing survey, we will inform participants in a prominent position that we will not violate the privacy and rights of third parties. Moreover, we asked participants not to reveal their and third parties’ names in writing.

8. The methods you expect to use to analyse your collected evidence. (208)
To ensure the reliability of the data collected as much as possible, this study plans to adopt the following methods or software to analyse the evidence. For the qualitative evidence obtained from the Focus Writing survey, this study intends to use NVivo software to classify and process the data. Firstly, the sources of enjoyment-inducing emotions in the writing fragments will be categorised. This study hypothesises that the factors influencing international students' FLE can be classified into six teacher factors: teacher classroom activity organisation, teacher personality traits, teacher enjoyment level, teacher teaching skills, teacher intercultural communication competence, and teacher support. Next, the coding method of Dewaele and MacIntyre invented (2014, 2019) will be used to conduct open thematic coding of the writing fragments related to teachers in the focused writing, forming a coding list. Then, through axial coding, related nodes will be integrated, and the contents of different nodes will be classified (Strauss & Corbin,1990,p.33).
For the data obtained from the semi-constructive questionnaire, this study intends to use SPSS 26.0 to conduct data standardisation, normality tests, descriptive and correlation analysis. 
Firstly, this study will use a one-sample T-test to examine the discrimination of the six items (about 30 questions) in the Teacher Factors of International Students’ FLE Survey Questionnaire. Secondly, a series of Pearson correlation coefficient tests, regression analysis, and mediation tests will be conducted on the questionnaire data to explore the relationship between students' FLE and teacher factors (about six categories).
9 The timetable for the proposed project(200)
	Tasks to complete the project
	Approximate period and considerations

	Literature review and refine my research topics

	01/01/2024—01/03/2024（two months）
Bibliometric Analysis of Trends and Perspectives on Foreign Language Enjoyment(FLE) Studies over The Last Decade (2012 to 2022
Identifying gaps in the field of FLE

	Completion of the research proposal
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]04/03/2023—18/03/2023 (two weeks)
Exploring theoretical approaches in FLE.
Developing the theoretical framework and research questions for this study

	Pre-survey preparation phase
	19/03/2023—03/04/2023 (two weeks)
Identifying survey participants and negotiating the survey schedule
Completion of Focus Writing survey and ethic consent form

	Focused writing survey and Data analysis
	03/04/2023—03/05/2023 (one month)
Using NVivo to classify and process the data
Designing a questionnaire based on the categories of teacher factors that affect students' FLE

	Semi-constructive questionnaire survey and Data analysis
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]03/05/2023—03/06/2023 (one month)
Using SPSS 26.0 to conduct data collection and correlation analysis.

	
Writing up
	03/06/2023—03/10/2023 (one month)
Integrated analysis of focal writing and questionnaire data
Finish thesis
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