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In this essay I am going to discuss the role of the Teaching Assistant, with regards to pastoral care to pupils. The role of a Teaching Assistant can differ but is commonly to provide support for the pupils and teachers. As a TA you are expected to be a sympathetic and non-judgemental however the fundamental tasks usually remain the same. As a TA you could be asked to help teachers with planning or even getting the classroom ready for learning. TA’s are not qualified teachers so are mentored by teachers. Many TA’s have basic NVQ qualifications or build up experience over the course of years or months. Many TA’s have qualifications in childcare as these are positive starting points for a teaching degree. TA’s could be a ‘mum away from home’ type figure, where many pupils would confide in and go to for confidential support on problems or issues that they could be facing. 
So how do Teaching Assistants provide pastoral care to students? Teaching assistants are a provider of pastoral care in many different aspects, they are there to listen and gain trust from pupils inside and outside of school. They come under the role of many things from a dinner lady to a first aider. Many think that a TA is over worked and underpaid, however others think that they are trusted and respected members of staff. 
When in the classroom pupils may confide in TA’s whether it be to be with struggles with school work or their home life. TA’s will work to gain trust from pupils, so they feel more comfortable in expressing their opinions and worries. As a TA you may encounter many situations where the pupil could see in danger or upset about issues within your control. You should always be there as a safe adult ready to listen when pupils have problems, TA’s are always there to provide a nurturing and supportive input. TA’s are normally the go-to when sick or upset about playtime tussles. Many children go to the TA’s and speak to them with ease, as they know that if the teacher is busy they know they can go to their “friend” who will listen to their problems, if any. TA’s normally like children and are interested in seeing the way that they learn and work. Every child is different and has different needs, its important for Teaching Assistants to realise this and try to work out an understanding for each and every child. It is vital to engage with each child to see the different approaches that they need whether it be to have an everyday conversation or to speak with confidentially.

Gerard Egan used a business and industry based theory. He believed that anyone could develop helping skills and that the problems people experienced or faced were more to do with external factors. He also believed that it wasn’t the child’s fault, it was more to do with what was going on around the child. Egan (2002) started off with the theory of Carl Rogers’ idea of the ‘client centred’ approach as he thought that the client was the ‘most important part of the process’. He changed his mind set when he realised the wider application was children. He believed of the client knows best mindset and that the therapist was not the expert and was just someone to offload information to and to look for guidance. Rogers’ approach was a very positive one. 

As the pastoral role isn’t an official role for primary schools however it is still a natural one for TA’s as they spend more time with the pupils than anyone else. As TA’s we need to make sure that we put the pupils needs first whether that be with issues at school or at home. The writer also knows from experience how difficult it can be when a child is in obvious need. If ever in the playground or classroom the pupil should always know that they can always talk to the TA, no matter what the circumstance is. To gain respect the TA should always be firm but also fair to the children. To show the children that they have someone to talk to encourage conversations with them, whether it be from what they did on the weekend to what time they went to bed. As heart-breaking as it is seeing a child in need, TA’s need to know where the line is and how much you can stand by until a more serious matter becomes known. As TA’s know, school can be an escape for many children as their home life could be harder that anyone could know. Some children could be young carers or victims of abuse at home, as part of the school you must always try to identify problems if any to make the lives of the pupils easier. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, the role of a Teaching Assistant as a provider of pastoral care is a hard job and you must be prepared for all aspects. A day in a primary setting could sometimes be difficult but you must be ready for all situations and dilemmas you could face.
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