[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Art. What is it? How many forms of art are there? How important is art? Well in this essay I will be looking further into and researching three different types of art forms and examining them in the hopes that I will be able to form a question at the end of all this that I shall write about for my dissertation. However, leading up to that I will be prioritising the three art forms that I have chosen and picking up on how they not only make me feel but find one that I can relate to more.
[image: ][image: ]The art of deceiving, Illusion, a from of art that has been getting popular since the it’s recognition in seventeenth century. Creating an effect that makes you believe that either something is there when it’s not, or making you believe that its something else, and in so making us deceive from our perspectives; The information gathered by the eye is processed by the brain, creating a perception that in reality, does not match the true image (Optics for kids). Most notably optical illusions has become a very popular style, I think mainly due to the fact that it is increasing in  pop culture, OK GO had a music video based of of optical illusions and a photo of a dress went viral across the internet with the illusion of some seeing blue and black and other white and gold; but sometimes illusions don’t have be visual to get popular/viral, Yanny or Laurel is probably the most notable account of that in recent times. A lot of the time illusions use light and perspective to create this idea in your brain that may be different from someone else, When you look at something, what you’re really seeing is the light that bounced off of it and entered your eye, which converts the light into electrical impulses that your brain can turn into an image you can use.  The process that takes about a tenth of a second but your eyes receive a constant stream of light, an incredible amount of information, so it’s really difficult for your brain to try to focus on everything at once. It would be like trying to take a sip of water from a firehose. So your brain takes shortcuts, simplifying what you see to help you concentrate on what’s important, which helps compensate for your brain’s tenth-of-a-second processing lag. This trait helped early humans survive encounters with fast predators (inside science), so by looking at illusions you are feeling your brain to help its growth and become stronger. Recently illusionism can also be found in some of the strangest of places like in the streets, which is not that recent, advertisement and even in food. Chefs have made food into an art form for a while but have now started creating illusions with there food, like making something sweet look like a savoury dish, for example on the TV show The Great British Bake Off where bakers made cake look like ramen noodles and pork pies as well as beef burgers and fries on the junior version. 





[image: ][image: ][image: ]The New York School otherwise known by its more popular name Abstract Expressionism; developed  from the 1940s/50s, a term applied to new forms of abstract art that while abstract was also expressive or emotional in its effect (Tate). Abstract Expressionism has been renowned for some of its political issues that it uses as a topic either to spread awareness of it or to poke fun at it, this may be due to the origins of abstract expressionism art emerging from the climate of Cold War politics and social and cultural conservatism. World War II had positioned the United States as a global power, and in the years following the conflict (MoMA) in a way this style of art was a freedom for people to express themselves. This style of work also I think helps stimulate your brain because it makes you come up with your own interpretation of what he artist was trying to portray and feel when they made it, Abstract art challenges our brains to create our own interpretation, thereby stimulating the higher-level areas of the brain responsible for creativity and imagination (Kirsh). Looking at different types of abstract expressionism artists one caught my eye the most, Tracey Emin, I’m not sure if Emin classifies herself as an abstract expressionism artist or not but looking at her work as well as other well known abstract expressionism artists her work does have this abstract feel about it and is very different to other artists, as if she has made it her own. However, even though she has took what she was given and made it her own style I just don’t understand it, I’m not sure if that it s just me and I can not figure out what she is trying to express but just looking at her work I don’t know why but I feel angry towards them, other people may feel empowered by it and/or happy to look at them but I just cannot with any of it; but I that’s how abstract expression art is supposed to do, let you express your emotions and make you feel things that others may feel different about. 
Tom & Jerry, Looney Tunes, Zootopia, even though they are just famous cartoons you wouldn’t think too much into them, however, these all show different styles of anthropomorphism, a form of giving human characteristics to animals or objects The word anthropomorphism comes from the Greek words anthropos (man) and morphe (form) (compelling truth). Animals having human traits is not something new but to give them, as well as inanimate objects, complete human characteristics is something that can either be seen as cute and funny or can be passed as slightly creepy and disturbing depending on how it is executed. There are many people who believe that the origins of anthropomorphism came from Charles Darwin’s anthropology and his research into the evolution of animal species, Charles Darwin avoided dealing with human origins in his “On the Origin of Species”(1859). But in “Descent of Man”(1871), he explained human physical traits in the context of primate evolution…He offered adaptive explanations for some variable human traits like skin color, but many human traits seemed to confer no physical advantage, and he developed his theory of sexual selection to account for their evolution (Ken Weiss), however, by looking further into at many have found traces of the bible using anthropomorphism when describing god the idea of referring to God by human characteristics. Though God is Spirit,… For example, God is said to have a "face." He sets His face against evil (Leviticus 20:6). Numbers 6:25 refers to God making His face shine upon us…God does not have a physical body like a human. Instead, Jesus Christ came to earth as God in human form…anthropomorphism can serve in helpful ways to better understand God's attributes, it is important not to interpret these human characteristics to mean God the Father exists in human form. (Compelling truth).  This type of art form is fun and creative, and in my opinion I find it rather interesting to look at as well as look into because it makes you image and think about what would it like if animals could talk like us, or our furniture being able to move and speak to us and I find that [image: ]rather cool and intriguing. 
After looking into all three different art forms and styles I am most intrigued to anthropomorphism and think that would be a fun idea to look further into, next time looking at it through something I enjoy like, watching films or reading books. But I want to try and do something different with it, break away from the mould; to do this I need to think of what would be the most obvious choice of topics and steer away from them. I think the obvious choices are Disney and Looney Tunes and possible many children’s TV shows such as Peppa Pig and Thomas the Tank Engine, even though I enjoy many of these, especially Disney, I feel that it would be an easier option and I would rather challenge myself. So I thought that looking at Japanese Manga’s and Anime would be a better choice of topic because in a lot of the ones I have watched or read there hasn’t been too much anthropomorphism, or there has and I have missed it, so it’s a good reason to go back and look through harder and really look into them more, and I feel it would challenge me more than doing just a plain essay on just Disney movies. I decided to do Anime/Manga as the topic because even though they are still cartoons like the previous ones I mentioned it is something I enjoy watching/reading and feel they would be extremely interesting to research more into the backgrounds of them and look to see reasons as to why do or don’t use anthropomorphism very often.
So the question I am going to answer is: How does Anime/Manga project anthropomorphism and is there any meaning behind it?
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